Resource Review
A Newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District

Serving Albemarle, Fluvanna,
Louisa and Nelson Counties and
the City of Charlottesville

December 2012

Thomas Jefferson Soil &
Water Conservation District

Pet Waste Composters

706 G Forest Street
Charlottesville, VA 22903
434-975-0224
web site: tjswcd.org

DIRECTORS:
Lonnie Murray, Albemarle
Steven Meeks, Vice Chair., Albemarle
Robert Parrish, Fluvanna
Tom Pratley, Fluvanna
Paul Davis, Chair, Nelson
David Collins, Nelson
James Kean, Louisa
Brian Wagner, Louisa
John Conover, Treas., City of Charlottesville
Rich Collins, City of Charlottesville
Carrie Swanson, Extension Appointment
John Easter, Sec., At-Large Appointment
Irvin White, Assoc. Director, Albemarle
Charlotte Rea, Assoc. Director, Nelson
Mary Johnson, Assoc. Director, Louisa

DISTRICT PERSONNEL:
Alyson Sappington, District Manager
Emily Nelson, Conservation Program Manager
Deloris Bradshaw, Administrative Assistant
Martin Johnson, Urban Conservation Specialist
Raleigh Coleman, Conservation Specialist
Taylor Pippins, Conservation Technician
Nicola McGoff, Outreach & Education Coordinator
Brian Walton, Watershed Assistant (Intern)

NATURAL RESOURCES
CONSERVATION SERVICE
ALBEMARLE, FLUVANNA, LOUISA, and NELSON
COUNTIES:

39 Industrial Dr., Ste. 2
Louisa, VA 23093
(540) 967-0233 ext. 3
1-800-528-3276
Dana Bayless, District Conservationist
Kory Kirkland, District Conservationist
Ross Norton, Soil Conservation Technician
All programs and services are offered on a
non-discriminatory basis without regard to
race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
age, marital status or
handicap.

Piedmont Native Plants
DEQ Bacterial Monitoring
Nelson County High School
Rivanna River Snapshot
JPC Easement
NRCS Funding Available
Urban Cost Share Program

Vol. 29

2
2
3
3
4
4
5

We all love our pets, but pet waste contains bacteria that can be harmful to
human health. In addition, nutrients found in pet waste encourage algae growth in
local streams and the Chesapeake Bay downstream. Pet owners can help improve
local water quality by making sure their pet’s waste is not left where it can wash
into local streams, either directly or via a storm drain. While many people assume
that water running into storm drains goes to a water treatment plant, it actually
goes through the storm drain and straight to our local streams. We are encouraging
all pet owners to help keep pet waste out of local streams. Pet waste has been
identified as one of the sources that has raised the bacteria levels in Moores Creek
to unhealthy levels and is presumed to be a source of pollution in other
local streams.
How can pet waste be disposed of safely?
Render pet waste harmless, and suitable for
fertilizing non-edible backyard plants, by
composting it.
Put pet waste in the trash where it will be taken
to a local landfill.
Flush pet waste down the toilet where it will go
to the local waste water treatment plant. You
can use flushable bags.
Employ a commercial pet waste pickup service.
Use bags provided at pet waste stations located
in our parks and neighborhoods to collect waste
when out walking your dog.
Composting Pet Waste: Cost Share Available
Depending on where you live, there are two sources of cost share funding for
pet waste composters. If you live in the Moores Creek Watershed, your cost share
will be funded through a grant from the Department of Conservation and
Recreation. If you live outside of the Moores Creek Watershed, the Rivanna Regional Stormwater Education Partnership (RRSEP) will fund your cost share. Both
programs will pay 50% of the cost of a composter (up to $100). For full details on
both programs and to download application forms, please click on “Composter Cost
Share” on the RRSEP web site at www.rivanna-stormwater.org.
How to Apply for Cost Share
1. Buy a composter at a local store or online.
2. Install or set up your composter for use, following the instructions.
3. Download the "Application and Agreement for Cost Share" for your area, fill it
out, and sign it.
4. Mail the completed application along with a copy of your receipt to the
Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District.
5. A check will be issued to you for 50% of the cost of your composter, up to $100
(for a $200-composter) on a first-come-first-serve basis.
6. More details and application forms can be found on the RRSEP web site, or by
calling Martin Johnson at 975-0224, ext. 6.

