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Pleasant partnerships have taken root at Pleasant Grove via the Virginia Conservation 
Assistance Program (VCAP) and can take root with you too.  The TJSWCD, in partnership 
with four other Districts, initiated a "Conservation Assistance Program" to assist             
non-agricultural landowners in reducing their stormwater footprint and improve water    
quality.  VCAP provides financial incentives for non-agricultural, retrofit, best management        
practices district wide.    
 
There are Best Management Practices (BMPs) eligible for funding: Pet Waste Stations, 
Impervious Surface Removal, Turf Conversion to Native Plants, Rain Gardens, Green 
Roof, Bio-retention, Rainwater Harvesting Cisterns, Vegetated Stormwater Conveyances, 
Constructed Wetlands, Permeable Pavement, and Urban Nutrient Management.  
 
Funding is available and applications are currently being accepted from property owners in 
the City of Charlottesville and Albemarle, Fluvanna, Nelson and Louisa Counties.            
For more information visit our website www.tjswcd.org or contact Elizabeth Chudoba            
434-975-0224 ext. 110.   

Find us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/tjswcd 

 
Follow us on Twitter 
www.twitter.com/tjswcd 

Virginia Conservation Assistance Program Taking Root 

Making a Meadow at Pleasant Grove 
Reprinted with permission from Fluvanna Review.  Written by Tricia Johnson, Correspondent 

Many of the bush-hogged fields of Pleasant Grove Park will soon be replaced by the wild 
natural beauty of meadows. Fluvanna County Parks and Recreation Director Jason Smith 
has been working with Walter Hussey of Rivanna Master Naturalists; Will Shaw of the 
Department of Public Works and representatives from the Department of Game and   
Inland Fisheries; John Thompson of the Cooperative Extension Service; and the         
Department of Forestry to develop a plan that lets nature take its course. 
 
“We have a perfect opportunity at Pleasant Grove – the gem of Fluvanna County – to put 
this region’s natural history on display,” said Smith. “We are trying to perfect what nature 
gave to us.” Nature trails will wind through the meadows and the forests of Pleasant 
Grove, giving visitors a chance to experience different habitats and perhaps encounter 
wildlife. 
 
Part of the plan included planting borders of wildlife-friendly trees in hedgerows around 
the meadows. All of the hedgerows will connect back to existing forest, giving wildlife an 
avenue to travel through and around the meadows. These trees were purchased with a 
$2,250 grant from the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District, which was 

sought and 
won by the 
Office of  
Public Works 
under Will 
Shaw. “The 
grants      
supplied us 
some native 
trees and 
shrubs that 
are both food 
and covering 
species (for)    
bordering 
hedgerows,” 
said Shaw.  

Continued on page 2 

http://www.fluvannareview.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6163:making-a-meadow-at-pleasant-grove&catid=34:headlines&Itemid=152
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Because of the grant, and the willingness of non-profits and other agencies to work together, Fluvanna County has not 
had to contribute money to the program. In fact, the county may end up saving money, since the fields will no longer 
need to be maintained.   

 
Walter Hussey sees the future when he looks at the newly planted trees, upright in their protective tubes. “The trees are 
chinquapin, hazelnut, eastern red cedar, red oak, and persimmon,” said Hussy. “We asked for a variety from the        
Forestry Department, but this is just the beginning,” he said. He explained that many trees, shrubs, wildflowers and   

native grasses will be planted in the hedgerows         
naturally by wildlife or the wind. “Cedars will come up 
here pretty quickly, sumac will come in pretty quickly…
some pines will start to come in. There will be lots of 
brambles and lots of blackberries, and lots of milkweed,” 
he added, “but it is going to take time.” 
 
Milkweed, Shaw pointed out, is an especially important 
wild plant. “Many of the creatures that we really like are 
becoming scarce because of a lack of habitat,” Shaw 
explained. “Monarch butterflies, for instance, are dying 
primarily because of a lack of milkweed.”  
 
