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The Rivanna River Basin Commission (RRBC), in partnership with the Thomas
Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District (TJSWCD), Rivanna Regional
Stormwater Education Partnership (RRSEP), StreamWatch, and many others, has
received a grant to address the bacterial contamination of the Moore’s Creek
watershed. The Moore’s Creek watershed covers 35 square miles of Albemarle
County and the City of Charlottesville. The creek forms much of the southern
boundary of Charlottesville, draining the southern part of the city and parts of
Albemarle County to the south and west of the city. Moore’s Creek has been TMDL
listed since 1998. Bacteria pollution in Moore’s Creek is from fecal coliform, found
in the intestines of all warm-blooded animals, including dogs, cats, cattle, and
humans. This grant brings resources to the community to help with pollution
reduction from homeowners and citizens.
Over 60% of the funding will be made available as “cost-share” to help landowners and homeowners address the sources of pollution on privately-owned
lands. The TJSWCD will reach out to homeowners in the watershed to encourage
“best management practices” (BMPs), ranging from stream exclusion fencing for
livestock, to septic system pump-out and repairs. The RRSEP will be working to
promote and provide home composters specially designed for pet-waste and to
encourage pet-waste collection. StreamWatch will recruit citizens to help monitor
the streams in the Moore’s Creek watershed. For further information please
contact Leslie Middleton, RRBC (434-971-7722; middlton@rivannariverbasin.org),
Alyson Sappington, TJSWCD (434-975-0224; alyson.sappington@tjswcd.org), Martin
Johnson, RRSEP (434-975-0224; martin.johnson@tjswcd.org), or Rose Brown,
StreamWatch (434-962-3527; rose@streamwatch.org).

Cost Share Program
If you are interested in implementing conservation practices on your farm, the
TJSWCD has cost share funds and technical expertise that may be able to assist you.
There are still cost share funds available to farmers for this program year, and even
more funds rolling in. Many of our programs are structured to offer 75% cost share,
with an additional 25% tax credit on your out-of-pocket expenses. The tax code of
Virginia has changed such that any tax credits that the producer cannot use will be
issued in the form of a refund from the Virginia Department of Taxation.
The SL-9 “Grazing Land Management” best management practice allows 50%
cost share to install additional cross-fencing and extend the watering system to
pastures with fenced out water sources. It is a new option to help producers, and
does require implementation of a nutrient management plan, a prescribed grazing
plan, and maintenance of the project.
There are programs available to help you maintain existing conservation work
on your farm. If you have existing stream exclusion fence, there is a practice that
will pay $1.00 per linear foot of streambank protected for maintenance on that
fence for 5 years. There are also incentive payments available for continuing no-till
systems and planted stream buffer maintenance. For more information please
contact the TJSWCD at 434-975-0224, and 540-967-5940 for Louisa.