Piedmont Virginia Native Plant Database

Rudbeckia fuida (Orange Coneflower)

The Piedmont Virginia Native Plant Database was released for
public use in fall 2012. The database of native plants is available at
http://www.albemarle.org/nativeplants. Few, if any, other native plant
databases throughout the country have been developed at the local
level. The native plant web tool is a resource for County staff and local
residents, as well as for the development community. It allows anyone
to search for the plants based on stormwater facility type and plant
water and light needs. The functionality of this web tool quickly grew
beyond a stormwater utility to include aesthetic and biodiversity
features searchable by bloom times by month, flower and foliage
colors, height and spread of plants, deer and groundhog resistance,
and attractiveness to pollinators and caterpillars (which are the main

food of baby birds).
Albemarle County Water Resource Specialist, Repp Glaettli, was instrumental in the development of this online,
comprehensive database of the best growing and commercially available native plants of Albemarle County. The idea
for the database was inspired while Repp inspected numerous stormwater facilities, and regularly fielded
questions from private owners of these facilities about how to choose the best plants for their site conditions. The
native plant database has been jointly developed and transitioned into a searchable web tool. Contributions have
been made by Lonnie Murray, TJSWCD District Director, Elaine Pack, Albemarle County Web Analyst, many local
native plant experts, and other County staff.
Albemarle County has already begun to incorporate the web tool in several departments. Community
Development has added a link to the web tool in the Design Standards Manual as a recommended plant list. Also,
the General Services and Parks Departments are working toward adopting Standard Operating Procedures that may
require 70% of vegetation planted on County properties to come from the native plant database.
The next steps in this project will include a symposium in February 2013 geared towards local nurseries,
landscapers, and landscape architects. Topics will include a demonstration of the database, examples of other
communities successfully using similar tools, and a case study of a local nursery already growing many of the native
plants. County staff will also be introducing the database to neighboring localities and regional partners in the
coming months in order to help create a demand for these plants. The database will be regularly updated with new
categories and data. Questions and comments are welcome: nativeplants@albemarle.org.

Volunteer Bacterial Monitoring
On Wednesday, November 7th, nine people gathered at the Nelson Memorial Library, Lovingston, and were
trained by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to become citizen monitors. These volunteers will
gather water samples from various points in the Tye River and Rockfish River watersheds and test them to measure
the bacteria concentrations in these streams. Bacteria is an important issue because many local water bodies are
popular places to kayak, fish and swim. When there are elevated bacteria levels in streams, there is an increased risk of
illness to people enjoying these recreational opportunities. Although the DEQ tests bacteria concentrations at
several points throughout both watersheds, the new citizen monitors will be able to cover even more streams and
points, and the data gathered will be shared with DEQ and the community at large. For more information on this
program, or for more information on the current Tye River water quality study being conducted by DEQ, please
contact Tara Sieber at 540.574.7870 or tara.sieber@deq.virginia.gov.

Envirothon 2013
Teams are now forming for Envirothon 2013! High school students in teams of 5, will compete in this hands-on
environmental problem-solving competition. Teams compete in 5 areas: soils, aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, and
the current environmental issue. Winning teams receive college scholarship money. To register a team or get help
putting a team together contact Nicola McGoff at the District (434-975-0224).
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Nelson County High School Tree Planting
On Saturday, October 20th, the District hosted a native tree planting event at the Nelson County High School. It
was a beautiful, sunny day and planting began at 9AM. Principal Todd Weidow, and teachers Dawn Tinder and
Margaret Seaman were on-site to assist the students with this planting. Mary Cunningham of the Nelson County
School Board also lent her services on this fine day.
The planting kicked off with a lesson from Phil Stokes of the Charlottesville Tree Stewards. Many local
professionals were on site to assist with correct tree planting –
Martha Warring of the Department of Forestry, Doug Coleman
of the Wintergreen Nature Foundation, and Rob Jennings of the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation - to name a few.
With approximately 20 people in attendance, over 1,000
square feet of the front lawn at the high school was converted
to a native forested area. Almost all the plants used were
sourced from within Nelson County through the Wintergreen
Nature Foundation and Edible Landscaping. The Jefferson Center
for Historical Plants, in Albemarle County, donated four
Fringetrees to this project. This was a great addition to the
project as Fringetrees are regionally native to Nelson County, yet
most people have never heard of, or seen, them. They have a
magnificent white bloom in the spring. Other species planted
Nelson County High School Principal Wiedow and Phil Stokes of included redbud, dogwood, hazelnut, maple, and plum.
the Charlottesville Tree Stewards plant a dogwood in front of
Although the direct impact of the planting is beautification
the high school.
of the high school front lawn, the benefits are multifaceted.
Native plantings such as this one will provide rich habitat for
birds, insects, and animals. The flowering trees will provide a source for pollinating insects. The tree canopy will
provide shade for students. This planting will serve as an outdoor classroom for students working on plant
identification. Native plants require less maintenance to achieve the same productivity as non-native plants. Tree
plantings serve to mitigate some of the stormwater impacts of turf areas and hard surfaces like roads and parking lots.
Converting turf grasses into native planting areas can greatly reduce stormwater runoff from a site, increase soil
health, and improve the water quality in our local streams. It’s a win-win situation. For more information on native
plantings in this area, please contact the
TJSWCD at 434-975-0224. This project was
made possible by a grant awarded by Keep
Virginia Beautiful.