Another native   
creature which has 
become scarce in 
Virginia is the     

bobwhite quail. This once plentiful little bird with its charming topknot and distinctive 
“Bob-White!” call has dropped precipitously in numbers over the past few decades. 
The cause, it turns out, is an agricultural development that was supposed to         
revolutionize farming: Kentucky 31 Fescue Grass. This grass, which became      
ubiquitous in farms all over the South during the decades of the 1960s and 1970s, 
was prized for its dense structure and cold-hardiness. No one knew that the grass 

was literally too dense for the bobwhite quail to pass 
through. “The quail population has catastrophically       
collapsed,” said Shaw. “One of the things we will be doing 
at Pleasant Grove Park over time is reducing the        
prominence of fescue, and replacing it with native grasses 
and native wildflowers,” he explained. “We recently spotted 
our first two quail at Pleasant Grove,” he added. 
 
Smith has been impressed with the level of cooperation and support 
among non-profits and agencies for this program. “What it comes down to is community    
partners like the Rivanna Master Naturalists, our local extension office, the Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries, the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District – all 
working together to make it happen,” Smith said. “The support that we have gotten from our 

county administrator and the Board of Supervisors has been really helpful,” he added. 
 
The hope is that the meadows, with the new system of trails, will draw more visitors to Pleasant Grove Park.                 
“A meadow environment supports so many more species,” said  Shaw. “The more wildlife species there are, the more 
there is for people to look at and enjoy.”  The Virginia state website has Pleasant Grove Park as part of the Virginia 
State Bird and Wildlife Trail – bird and wildlife enthusiasts are going to get on that website and learn about what     
Pleasant Grove Park has to offer.  Another new project in the works is the pollinator garden, located behind Pleasant 
Grove House next to the Community Garden. This garden will be used to teach visitors the importance of the             
pollinators, and how to support them in their own gardens. 
 
Eventually the trails will loop around behind the Fluvanna Library, and connect to  family-friendly trails there that         
culminate in a special wildlife educational display in the children’s section of the library.  “The county has done a good 
job here,” said Hussey. “As a citizen of the county, I like what they are doing on the nature side, too,” he said. “There is 
a lot already here, it isn’t expensive –all they have to do is just let it go,” he said with a smile. 

Continued from page 1 

Photo courtesy of DGIF 

Newly planted saplings at Pleasant Grove.  Photo by Tricia Johnson  
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TJSWCD Announces the 2015 College  
Scholarship Recipient 

It is our great pleasure to congratulate Hunter Watkins, this year’s college    
scholarship recipient.  Hunter graduated from Louisa County High School with   
a 3.96 GPA.  He is enrolled in the Associates of Science program at Piedmont  
Virginia Community College and intends to complete a bachelor's degree from 
Virginia Tech.  While attending Louisa County High School, Hunter was      
actively involved in leadership roles with FFA and the Louisa County 4-H    
Livestock Club.  We wish you great success in your future endeavors. 
 
Each year, TJSWCD awards one to three college scholarships to students 
who demonstrate an active interest in soil & water conservation.  Scholarships 
are available for eligible students residing in Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa and 
Nelson Counties and the City of Charlottesville.  For more scholarship            
information visit our website.    

 

Funding Available for Winter Cover Crop Planting 
Through the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District 

Cover Crop Incentive Program 
Now allowing a wide range of seeding mixes including radishes, canola, rape, and legumes. 

 

  Incentives are available for both harvestable and non-harvestable cover crop: 
 Non-Harvestable Program: 

 $15 per acre incentive payment to plant by November 1 

 Additional $25 per acre incentive payment to plant by October 10 

 Additional $8 per acre incentive payment to plant certain rye cultivars 

 Must be killed by May 15 (Harvesting not permitted) 

 Harvestable Program: 

 $20 per acre incentive payment to plant by October 10 

 May not enroll over 300 acres for incentive payment (tax-credit still offered) 

 Both Programs Require: 

 60% cover by December 1  

 A nutrient management plan for fields enrolled 

 No nutrients be applied to cover crop 
 

                        Contact the District before August 19, 2015                                                                 
                                   in order to be eligible for incentives 

          
Applications submitted after August 19, 2015 will be considered for tax credit only 

For more information, to sign an application or to set up a meeting, contact the TJSWCD. 
In Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa or Nelson Counties, call (434) 975-0224 x102.  

