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Go Native Piedmont 
 Albemarle County, in partnership with Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC), 
Virginia Cooperative Extension, and the TJSWCD hosted the first Native Plant  
Symposium. On February 27th over 120 people attended a free symposium aimed at 
launching a new native plants initiative.  
 The goal of the symposium was to hear from landscapers, nurseries, citizens, 
and organizations about what are the perceived impediments to using native plants 
and how could these impediments be overcome.  
 Dot Fields from DCR talked about the marketing effort to launch a similar  
program on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, utilizing the master gardener and master 
naturalists as volunteer labor and providing the nurseries with plant tags to  
highlight natives. More information about this campaign can be found on the DEQ 
website, under coastal zone management and native plants. Doug Coleman of the 
Wintergreen Nature Foundation in Nelson County talked about their propagation 
program, both the successes and the failures (http://www.twnf.org/plants.asp).  
 Repp Glaettli, an Albemarle County Water Resource Specialist, presented the 
Piedmont Native Plants Database. This is a free online searchable database of  
native plants. It is very easy to use, and can generate plant lists for recommended 
uses or particular sites. The District supports this database, has a link to it on their 
homepage, and encourages anyone looking to landscape to review the plant list 
provided (http://www.albemarle.org/nativeplants/). 

 After the talks a panel discussion took 
place to allow for questions and answers. A 
Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) rep-
resentative was on the panel to provide 
some assistance in the marketing of natives. 
Nicola McGoff and Lonnie Murray were on 
the panel to represent the TJSWCD and ex-
plain the new Virginia Conservation Assis-
tance Program (VCAP). This program pro-
vides incentive payments for homeowners 
to convert managed turf grass areas into 
native plants. Although the VCAP program is 

new in the District, the response to date indicates that the  demand is there for a 
program of this nature. For more information on this program please visit our web-
site (www.tjswcd.org/urban). 
 Overall the symposium was a huge success. The information received was  
invaluable. Hopefully this initiative can be fully realized during the course of the 
next year, launching what in essence will be a “Go Native Piedmont” program  
supporting both local industries and native plants. The hope is that if every home, 
each family, could make one change in their landscape there could be a collective  
positive impact on our local water quality, stream health, backyard habitats and the 
resulting pollinators and birds. For more information please join the Go Native  
Piedmont list serve at https://groups.google.com/d/forum/gonativepiedmont . 

Rudbeckia fuida (Orange Coneflower) 
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Uranium Mining Moratorium Maintained 
 The TJSWCD was pleased that Senator John Watkins withdrew from consideration Senate Bill 1353, which would 
have established a process for the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy to issue permits for the mining of  
uranium ore.   
 The withdrawal of the bill means that the current moratorium on mining of uranium in Virginia will continue for 
the near future. The companion bill, House Bill 2330, failed in committee. The TJSWCD supported maintaining the 
moratorium for many reasons, including the following: 

 The National Research Council (NRC) undertook a study on the scientific, technical, environmental, human 
health and safety, and regulatory aspects of uranium mining, milling and processing in Virginia, but the NRC 
study (2012) did not make a recommendation on whether mining should be permitted nor did it include any 
site-specific recommendations. 

 Uranium mining and milling has not been undertaken in locations with population density, geology, and  
       climate comparable to Virginia’s. 

 Virginia experienced a significant earthquake with impacts and geologic responses exceeding those  
       anticipated from any predicted earthquake in Virginia. 

 With a half-life of 4.5 billion years, the accidental release of uranium-238 would cause catastrophic and  
       irreparable harm. 

