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A Newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District 
Louisa and Nelson Counties and 

Serving Albemarle, Fluvanna,  

the City of Charlottesville 

Help us Conserve Paper!  

Would you like to receive this newsletter via E-mail, or be  

notified when we post it on our website? Send an e-mail to  

nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org  

Funding Available 

 
We have an abundance of cost share funds that need to be 

put to good use for livestock producers and crop producers in 

the District. If you are interested in implementing conservation practices on your 

farm, the District (TJSWCD) has cost share programs, funds, and technical expertise 

that may be able to assist you.  

• COVER CROP 

• SIDEDRESS OF NITROGEN ON CORN 

• CONTINUOUS NO-TILL SYSTEM 

• LONG TERM CONTINUOUS NO-TILL SYSTEM 

• PERMANENT VEGETATIVE COVER ON  

       CROPLAND 

• STREAM/WATER EXCLUSION FENCING 

• ALTERNATIVE WATERING SYSTEMS 

• DIVISION FENCING 

• CONTINUING CONSERVATION INCENTIVE 

 The tax code of Virginia has changed such that any tax credits that the   

producer cannot use will be issued in the form of a refund from the Virginia  

Department of Taxation. 

 In addition, we have money to spend in the MOORE'S CREEK WATERSHED on  

septic system upgrades and  

replacement, agricultural 

BMPs, and cost share on pet 

waste composters. Through 

water quality monitoring, it has 

been determined that Moore’s 

Creek is impaired with bacteria. 

Homeowners and farmers in 

the watershed therefore  

qualify for targeted funding to 

clean up potential sources of 

bacteria. The Moore’s Creek 

watershed lies in southwest 

Charlottesville and Albemarle 

County (see map right), and 

flows into the Rivanna River. 

Call the office for more details 

on funding 434-975-0224. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moore’s Creek watershed map 



NEW Rain Barrel Kits For Sale 
 The TJSWCD has a new supplier for rain barrels. The rain barrels are Earth Minded  

Recycled Rain Stations. The District will now sell Rain Barrel Kits for $75. Please  

contact Nicola McGoff at 434-975-0224 or nicola.mcgoff@vaswcd.org to purchase a barrel 

kit or to have your name added to a list to receive information on future workshops.  

 More information on our rain barrel program and rainwater harvesting can be found 

online at:   tjswcd.org/Rain_Barrels.html  

Southern Albemarle Wildlife-Friendly  

Farm and Forest Tour   

Sunday, September 9
th

 12:30-5:30pm  

 

 While the Virginia Piedmont supports a wide range of wildlife, 

many of these species like bobwhite quail, grassland song birds, and 

pollinators are in steep decline. Many folks remember the old days 

when the familiar Bobwhite call was commonly heard. These days 

it’s becoming increasingly rare to hear and see species like quail – a 

species that defines the Commonwealth of Virginia. It’s not just 

quail; many grassland/shrubland song birds such as grasshopper 

sparrows, eastern meadowlarks and brown thrasher have been de-

clining at a rate of 1-2% a year since the 1970s. It doesn’t take long 

at that rate for a species to blink out in one county or the next.    

 Development of rural areas is partly to blame, but the main 

culprit is changes in land management practices. Many farms are 

simply too manicured today, with pastures and lawns overly  

maintained for a “clean”, formal garden aesthetic. Unfortunately, 

lots of the species in peril thrive in the “messy” areas that are lost: 

thickets, hedgerows, fallow fields, old fields, etc.  

 To learn what you could do to improve wildlife on your own property, while also improving water quality, and 

maybe even getting cost-share funding for the work, join the Piedmont Environmental Council, the Thomas Jefferson 

SWCD, and other partners for an Albemarle Wildlife-Friendly Farm and Forest Tour to see properties that have  

implemented a range of wildlife habitat improvements.   

 Site visits will include: 

Lanark Farm- This private farm has been actively managing for wildlife for well over a decade. Notable habitat im-

provements include native warm season grass meadows managed through prescribed fire, stream restoration, 

pine stand management and much more.   

Fulfillment Farms- This nearly 2000 acre Wildlife Foundation of VA property is managed specifically for wildlife habi-

tat. Highlights of the tour will include timber stand improvements to produce oak savannas, constructed wet 

meadow for migratory waterfowl, native warm season grass plantings, and more.   

For more information visit www.pecva.org/events or contact PEC Sustainable Habitat Program Manager James Bar-

nes at jbarnes@pecva.org or 540-347-2334. To participate in a future wildlife-friendly farm tour in the White Hall 

area please contact Rex Linville at rlinville@pecva.org. 
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                          Geotextile Fabric For Sale 
 The TJSWCD is now selling non-woven, geo-textile filter fabric for use in installing water 

troughs and stream crossings. The fabric is available for $1.70 plus tax per square foot and the 

roll is 12.5 feet wide. If you are interested in more details please contact Taylor Pippins at  

434-975-0224.  