Rivanna Snapshot Open House
The Rivanna River Basin Commission (RRBC) developed the 2012 Rivanna Watershed
Snapshot, which is a summary description of the health of the Rivanna River and other
current conditions in the watershed. The Snapshot was released at an Open House on Friday,
December 7, from 4 PM to 7 PM at CitySpace as part of First Fridays, and is now available on
the RRBC website (www.rivannariverbasin.org).
Publishing the Rivanna Snapshot is the first step for the RRBC in developing the Rivanna
Watershed Action Plan. The Action Plan will consist of a roadmap and toolkit for RRBC's
member local governments and other partners. The roadmap will help partners identify key strategies for protecting,
conserving, and restoring parts of the watershed that will have the most beneficial effect on water and other natural
resources. The toolkit will provide tools to help local governments make decisions regarding proposed nutrient trading
and stormwater offsets. TJSWCD Director, Lonnie Murray, represents the TJSWCD on the Rivanna River Basin
Commission, and TJSWCD Manager, Alyson Sappington serves on the Commision's Technical Advisory Committee.
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FUNDING
NOW
AVAILABLE
The USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service in Virginia has funding available for producers interested in
improving the health and productivity of their land in 2013. “Many farmers may not realize that we are still offering
technical and financial assistance to address resource concerns on crop and grazing lands, protect wildlife habitat, and
keep land in agricultural production,” said Jack Bricker, Virginia NRCS State Conservationist.
Farmers can sign up for conservation programs throughout the year, but funding selections are made at specific
times and the first cutoff date is January 18, 2013. It is especially important for producers to get their applications in
as soon as possible to be eligible for limited funding. “The Environmental Quality Incentives Program, or EQIP, is our
most robust offering with many options for Virginia producers,” says Bricker. “This year, we have popular soil health
practices such as cover crops, crop rotation, nutrient management, and rotational grazing as well as payment options
for farmers to develop plans to better manage their resources.”
“These conservation activity plans can help producers better manage animal waste, grazing lands, fish and wildlife
habitat, pollinator habitat, and energy consumption. Producers who grow nursery stock, vegetables and specialty crops
may be interested in developing an irrigation water management plan to be eligible for our new micro-irrigation
practices.”
The Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program, or WHIP, is back for 2013 as well. NRCS can provide funding to create upland wildlife and aquatic habitats along with helping producers maintain or improve existing habitat. This assistance
also includes special initiatives focused on restoring Longleaf pine forests and reversing the decline of the threatened
Golden-Winged Warbler.
District Conservationists can help you develop a plan, identify recommended practices, and pursue funding
through one of the many Farm Bill program options available. To learn more, contact Dana R. Bayless, NRCS District
Conservationist for Louisa and Fluvanna counties, and Kory Kirkland, NRCS District Conservationist for Albemarle and
Nelson counties at 540-967-0233 ext. 3.