Legislative Update 2012
Each year, Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) across
the State monitor and provide input into the work of the
Virginia General Assembly. The General Assembly meets
annually, beginning on the second Wednesday in January, for
60 days in even-numbered years and for 30 days in odd-numbered years. This year’s session
began on January 11 and will conclude on March 10. In addition to bills submitted by Senators
and Delegates, the General Assembly will also consider the biennial budget submitted by Governor McDonnell. Many
bills submitted this year concern issues that Soil and Water Conservation Districts deal with every day. In addition,
the proposed budget will have significant impacts on the ability of SWCDs to provide technical assistance to citizens
and local governments. Following are some items the Thomas Jefferson SWCD is following during this session (HB =
House Bill, SB = Senate Bill, HJ = House Joint Resolution):
o
HB 67 – Asserts certain waters are not subject to provisions of Federal Clean Water Act.
o
HB 176 & SB 77 – Directs Virginia Soil & Water Conservation Board (SWCB) to adopt regulations governing
certification of certain nutrient credits and establishing online registry of certified credits.
o
HB 186 – Authorizes localities, by ordinance, to prohibit land application of sewage sludge.
o
HB 456 & SB 404 – Makes existing tax credit for riparian forest buffer protection refundable (Currently, it may be
carried forward for five years, but is not refundable).
o
HB 618 – Authorizes local governing bodies to enact an ordinance requiring that the locality’s representatives on
the SWCD Board be appointed by the governing body rather than elected by registered voters.
o
HB 799 & SB 425 – Charges SWCB with responsibility to establish policies and requirements for obtaining a
Virginia Water Protection Permit for interbasin transfer of water resources.
o
HB 932 – Directs up to $150,000 annually from Natural Resources Commitment Fund to Department of
Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR) Nutrient Management Training and Certification Fund to develop webbased planning software and training materials for those implementing nutrient management plans on their
lands.
o
HB 1009 – Specifies means of serving an order for land-disturbance without an approved plan or required permit
under Erosion & Sediment Control Act.
o
HB 1065 & SB 407 – Integrates elements of Erosion and Sediment Control Act, Stormwater Management Act, and
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act.
o
HJ 137 – Requests Secretary of Natural Resources to study the possibility that regulatory requirements may be
modified to alleviate cost and time required to pursue land-disturbing activities in Virginia.
o
SB 174 – Requires DCR, if requested by a local government, to provide technical and staff assistance in managing
local MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) program.
o
SB 402 – Establishes as a priority for funding from Nutrient Offset Fund those nutrient offsets that are produced
from facilities that generate electrical or heat energy, steam or hot water using animal waste as a fuel source.
o
SB 403 – Increases land preservation tax credit from 40% to 50% of fair market value of conveyance for working
farmers, for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2013.
o
SB 410 – Requires as a condition for contribution to a SWCB-approved fund, in lieu of creating or restoring compensatory wetland or stream acreage, either a showing that sufficient compensatory mitigation bank credits are
unavailable or that SWCB has determined that unique circumstances exist.
Governor’s Budget Proposals:
1. Elimination of $1,000,000 of operational funding for SWCDs (Budget amendments have been submitted in
both House and Senate to restore this funding.)
2. Elimination of $1,046,840 for technical staff of SWCDs (Budget amendments have been submitted in both
House and Senate to restore this funding.)
3. Elimination of $311,777 in nongeneral fund appropriation for Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund. (Since
1992, revenues from Chesapeake Bay license plates have been deposited into this fund and used for projects
that improve water quality of the Bay.)
For more information look at the Virginia Legislative Information System, http://leg1.state.va.us/.
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Welcome New District Directors
There are three new directors at the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District. In November 2011 Lonnie Murray (Albemarle County), Tom Pratley
(Fluvanna County), and Brian Wagner (Louisa County) were elected.
Lonnie Murray (pictured left) was elected as a new Director for Albemarle
County. He has been involved for many years in local environmental and
community planning initiatives, including the Charlottesville Citizens Committee
on Environmental Sustainability, Albemarle County Natural Heritage
Committee, Biscuit Run State Park Master Plan Advisory Committee, and was one
of the founders of Charlottesville Earth Week. He also helps his family
(remotely) manage their 600 acre timber operation in Kenansville, N.C. where
they grow mainly loblolly and longleaf
pines. Mr. Murray lives in Batesville with his
wife and two daughters.
Brian Wagner (pictured right) is the new
Director for Louisa County. He is co-founder
and serves as the principal biologist of Ecosystem Services, LLC a private ecological
restoration and environmental consulting company based in Louisa, Virginia. Mr.
Wagner has 24 years of progressive experience in the environmental restoration
and environmental consulting industry. His area of experience includes
environmental assessment, environmental permitting, regulatory negotiation and
environmental restoration. His experience has included employment with local and
state government agencies and private consulting and environmental restoration
companies. He has diverse training and experience in water quality protection,
environmental regulation and environmental
restoration throughout the southeast and midAtlantic. Brian lives on a 40-acre farm with his
wife and two children in western Louisa County.
Mr. Tom Pratley (pictured left) was elected as a new Director from Fluvanna
County in November 2011. In 2008, Mr. Pratley and his wife, Dr. Phyllis Montellese,
M.D., moved from the Pittsburgh area to a small farm in Palmyra. They are vendors
at the Fluvanna Farmer’s Market. Mr. Pratley is active with the James River Chapter
of the Ruffed Grouse Society as Habitat Chair. He served on the Fluvanna County
Rural Zoning Task Force in 2010. Mr. Pratley has an Associate’s degree in Civil
Engineering Technology and worked as a survey crew chief for a Pittsburgh
engineering firm. He also served on the board of a small Pittsburgh-area land trust.
These new directors replace Nick Evans (Albemarle) and Sam Patterson
(Fluvanna). Also Director Mary Johnson (Louisa) will now transfer to being an
Associate Director for the District. We would like to extend our thanks and
gratitude to Sam, Nick, and Mary for their years of service with the District.