Photo credit: Leshoward Photography 
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RRBC Commences Rivanna Watershed Planning 
  
 Yogi Berra is credited with saying, “If you don't know where you are going, you will wind up somewhere else.” This 

is the essence of why we plan, and it holds as true for planning a trip to the supermarket as it does for developing a 

plan for a county or a watershed. 

 The Rivanna watershed planning process will include input and participation from the commission’s partners and 

many others whose lives and livelihood depend upon this region we call the Rivanna watershed. We will undertake this 

planning project using the unique structure of the RRBC, which 

represents local governments and citizens from the City of  

Charlottesville, Albemarle, Greene, and Fluvanna counties and the 

two SWCDs that work in the watershed, Thomas Jefferson and 

Culpeper. We will seek input from agencies and groups, such as 

the Virginia Department of Forestry, Rivanna Conservation Society, 

and the Thomas Jefferson Partnerships for Economic  

Development. 

 Part plan, part outreach, and part suite of tools, the process 

will integrate the emerging requirements for better stormwater 

management with the local and Bay TMDLs (“clean-up plans” for 

specific pollutants). The plan also will provide a context for  

decision-making about nutrient trading and use of offsets for 

stormwater management by prioritizing areas and actions for  

conservation, protection, and restoration across the watershed. 

And it will start with developing a snapshot of where we are right 

now with respect to the health of the Rivanna river basin, its  

waters, and landscape. 

 Our project mascot is the eastern snapping turtle (Chelydra serpentine serpentina), which inhabits ponds, streams, 

rivers, and swamps throughout Virginia. Like its ancestor of 215 million years ago, the eastern snapping turtle is unable 

to pull its head and legs into its shell for protection or to hide. We like to think that this project will be guided by the 

spirit of needing to look with clear and open eyes at the current state of our watershed. So watch for “Snappy” in the 

months to come.  

 If you have any questions about this project, please contact Leslie Middleton or Jessica Lassettter at 434-971-7722 

or visit www.rivannariverbasin.org. 

 

      District Staff News 
 

•  The District office has been busy these past few months. We would like to welcome a new 

Watershed Assistant Intern, Brian Walton (picture left). He started work with the District in June 

to develop the Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) and conduct outreach for the eight P.L. 566 Wa-

tershed Control Structures in Louisa. The EAPs are based off the Dam Break Inundation Zone 

studies completed for the District this spring. Brian will be busy for a few months yet completing 

this project.  

• The District has spent the past year working with landowners to ascertain their voluntary 

BMP practices, that may otherwise by unaccounted for in the Bay model. This project is now 

completed, and with this we bid farewell to our Agricultural Outreach Technician, Mercer  

Garnett III. He travelled throughout the District talking to landowners and did a wonderful job of representing the  

District to everyone he talked with.   

•       On a more personal note the District would like to wish our Conservation Specialist, Raleigh Coleman and his new 

wife Allison, many happy and healthy years together. They were married on their land, in Louisa County, at the end of 

May. Congratulations Mr. and Mrs. Coleman!   

Meet Snappy! 
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James River Hero Home 
Certified homes qualify for exclusive gifts, discounts and events! 

 

 Even if you can’t see the James River – or any body of water – from your house, 

your actions still impact the health of the James River and its tributaries.  Every time it 

rains, fertilizers and herbicides, bacteria from pet waste, chemicals and sediment flow 

from your property into local waterways. 

 You can take some simple steps to significantly reduce stormwater runoff and help 

your home become a certified River Hero Home. Everyone needs a hero, especially the 

James River and this new certification program from the James River Association (JRA) is 

open to everyone living within the James River watershed. 

 There are a few simple changes you can take to make your home a River Hero 

Home like installing a rain barrel, creating a rain garden, cleaning up after your pet, or 

mowing high and leaving the clippings. 

 Once your home has been certified by JRA as meeting River Hero Home qualifications, you’ll receive an attractive 

garden flag, window cling, access to a dedicated Google group, exclusive discounts at participating local garden shops, 

and an invitation to attend the annual River Hero Home Lawn Party. It’s easy, it’s fun and you’ll be helping to protect 

the health and beauty of local streams and the James River. More information on the program can be found at 

www.JamesRiverHero.org or email Michelle Kokolis at mkokolis@jrava.org. 

 Clean Farm Awards 2013 
 

 Every year the District can award farms the “Clean Farm Award” for the installation 

of BMPs, and other good stewardship throughout the past year. The District also selects 

one from the James River Basin and one from the York River Basin to be considered by 

the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) for the Basin Award.  