 The TJSWCD Board of Directors urged the General Assembly to support a continuation of the moratorium on 
uranium mining and milling in Virginia until the industry provides sufficient scientific information (that is reviewed by 
an independent panel) demonstrating without reservation, that uranium mining and milling can be conducted safely 
in Virginia. The TJSWCD also believes that every Virginia locality should have the right to reject uranium mining 
within their borders. 
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Moores Creek Money  
      We have money to spend in the  
  MOORE'S CREEK WATERSHED!!!!!!!! 
 Through water quality monitoring, it has been  
determined that Moore’s Creek is impaired with  
bacteria. Homeowners and farmers in the watershed 
therefore  qualify for targeted funding to clean up  
potential sources of bacteria. The Moore’s Creek  
watershed lies in southwest Charlottesville and  
Albemarle County (see map right), and flows into the 
Rivanna River.  
 Agricultural producers are eligible for up to 100% 
cost share on stream, pond, and wetland exclusion  
fencing; and 50% to 85% cost share on alternative  
watering systems, pasture fencing, buffer grass or forest 
plantings. 
 Homeowners are eligible for cost share funds to 
repair or replace septic systems and to pump out septic 
tanks.  Cost-share rates range from 50—75%, based on 
income.   
 Residents, both homeowners and renters, are 
eligble for cost share funding on pet waste composters. 
We can pay 50% of the cost of buying a composter up to a maximum of $100. This program is also available outside of 
the Moores Creek Watershed through the Rivanna Regional Stormwater Education Partnership (RRSEP).  
 Please call the office for more details on Moores Creek Cost Share funding:  434-975-0224. 

The Moores Creek Watershed covers southwest Charlottesville 
and Albemarle County, from Route 20 to 29 and both sides of I64. 
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Charlottesville Stormwater Utility 
 On the 19th of February 2013, the Charlottesville City Council approved the Stormwater 
Utility Ordinance by a vote of 4-1. The initial work on the utility dates back to 2003, with  
major efforts (including the creation of two advisory committees) taking place in 2008 and 
2012. This was truly a joint effort, a partnership between local government personnel and 
leaders/partners within the community. Environmental and conservation related  
organizations supporting the Stormwater Utility included the Center for Watershed  
Protection, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, James River Association, League of Women Voters of 
the Charlottesville Area, Piedmont Environmental Council, Rivanna Conservation Society,  

Sierra Club of the Piedmont, Southern Environmental Law Center and the Virginia Conservation Network. 
 The Program has a number of priorities, including:  

 Rehabilitate the storm sewer system and maximize capacity. Current public asset replacement cost is more 
than $300M. 

 Meet increased regulatory mandates. 

 Develop city-wide master plan. 

 Invest in long-term drainage improvements. 

 Generate new revenue through user fees, based on contribution to stormwater runoff. 

 Re-appropriate current funds. 
 The utility is a fee for service, not a tax, as described in section §15.2-2114 of the Virginia Code.  To  
encourage environmental creativity and to encourage individual stewardship activities, this program will include  
incentives to treat runoff from impervious cover. The incentives will provide credit from the fee based on the amount 
of impervious surface treated, peak rate reduction, velocity control, volume control and water quality  
improvements, through voluntary best management practices (BMPs).  
 The utility fee will be based on a billing unit of 1,000 square feet of impervious area per property as measured on 
December 31st of each calendar year. The rate is set, per billing unit, at up to $3.25 per month. The utility fee will  
become effective on January 1, 2014. 
 For more information and to calculate what the fee for your property might be please go to this website: 

 

Rain Barrel Workshops 
 The TJSWCD is hosting three rain barrel workshops in April:  
  -  April 6th at the Lovingston Nelson Center 
  - April 13th at the Lake Monticello Clubhouse 
  - April 20th at the Wintergreen Nature Foundation Trillium 
                          House 
Participants will receive instructions for rain barrel installation and will go 
home with one Earth Minded Recycled Rain Station.  The cost is $60 per bar-
rel. The District also sells Rain Barrel Kits for $75 for individuals who are un-
able to attend a workshop.  
 More information on our rain barrel program and rainwater harvesting 
can be found online at:   tjswcd.org/Rain_Barrels.html. Please contact Nicola 
McGoff at 434-975-0224 or nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org with any questions. 