Rain Barrel Kits For Sale
The TJSWCD is now selling Rain Barrel Kits for $55. Please contact Nicola McGoff at 434-975-0224 or
nicola.mcgoff@vaswcd.org to purchase a barrel kit or to have your name added to a list to receive
information on future workshops. More information on our rain barrel program and rainwater harvesting can be found online at: tjswcd.org/Rain_Barrels.html
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Voluntary Agriculture BMP Pilot Project
The Chesapeake Bay Model, which forms the basis for the Chesapeake Bay Total
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), only takes into account conservation work that was
reported through State or Federal funding programs. Therefore, if a farmer hasn’t
participated in a stream fencing program, it is assumed that his streams are not
fenced; if a farmer isn’t receiving a payment annually for using a no-till drill, then it is
assumed he is plowing up the land instead. This may lead to greater reductions to
pollution required in the agricultural realm than are actually needed to achieve a
healthy Chesapeake Bay. Farmers worry that these reduction requirements are likely
to lead directly to regulation on agriculture.
In response to this concern, the State of Virginia set aside funding to try to determine if there is a significant amount of voluntary conservation work being applied.
Since August, the TJSWCD has been doing outreach in the agricultural community to
find such practices. Mercer Garnett, TJSWCD Agricultural Outreach Technician, has
been travelling the District recording voluntary agricultural practices. The TJSWCD
wants to help get farmers credit for all the good work they are doing. The project
should result in a better Bay Model and perhaps lessen the chance of regulation. If
you or a friend or neighbor has done conservation work on the farm without the help
of government funds, please give Mercer a call at (434) 989-8594.
(Images from http://reducingbaypollution.wordpress.com/)

StreamWatch Land Use Study
In Fall 2011, StreamWatch released its latest study, which
examined the relationships between land use, stream habitat, and
stream biology in the Rivanna River watershed. Stream health is
closely related to land use. Rural landscapes with a lot of forest
have healthy streams. In addition, forested buffers alongside
streams can protect and improve stream health. Unstable banks
and excess sediment affect the health of many Rivanna streams.
Urban areas with lots of paved surfaces have unhealthy streams.
The relationship between land use and stream health is so strong
that we can estimate stream health based on the amount of forest
and development in the surrounding area.
About 70% of streams in the Rivanna watershed are failing
Virginia’s biological standard. This standard tells us whether streams support a variety of life forms. Streams with more
life have better water quality, and can provide better services to humans. Such services include water supply, recreation, and aesthetic enjoyment. Most of the Rivanna watershed is semi-rural (exurban). In this exurban landscape,
forest cover averages about 70%, and there are about 17 acres for every house. This amount of disturbance may seem
mild, yet more than half of exurban streams failed the biological standard. Rural and exurban streams decline rapidly
with increased development or deforestation. In urban areas, stream health is already poor. Therefore, urban streams
do not respond dramatically to additional development. Fortunately, only 5% to 10% of streams are severely degraded.
Most streams sit near the pass/fail cusp and might meet the standard with better care. However, based on current
development practices and projected land use changes, a third of the remaining healthy streams could fail the
standard within 20 years. For more information about StreamWatch’s key findings, go to http://streamwatch.org/lus