Jefferson Park Circle Land Trust Easement
The Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District (TJSWCD)
worked in partnership with the Jefferson Park Circle Land Trust (JPCLT) to
put three parcels adjacent to historic Frys Spring under easement this year.
The land will be incorporated in the City of Charlottesville’s trails network.
The 1.9 acre piece of land consists of a small spring nestled in a steep
valley. The land will now be traversed by a rustic path connecting the
neighborhood with future trails planned along Old Lynchburg Road.
Originally, these three parcels were purchased by the Land Trust to
protect them from a high density development. Each member of the Trust
had a vote on the management of the land. Over the past three decades,
original members have moved away from the area and the amount of work Aerial image of the easement property
associated with maintaining the property (chores such as removing invasive
species and picking up litter) became increasingly difficult. The JPCLT approached the TJSWCD for assistance with their
goal of permanently protecting the land from development.
In an innovative move, the JPCLT, the TJSWCD, and the City of Charlottesville were able to come to an agreement
where the City purchased the three parcels for park land contingent upon the riparian easement going into place. The
City paid a reduced rate for the parcels in exchange for paying the required stewardship contribution to the District,
which covers the cost of annual monitoring and site inspections by District staff.
Thanks to several years of work by Bill Speidel of the Jefferson Park Circle Land Trust and the innovative thinking
of the Parks and Recreation Department of the City of Charlottesville, there is an additional 1.9 acres of green space to
be enjoyed by the residents of Central Virginia and a spring-fed stream which is permanently protected.
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Urban Cost Share at the District
The TJSWCD is well known for its role in the Virginia Agricultural Best Management Practices Cost Share Program.
Recently, the TJSWCD took a leadership role in an exciting initiative of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (VASWCD). Through a subcommittee of the VASWCD Urban Committee, several grant
applications were submitted by the TJSWCD and three other Soil and Water Conservation Districts, to support a pilot
program to provide cost share funding for non-agricultural conservation practices. In addition to the TJSWCD, the
subcommittee includes the Culpeper, Piedmont, and Hanover-Caroline Soil and Water Conservation Districts,
comprising a total of 15 localities.
One grant approved by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Chesapeake Bay Small Watersheds Program
provides funding to develop a programmatic template for an “urban-residential” cost share program preliminarily
called the “Virginia Conservation Assistance Program” (VCAP). The program template is being developed based on a
model in North Carolina (the North Carolina Community Conservation Assistance Program). That model is being
adjusted to meet the needs of Virginia, including its obligations to reduce pollutants entering the Chesapeake Bay.
Four additional grants were approved to provide support for the implementation of specific practices through a
pilot cost share program throughout the four participating Districts. This additional funding has come from the
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund, Virginia Environmental Endowment, and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Chesapeake Bay Small Watersheds Program. Practices that will be funded include the installation of rain gardens,
the installation of pet waste stations, and a practice to convert managed turf areas to native trees, shrubs or grasses.
Funding is available for both public and private lands.
The funding for rain gardens covers 75% of agreed upon expenses. Technical assistance will be provided by the
District staff where necessary. Please see our website (http://www.tjswcd.org/RainwaterHarvesting.html) for technical
resources. The pet waste station funding is for public use areas only, and also is provided on a 75% cost share basis. A
trash removal and maintenance plan is necessary for this cost share program.
The native landscaping funding is in the form of incentive payments. This funding is focused on converting
managed turf areas into native plantings (grasses, trees or shrubs). The payments are $75 per 1000 square feet for
native grass or riparian forest buffer establishment, and $750 per 1000 square feet for a landscaped tree and shrub
areas.
The installation of these practices will decrease stormwater runoff from urban lands, improve the local water
quality, and restore some native habitats throughout our developed areas. For more details on any of these
practices please contact Alyson or Nicola at the TJSWCD at 434-975-0224.

NEW Rain Barrel Kits For Sale
The TJSWCD has Earth Minded Recycled Rain Stations for sale. The District now sells Rain Barrel Kits for $75. Please contact Nicola McGoff at 434-9750224 or nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org to purchase a barrel kit or to have your name
added to a list to receive information on future workshops.
If you have a group interested in learning more about rain water harvesting
please call Nicola to discuss hosting a private group workshop.
More information on our rain barrel program and rainwater harvesting can
be found online at: tjswcd.org/Rain_Barrels.html

Geotextile Fabric For Sale
The TJSWCD is now selling non-woven, geo-textile filter fabric for use in installing
water troughs and stream crossings. The fabric is available for $1.70 per square foot plus
5% sales tax, and the roll is 12.5 feet wide. If you are interested in more details please
contact Taylor Pippins at 434-975-0224.
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Upcoming Events
Piedmont Native Plants Workshop
For nursery managers, horticulturalists, and landscapers.
The symposium will present marketing strategies and
local incentives, in the spirit of a ‘buy local’ campaign for
the areas unique native plants. Albemarle County Office
Building on 5th Street ext. FEBRUARY 27, 2013; 1—3
PM. Contact Susan Stimart at sstimart@albemarle.org,
434-296-5841 Ext: 3263 or Repp Glaettli at rglaettli@albemarle.org, 434-296-5816 Ext:3424

Woods & Wildlife Conference
The 10th Annual Woods & Wildlife Conference will
address issues of interest to the large and small
landowner. Agenda to include sessions on firewood,
beneficial insects, fencing, soil, edible landscaping, black
bears and much more. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2013;
9:00 AM; Germanna Community College, Culpeper.
Please contact Adam Downing at adowning@vt.edu for
more information.

Help us Conserve Paper!
Would you like to receive this newsletter via E-mail, or be
notified when we post it on our website? Send an e-mail to
nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org
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