 

Soil and water are fundamental to life itself. Many people don't stop to realize the importance of clean water, nor the 

value of soil for growing crops and trees- not only to humans, but to all creatures great and small. It can take hundreds 

of years for only an inch of topsoil to form - and in nearly no time at all for it to wash away during a heavy rain if it’s  

unprotected or has been disturbed. One place that it can end up, all too often, is in a creek or river where it can then 

affect water quality and damage habitat for aquatic life. Soil and water are linked to one another - and we depend on 

both.   

          Rain Barrels For Sale 
TJSWCD sells EarthMinded  
RainStation (45 gal) rain barrel kits 
for $80.00.  Call 434-975-0224 ext. 
107 to arrange for an easy pick-up.  
Also, ask about the Albemarle Co. 
and the City of  Charlottesville $30.00 
rebate.  

If you are interested 
in having a group or          
community          
rainwater harvesting 
workshop or a    
tailgate tutorial —     
contact Lauriston for 
more information.   
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Louisa County High School home of the Lions —               
Roarrrr to the Virginia Dominion State Envirothon Competition  

 
 
Louisa County High 
School placed in the top 
ten at the Virginia        
Dominion Envirothon.  
The team came in 8th 
overall out of 19 teams.  
Their road to the state 
competition began 
many, many months ago 
at the TJSWCD’s local 
competition in March, 
bringing teams from  
Albemarle Co. High 
School and Louisa 
Co.High School together 
in a strong  competition.  
In April, both high 
schools advanced onto 
the regional Dominion     
Envirothon in an even 
stronger competition and 
Louisa Co. High School 
qualified for the state 
Dominion Envirothon. 
  
                                  
 

Supported and encouraged by community leaders and natural resource professionals each team clearly earned their    
advancement at each level of competition.  Teams demonstrated their knowledge and in-the-field skill testing abilities in 
Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, Wildlife and the 2015 special topic — Urban and Community Forestry.  Additionally, the oral 
presentation portion of the Envirothon, challenged students to research, plan and design a specific urban forest           
management plan ensuring healthy trees, shrubs and related vegetation that can contribute to the environmental  
rehabilitation of the site.  Benefiting both the citizens and animals using the area and enhance economic development in 
the redevelopment of the Avtex site located in Front Royal, VA.   
 
Thank you to all those who generously provided support, instruction, evaluation and encouragement for our teams: 
Bitsy Waters, Charlottesville Tree Commission; Carol Wise & Nancy Weiss, Charlottesville Area Tree Stewards;          
Dan Triman, green buildings/business sustainability consulting; Leah Jung, private land management; Ida Swenson, 
Rivanna Master Naturalist (Bitsy, Carol, Nancy, Dan & Leah also Rivanna Master Naturalist); Lara Johnson, Ellen Powell 
& Heather Tuck, Department of Forestry; Chris Fields-Johnson, Arborist, Bartlett Tree Experts; Albemarle County Farm 
Bureau; Jessie Coles & Nathou Attinger, Rockfish Wildlife Sanctuary; Kory Kirkland & John Lipinski, National Resource 
Conservation Services; The Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts; Deloris Bradshaw, TJSWCD   
Associate Director; and the TJSWCD staff.   
 
A very special thank you and recognition to the dedicated teachers always going above and beyond: Albemarle Co. High 
School coaches Diana Webber & Angie Worley and Louisa Co. High School coach Kim Jancaitis-Martinak.   
 
TJSWCD wishes to extend our congratulations to Hidden Pond Nature Center from Northern Virginia Soil & Water      
Conservation District.  Hidden Pond Nature Center placed first in the state and will travel to Springfield, MO in July for the 
National Envirothon representing Virginia.   

Pictured above: Louisa County High School Envirothon Team. Morgan Caudill, Taylor Comer, Alexis Culley, Samantha Heid,                          
Joshua Isenhour, Matt LaPorte and Marissa Sperry representing the District at the Virginia Dominion Envirothon at Longwood University 

May 17 & 18. 
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Pollinators 
 

Pollinating animals, including bees, ants, hummingbirds, 

butterflies, bats, beetles and others, are vital to our    

intricate ecosystem.  Providing healthy watersheds,  

supporting food crops, medicinal plants, vegetative     

bio-diversity and more.  They are an essential link in the 

agricultural & horticultural economy of our country.    

