
The Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water 

Conservation District has developed 

a handbook in response to a need to 

improve the way stormwater runoff 

is managed in residential areas.  The 

manual is intended to provide indi-

vidual homeowners, and neighbor-

hood groups, some ideas for collect-

ing and utilizing rainfall that runs off 

the roofs of homes.  The descriptions 

of the practices are intended to pro-

vide general information only; site-

specific designs are strongly recom-

mended and may be necessary.  

Please contact the Thomas Jefferson 

Soil & Water Conservation District 

for a copy of the handbook, or visit 

our website at  

����Collecting and Utilizing 
Rooftop Rainfall Runoff” 

A Manual of Ideas  
for Homeowners 

Thomas Jefferson  
Soil and Water  
Conservation 

District 
����

Rooftop 
Runoff 

Serving Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa  

and Nelson Counties 

2134 B
erkm

ar D
r 

C
harlottesville, V

A
  22901 

(434) 975-0224 
W

eb:   w
w

w
.tjsw

cd.org 

T
hom

as Jefferson S
oil and W

ater C
onservation 

The TJSWCD wishes to thank Timmons Environ-
mental Services for printing of this brochure.  



  A Forgotten Practice... 
Did you know an average of 34,300 gallons of rain falls on a 30’ x 

40’ roof in Central Virginia each year (based on an annual average 

rainfall of 45.72 inches).   This 34,300 gallons of water per year 

could potentially provide water for: 

A common practice in many areas of the world, and, historically, in 

some parts of Virginia, is to capture and store rooftop runoff for later 

  What type of systems can be installed? 

Why Install a Rooftop  
Runoff Collection System? 

· To provide an alternative 

source of water for landscaping, 

gardening, and other uses. 

 

· To minimize rainfall manage-

ment problems associated with 

land development. 

 

· To conserve ground and surface  

 

Installing a rooftop runoff  
collection system is a way to 

help yourself and the  
environment! 

· 4,287 showers; or 

· 686 loads of laundry; or 

· 6,860 flushes of a commode; or 

· 45 one-inch-deep waterings of a typical lawn; or any combination of the 

· Rain Barrels 
 
· Cisterns for Outdoor Water Uses or  
    Household Water Uses 
 
· Rain Gardens 

  How can rooftop water be used? 

����

· Rain barrels below gutters can collect water for outdoor 
uses such as car washing, irrigation, filling children’s 
swimming pools, or small fish ponds.   

 
· Cisterns can be used to collect larger quantities of water for 

livestock. 
 
· Reservoirs and pumping systems can collect large quanti-