Geotextile Fabric For Sale 
The TJSWCD is now selling non-woven, geo-textile filter fabric for use in installing 
water troughs and stream crossings. The fabric is available for $1.70 per square 
foot plus 5% sales tax, and the roll is 12.5 feet wide. If you are interested in more 
details please contact Taylor Pippins at 434-975-0224.  

mailto:nicola.mcgoff@vaswcd.org
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Secluded Farm: A Lasting Gift to the District 
 On December 26, 1974, John A. and Clara Barnes Smart 
deeded Secluded Farm to the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water 
Conservation District. John A. Smart was a long-time employee 
of the Soil Conservation Service (now NRCS) and later, a  
Director on the TJSWCD Board. The property has a stone house, 
which was built by Mr. and Mrs. Smart in 1939. Much of the 
interior of the house is made from American Chestnut that was 
harvested before the blight (and therefore contains no worm 
holes).  
 Following the conveyance of the deed, both John and Clara 
lived in the house until their deaths. The Smarts had no  
children, and in their wills, they requested that their ashes be 
kept in the house. The District honored that request, building a 
small nook in the rafters of the attic to protect the urns.   
 The gift of Secluded included strong provisions regarding 
the purpose of the gift and allowable activities on the 150-acre 
property. The sole purpose of the gift was to preserve the farm 
as an “Open Space and Wildlife Refuge”. The deed clarified this 
by stating: 

  Wherever the term “Open Space and Wildlife Refuge” is used in this instrument, it means that the natural  
  Flora and Fauna of the mountain shall be protected and preserved. No wildlife, either animal or vegetable, 
  shall be removed unless it is proven to be endangering human life.  
And, while the Smarts understood the need for a caretaker to reside in the house, they stipulated that “Any income 
derived from the property will be used in the upkeep.” The TJSWCD has periodically used the farm as a site for an  
Albemarle County summer science camp and a 
field study area for Piedmont Virginia Community 
College courses on forest and wildlife  
management. As time went on, the TJSWCD found 
it difficult to adequately maintain the house and 
property.  
 The farm is adjacent to property owned by 
Monticello, and in 2002, the District entered into a 
long-term lease with Monticello (Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation) which took on the responsibility of 
repairing the house and maintaining the property 
in accordance with the Deed of Gift.  
 In 2010 a tree on site was identified as a 
Blackhaw viburnum (Viburnum prunifolium). At 33 
feet tall this tree is almost unrecognizable as a 
viburnum which typically occupy the shrub layer of 
a forest. It is currently recognized as the national 
champion tree for this species. As bird, mammal, 
and plant surveys continue to occur at Secluded, 
the true value of this natural resource area is  
unfolding.  
 The TJSWCD will continue to uphold the 
Smarts' wishes and manage this property for all  
wildlife to enjoy. Thank you John and Clara! 

Entrance sign on Secluded Farm driveway. 

Director John Conover viewing the national champion Blackhaw virburnum 
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Federal Conservation Programs 
By Dana Ernst, NRCS Soil Conservationist 