Geotextile Fabric For Sale
The TJSWCD is now selling non-woven geo-textile filter fabric for use in installing water troughs and
stream crossings. The fabric is available by the square foot. If you are interested in more details
please contact Taylor Pippins at 434-975-0224.
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Clean Farm Awards 2011
Corduroy Farm – Mark and Doniphan Howland
2011 York River Basin Winner
Mining sites typically bring to mind visions of barren
landscapes and sediment-filled waterways. Corduroy
Farm, in the Historic Green Springs area of Louisa
County, is quite the opposite. This recent mining site is
covered with a thick stand of fescue and clover. Virginia
Vermiculite began mining Corduroy Farm in the late
1970s with some mine pits over 100 feet deep. Throughout the reclamation process, the Howlands contoured
the land so that it would be more effective for pasturing
and erosion control.
Corduroy Farm, owned and operated by Mark and
Doniphan Howland, consists of roughly 200 acres of pasture in the gently rolling foothills of Virginia’s Piedmont.
The farm is located just 6 miles downstream from the
South Anna River’s headwaters. Being at the headwaters
affords them the unique opportunity to protect water
quality for everyone downstream.
The Howland’s run a cow/calf operation with
approximately 60 mature cows. They conduct meticulous rotational grazing with over 13,000 feet of permanent cross-fencing installed and 30 paddocks. The
Howland’s have a winter feeding structure with manure
storage which allows them to spread the composted
manure in the spring, eliminating the need for commercial fertilizer.
With stream buffer fencing, 9 acres of pasture have
been converted to riparian buffers through the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). The
Howland’s use portable livestock shade structures which
are rotated
through pastures with the
cattle during
the summer
months. The
only pesticides
used are to
maintain fence
lines. The
Howlands are
currently placing a conservation easement on Corduroy Farm through the Virginia
Outdoors Foundation. Corduroy Farm is a true conservation success story, thanks to the Howlands’ foresight and
environmental consciousness. The Howlands have set a
great precedent in the York River Watershed.

Piedmont Manor -Dave Norford
2011 James River Basin Winner
Across the rolling hills of Albemarle County, large
farms make up the patchwork of the landscape. Piedmont Manor is one of these farms. Mr. Norford, the leasing farmer, has kept his herd of 160 Angus/Hereford
brood cows and 8 registered Angus and Hereford bulls at
Piedmont Manor for the past twenty years. When he
came to the
farm, the
grass cover in
the pastures
was sparse
due to the
depletion of
the soil from
the centuries
of crop farming. Mr. Norford began
soil testing,
adding lime and fertilizer to the soil where necessary to
improve his forage. When Mr. Norford first considered
using poultry litter instead of commercial fertilizer, he
approached the District (TJSWCD) for a nutrient management plan in order to participate in a poultry litter transport program.
To date, Mr. Norford has completely fenced all the
waterways on the 600 acres of pasture and runs a management intensive rotational grazing system with 25
paddocks and 20 automatic watering troughs. He has
established two wildlife plots, 3.5 acres, and plans to
plant warm season grasses in his riparian buffer areas.
Mr. Norford has protected 2.6 miles of stream, home to
the endangered James spinymussel, and preserved 33
acres of riparian land. In addition, he has 2,000 acres of
woods on the western slopes managed with both a forestry and wildlife plan. He frost-seeds each winter with
clover to ensure a natural source of nitrogen in the soil.
He is experimenting with a new endophyte-friendly fescue to avoid the health issues associated with grazing
Black Angus cattle on traditional fescue.
The work completed on Piedmont Manor has
greatly improved the health of the Rivanna River and the
James River, and it has also helped his cattle operation.
Mr. Norford is an asset to the preservation of farmland
and the protection of the natural resources in the James
River watershed.
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Upcoming Events
RIVANNA RIVER SOJOURN

ENVIROTHON 2012….TEAMS NEEDED!!!

Rivanna Conservation Society (RCS) will host the 2012
Rivanna River Sojourn on April 21-22. The sojourn will
travel from Milton to Columbia, where the Rivanna meets
the James. Please visit the RCS website for further details
www.rivannariver.org.

Envirothon is a natural sciences nationwide competition
for teams of 5 high school aged students. TJSWCD is
currently registering local teams to compete at Walnut
Creek on March 23, 2012. For more information please
check out our website www.tjswcd.org/Envirothon.html
or call and ask for Nicola McGoff (434-975-0224).

2012 ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
The TJSWCD is now accepting scholarship applications,
deadline for materials is March 2nd. These scholarships
are available for high school seniors and college students
with their permanent addresses in the District. For more
information please check out our website
http://www.tjswcd.org/Scholarship.html or call and ask
for Nicola McGoff (434-975-0224).

2012 YOUTH CONSERVATION CAMP
The TJSWCD is now accepting applications for the 2012
Youth Conservation Camp. Camp is designed to give
students a chance to broaden their conservation knowledge and interests. All students in grades 9-12 may
apply. The deadline for application is May 4th. For more
information please check out our website
http://www.tjswcd.org/YouthConservationCamp.html
or call and ask for Nicola McGoff (434-975-0224).
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