Particularly here in Virginia where agriculture is one of          

our major industries.  

About 75 percent of all plants, including those in our 
yards, gardens and parks, depend on pollinators. Home 
gardens in urban, suburban and rural areas play an  
important role in providing habitat for pollinators and 
protecting them from threats.  

 
During National Pollinator Week, June 15-21, 2015, all 
across the country thousands of children and adults  
participated in community events such as workshops, 
gardening projects, guided walks, films, photo contests, 
informative displays and educational lectures from    
experts in the field. 

 
 
National Moth Week 
July 18-26, 2015 

 Moths are among the most diverse and successful 

organisms on earth. 

 Scientists estimate there are 150,000 to more than 

500,000 moth species. 

 Their colors and patterns are either dazzling or so 

cryptic that they define camouflage. Shapes and 
sizes span the gamut from as small as a pinhead to 
as large as an adult’s hand. 

 Most moths are nocturnal, and need to be sought at 

night to be seen – others fly like butterflies during 
the day. 

 Finding moths can be as simple as leaving a porch 

light on and checking it after dark. 
www.nationalmothweek.org 

 
National Honey Bee Day 
August 22, 2015 
“Honey bees are as important today as they ever 
were. A decline in native pollinators, due to a host of 
reasons, impacts local agriculture and many backyard  
gardens. Beekeepers are not just vital for large scale 

food production. Backyard          
beekeepers are vital for             
neighborhood pollination. And your 
local ecosystem of food production 
for wild animals and birds is         
dependent on this same pollination. 
Beekeepers fill the void with their  

honey bees. It is that simple.” www.nationalhoneybeeday.com 

Announcing a new cost-share program 
for the Tye River Watershed                   

in Nelson County.  

A TMDL Implementation Plan was developed and           
approved for the Tye River Watershed.  The implementation 
area is located in the southern and western portions of   
Nelson County and includes the Tye River, Rucker Run,              
Hat Creek, and Piney River.  

To support the pollution reductions needed to help restore 
the health of the rivers, the District can provide                 
supplemental cost-share assistance for agriculture Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) and septic system pump 
outs, repairs and replacements within the Tye River         
watershed.  
 
Funding is available to farmers, landowners and          
homeowners. Applications are available beginning           
July 1, 2015. For more information, visit our website 
www.tjswcd.org or call Luke Longanecker, Conservation 
Specialist at (434) 975-0224, ext. 106.    

 

 

-FAQ- 
Q: Why wouldn’t they let the butterfly into the dance? 

A: Because it was a moth ball.  
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Mountains to the Bay Academy 
 

The Virginia Resource-Use Education Council (VRUEC) in partnership with The Office of Science and Health Education 
Virginia Department of Education are pleased to offer three Mountains to the Bay (M2B) Watershed Academies for            
4

th 
- 7

th
 grade teachers. 

 
No matter where in Virginia we live, WE ALL LIVE IN A WATERSHED!  Teacher teams from your school are eligible to   
participate in the M2B Academies: the Potomac River M2B Watershed Academy, the Rappahannock/York Rivers M2B   
Watershed Academy, and the James River M2B Watershed Academy.  These academies are offered at no cost for your 
teachers or for your school.  All room, board, and materials are covered through grant funding. 
 
The academies will provide exemplary instruction focused on the river watersheds through an interdisciplinary approach 
for teams of teachers from all content areas at your school.  Interdisciplinary teams of science, math, language arts and 
social studies teachers are encouraged to attend.  
 
We are asking schools to establish teams of four to six teachers who represent a cross section of 4

th
, 5

th
, 6

th
, or 7

th
 grade 

level content (science, social studies, language arts, mathematics, physical education, etc.).  One of the teachers on 
each team must be a science teacher.  This format will encourage your teachers to use watersheds (which are a major 
focus in the science SOL) as an integrating context across the curriculum.  Even if your school is outside of the James, 
York, Rappahannock, or Potomac River watersheds, the academies’ content and format can be applied to the watershed 
in which your school is located. 
 
For complete details about the M2B Watershed Academies, please contact Barbara Young by e-mail at                                 
Barbara.Young@doe.virginia.gov or by telephone at (804) 225-2676. 

mailto:Barbara.Young@doe.virginia.gov