 
 The 2008 Farm Bill which gives USDA the authority, rules and funding for its programs, expired on September  
30, 2012 and was not extended. Congress did pass a Continuing Resolution (CR) that keeps the doors at USDA open 
until March 2013. It allows for the funding of only three of the Financial Assistance Programs -  the Conservation  
Security Program (CSP); the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), and the Wildlife Habitat Incentives  
Program (WHIP). It did not, however, fund any of the Conservation Reserve Programs (CRP), which include  
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), one of our most popular programs. Hopefully CRP will be  
reauthorized in the new Farm Bill. 
 The Federal Conservation Programs are similar to the Conservation District’s Best Management Practices (BMP)
Program in that they provide landowners and land users with financial assistance to install practices that protect or 
enhance water and soil quality and enhance habitat. However, the Federal programs no longer provide that assistance  
based on a percentage of the installation cost. Instead, they provide an incentive payment that is set on the regional 
level. Calculations of the incentive payments are completed as part of the application and planning process, so  
applicants know up front how much assistance they will receive.  
 The other difference is the length of time that participants have to complete the practices. The Federal programs 
are long term agreements that range from one to five years. The money for the incentive payments is set aside when 
an application is approved and remains in the participants “account” until it is needed. This can be very helpful for 
planning large scale projects. 
 Of the three programs funded, CSP and EQIP are available to the producers and owners in the four-county District 
that the Louisa NRCS office serves.   WHIP funds have been dedicated to improving habitats for select wildlife species 
of national concern. In Virginia that species is the Golden Warbler, a woodland bird that prefers higher elevations, and 
is found primarily in Southwest Virginia, not in the Piedmont.  
 The CSP is open to active producers who are doing a really good job to protect the soil and water resources on 
their crop, pasture and forest lands. CSP rewards good conservation and allows producers to improve as well. Produc-
ers must sign up all of the land they farm, including rented land for the duration of the five year contract. Landowners 
who rent out their farms are not eligible for CSP. The payments are made annually after a field review. 
 The EQIP program is aimed at assisting land users to protect the natural resources of their land. It covers  
many of the practices that the Conservation District’s BMP program does, but at different payment rates and  
lengths of time. Applications are ranked according to environmental benefits and resource concerns. The resource con-
cerns are Cropland, Pasture, Livestock in Confinement (Ag Waste issues), Forestry, Wildlife and Seasonal High Tunnels 
or Hoop Houses. Applications with the highest environmental benefits in each resource concern are funded first. Pro-
tecting water quality and improving soil quality are the main concerns under Cropland. Introducing perennials and 
cover crops into a crop rotation and adopting conservation tillage and fertilizer management  
technologies are important practices to meet these goals. Improving forage production and management while  
protecting water quality are the primary goals of the Pasture concern. Stream and cross fencing are two of the most 
often used practices. Along with a water system, well, pipeline and troughs, fencing goes a long way to establish a  
rotational grazing system. Some conservation practices such as planting native grasses for habitat or grazing and tree 
planting are included. These practices improve wildlife habitat and water quality. Starting in 2012, EQIP allowed an 
Access Control practice along streams so that buffers of less than 35 feet wide could be installed. The reimbursement 
rate for the fencing is lower than it is for a standard width buffer, but it is an option when necessary.  
 A new practice for 2013 is Silvopasture Establishment. Silvopasture is the combined management of trees,  
pasture and grazing livestock to benefit all three. Establishment can be either planting trees into an open pasture or 
thinning a forest stand and planting grass. Livestock are managed to prevent damage to the trees. Trees must be a  
variety that produces wood products when mature. Silvopasture has been popular in the deep South for many years, 
however, very few producers in our area have tried it. 
 For more details please contact your local NRCS District Conservationist in Louisa (Phone: 540-967-5940). 
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Wintergreen Stormwater Symposium. April 20. The 
Wintergreen Nature Foundation (TWNF) will unveil its 
rain water harvesting system with talks of native plants, 
rain barrels, and stormwater management. Contact 
TWNF for more details (info@twnf.org). 

Upcoming Events 

Rain Barrel Workshops: Registration Required. 
  Lovingston—April 6 
  Lake Monticello—April 13 
  Wintergreen—April 20 
Contact Nicola McGoff to register (434-975-0224). 

Help us Conserve Paper!  
Would you like to receive this newsletter via E-mail, or be notified when we post it on our 

website? Send an e-mail to nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org  

Spring Wildflower Symposium. May 17-19. The Winter-
green Nature Foundation (TWNF) will host it annual 
wildlife symposium. This three day event has lectures 
and activities for all the family from well known artists, 
botanists, authors, and nature lovers. Contact TWNF for 
more details (info@twnf.org).  

Rivanna River Sojourn:  The Rivanna Conservation  
Society (RCS) is holding its annual Rivanna River Sojourn 
on April 27 and April 28, 2013. For details please call  
434-977-4837, or check out their website.   
http://rivannariver.org/ 

Nelson County Community Day:  April 20, Oak Ridge 
Racetrack.   http://nelsoncommunityday.blogspot.com 