 Farmers and landowners who receive the Virginia Clean Water Farm Award are  

progressive in managing their farm operations and have adopted and implemented  

innovative conservation tools, technologies and practices. Please contact the  

District (434-975-0224) to nominate yourself or your neighbor for these awards. 

               TJSWCD Nelson County Field Day 

 
 Through rain, and some sunshine, the Nelson County  community 

came together to learn more about their local environment on May 22
nd

 at 

Glenthorne Farm Mitigation Bank (GFMB), in Nellysford. The District hosted 

this event to gather the Nelson County community together, to teach about 

mitigation banking, stream restoration, stormwater runoff and low impact  

developments, as well as to remember Hurricane Camille and its impacts on 

Nelson County.  

 With sixty people in  

attendance, ranging in age 

from 2 to 97, a good time 

was had by all and dinner was served from the local Blue Ridge Pig.   

 The program consisted of a series of talks and incorporated a trail 

walk to the Rockfish River to see stream restoration structures and the 

restored stream mitigation bank area at Glenthorne Farm. If you wish to 

hear about future events or if you have any questions for the District 

please call Nicola McGoff at 434-975-0224.    

Dick Whitehead presents on Hurricane Camille  

Trail walk through a stream restoration area 
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Youth Conservation Camp 2012 

 This summer fifty Virginia high school students spent a week (July 8 - 14) at Virginia Tech learning about natural 

resource conservation. The District supports annual scholarships for two students to attend, covering all expenses for 

the week. This week-long experience immerses students in a variety of environmental topics and activities. Students 

spent one day at Claytor Lake State Park tackling fisheries management, 

water quality, and lake ecology issues. Shock fishing, the forestry hike, and 

the Enviroscape lessons were a favorite with the campers this year. Other 

lessons were stream morphology, a GPS scavenger hunt, and a canoe trip 

on the New River. Students who participated in Youth Conservation Camp 

returned home tired, but with many fun and wonderful memories, and a 

new understanding and appreciation for our natural resources.  

 YCC is made possible through support of the Virginia Association of 

Soil & Water Conservation Districts, Virginia Farm Bureau, the Virginia 

Chapter of the American Fisheries Society and the Virginia Credit Union.   

 Applications will be accepted for the 2013 camp scholarships in spring 

2013. Please see our website for more details:  

http://www.tjswcd.org/YouthConservationCamp.html or contact Nicola 

McGoff (nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org). 

College Scholarships 2012 
 

 Each year the District awards scholarship money to high school seniors and college students to assist them in  

following an environmental education pathway.  This year we would like to congratulate Andrew Pericak and Razvan  

Untaroiu on earning this scholarship.  Andrew, an Albemarle County resident, is an Environmental Studies major at  

University of Richmond, with interests in climate change, environmental leadership, and citizen action leading to  

reform. Razvan, a City of Charlottesville resident, plans to attend UVA, with  focus on environmental engineering and 

alternative energy. We would like to wish both scholars all the best with their future studies and environmental en-

deavors. 

Scholarship recipients from TJSWCD at YCC 

Envirothon 2013 
 

 Teams are now forming for Envirothon 2013! High school students in teams of 5, will compete in this hands-on  

environmental problem-solving competition. Teams compete in 5 areas: soils, aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, and 

the current environmental issue. Winning teams receive college scholarship money. To register a team or get help put-

ting a team together contact Nicola McGoff at the District (434-975-0224). 
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Rivanna River & Reservoir Makeover  

Oct 5- Oct 13, 2012 

Rivanna Conservation Society is hosting and facilitating a 

number of projects and programs, including: Buffer 

plantings, fencing and stormwater restoration projects, 

river and reservoir cleanup, river and reservoir paddles, 

and land owner education forums. Volunteers are 

needed to implement this ambitious program. 

For more information log on to www.rivannariver.org 

Upcoming Events 

Governors Go Green 

October 20, 9am to 1pm 

The District will conduct a Nelson County High School 

Tree Planting, October 20th, from 9 to 1. Come along, 

bring a friend, bring your gloves and shovels, and let's 

Green up this space. For details please contact Nicola 

McGoff at 434-975-0224 or nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org 

StreamWatch Introductory Training Workshop  

November 3, 10am - 3pm 

 This workshop will cover the fundamentals of stream 

biological sampling: catching and identifying aquatic in-

vertebrates for the purpose of evaluating water quality 

and stream health. The workshop is free, but class size is 

limited. To sign up, email rose@streamwatch.org or call 

434-962-3527.  

Last Call At The Oasis 

September 18, 7:30PM 

The District will host a screening of the film “Last Call At 

The Oasis.” To purchase tickets please go to http://

www.tugg.com/events/1297#.UCVS_6CD9D4. For more 

details please contact Nicola McGoff at 434-975-0224 or 

nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org 


