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Thomas Jefferson Soil & Go Native Piedmont
Water Conservation District Albemarle County, in partnership with Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC),
706 G Forest Street Virginia Cooperative Extension, and the TJISWCD hosted the first Native Plant
Charlottesville, VA 22903 Symposium. On February2@ver 120people attended a free symposium aimed ft
jvii'gizg gszvefd org launching a new nativplants initiative.
DIRECTORS: The goal of the symposium was to hear from landscapers, nurseries, citizgns,
Lonnie Murray,Albemarle and organizations about what are the perceived impediments to using native plants
Steven Meeksyice chaiAlbemarle and how could these impediments be overcome.

Robert Parrish, Fluvanna

Tom Pratley, Fluvanna Dot Fields from DCR talked about the marketing effort to launch a similar

Paul Davis, Nelson program on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, utilizing the master gardener and mgster
David Collins, Nelson naturalists as volunteer labor and providing the nurseries with plant tags to

James Kean, Louisa . . . . . . . n
Brian Wagnerchair Louisa highlight natives. More information about this campaign can be found on the DEQ

John Conoveneas. City of Charlottesville website, under coastal zone management and native plants. Doug Coleman of{the

Rich Collins, City of Charlottesville Wintergreen Nature Foundation in Nelson County talked about their propagatian
Carrie Swanson, Extension Appointment

John Eastessec At-Large Appointment program, both the successes and the failugsp(//www.twnf.org/plants.asp).

Irvin White, Assoc. Director, Albemarle Repp Glaettli, an Albemarle County Water Resource Specialist, presented|the
Charlotte Rea, Aissoc. Director, Nelson | pje ymont Native Plants Database. This is a free online searchable database of
Mary Johnson, Assoc. Director, Louisa . K ’ .

DISTRICT PERSONNEL: native plants. It is very easy to use, and can generate plant lists for recommended
Alyson Sappingtoristrict Manager uses or particular sites. The District supports this database, has a link to it on tieir

Emily NelsonConservation Program Manager | - homepage, and encourages anyone looking to landscape to review the plant lig
Deloris Bradshawsdministrative Assistant

Martin JohnsonUrbanConservation specialist | Provided (http://www.albemarle.org/nativeplants/).
Raleigh Colemaronservation Specialist , After the talks a panel discussion took
Taylor PippinsConservation Technician .
Nicola McGoffOuteach & Education Coordinatol pl_ace to allow :fOI’ questions and .answers. A
Brian WaltonWatershed Assistant (Intern) Piedmont Environmental Council (PEC) rej
NATURAL RESOURCES resentatlv_e was on the panel tq provide _
CONSERVATION SERVICE some assistance in the marketing of native
ALBEMARLE, FLUVANNA, LOUISA, and NEL Nicola McGoff and Lonnie Murray were on
COUNTIES:
30 Industial D, Ste. 2 the_ panel to rep_rese_nt the TJSW_CD and_ e
Louisa, VA 23093 plain the new Virginia Conservation Assis-
(540) 9670233 ext. 3 tance Program (VCAP). This program pro-
vides incentive payments for homeowners
to convert managed turf grass areas into
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1-800528-3276
Dana Baylesbistrict Conservationist
Kory Kirklandpistrict Conservationist

Rudbeckia fuidaQrange Coneflower) .
Ross Nortonsoil Conservation Technician native plants Although the VCAP program

S
_ new in the District, the response to date indicates that the demand is there for|a
All programs and services are offered onfa . . . . .
non-discriminatory basis without regard tq Program of this nature. For more information on this program please visit our web-
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, site (vww.tjswcd.org/urban).
- , 2ge. maital status or Overall the symposium was a huge success. The information received was
nSI e handicap. . . . .
' invaluable. Hopefully this initiative can be fully realized during the course of the
YSEG @SINE fldzyOKAYy3 ¢gKIG Ay SaasSydsS ¢
supporting both local industries and native plants. The hope is that if every hone,
each family, could make one change in their landscape there could be a collective
positive impact on our local water quality, stream health, backyard habitats and the
resulting pollinators and birds. For more information please join the Go Native
Piedmont list serve at https://groups.google.com/d/forum/gonativepiedmont
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Uranium Mining Moratorium Maintained

The TISWCD was pleased that Senator John Watkins withdrew from consideration Senate Bill 1353, wh
have established a process for the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy to issue permits for the mining
uranium ore.

The withdrawal of the bill means that the current moratorium on mining of uranium in Virginia will continug
the near future. The companion bill, House Bill 2330, failed in committee. The TISWCD supported maintainin
moratorium for many reasons, including the following:

1 The National Research Council (NRC) undertook a study on the scientific, technical, environmental, h
health and safety, and regulatory aspects of uranium mining, milling and processing in Virginia, but the
study (2012) did not make a recommendation on whether mining should be permitted nor did it includg
site-specific recommendations.

1 Uranium mining and milling has not been undertaken in locations with population density, geology, an
Of AYF(GS O2YLINIoOfS (2 ANBHAYAIQa®

9 Virginia experienced a significant earthquake with impacts and geologic responses exceeding those
anticipated from any predicted earthquake in Virginia.

1 With a halflife of 4.5 billion years, the accidental release of uran@8would cause catastrophic and
irreparable harm.

The TISWCD Board of Directors urged the General Assembly to support a continuation of the moratoriur
uranium mining and milling in Virginia until the industry provides sufficient scientific information (that is review
an independent panel) demonstrating without reservation, that uranium mining and milling can be conducted
in Virginia. Th&JSWCD also believes that every Virginia locality should have the right to reject uranium minin
within their borders.
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Moores Creek Money
We have money to spend in the

Through water quality monitoring, it has been
RSGSNX¥AYSR GKIFG az22NBQa [
bacteria. Homeowners and farmers in the watershed [
therefore qualify for targeted funding to clean up
LR GSYdALFf &a2d2NOSa 2F ol
watershed lies in southwest Charlottesville and ‘
Albemarle County (see map right), and flows into the |~
Rivanna River. >

Agricultural producers are eligible for up to 100%
cost share on stream, pond, and wetland exclusion |
fencing; and 50% to 85% cost share on alternative
watering systems, pasture fencing, buffer grass or f
plantings.

repair or replace septic systems and to pump out sepf‘

tanks. Cosshare rates range from 5075%, based on
income. The Moores Creek Watershed covers southwest Charlottesvil

Residents. both homeowners and renters. are and Albemarle County, from Route 20 to 29 and both sides of

e
164.

eligble for cost share funding on pet waste composters.

We can pay 50% of the cost of buying a composter up to a maximum of $100. This program is also available g

the Moores Creek Watershed through the Rivanna Regional Stormwater Education Partnership (RRSEP).
Please call the office for more details on Moores Creek Cost Share funding7306224.
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Charlottesville Stormwater Utility

Utility Ordinance by a vote of#. The initial work on the utility dates back to 2003, with

leaders/partners within the community. Environmental and conservation related
organizations supporting the Stormwater Utility included the Center for Watershed

major efforts (including the creation of two advisory committees) taking place in 2008 and
2012. This was truly a joint effort, a partnership between local government personnel and

On the 19" of February 2013, the Charlottesville City Council approved the Stormwater

Protection, Chesapeake Bay Foundation, James River Association, League of Women Noters

the Charlottesville Area, Piedmont Environmental Council, Rivanna Conservation Society,

Sierra Club of the Piedmont, Southern Environmental Law Center and the Virginia Conservation Network.
The Program has a number of priorities, including:

1 Rehabilitate the storm sewer system and maximize capacity. Current public asset replacement cost is fore

than $300M.

Meet increased regulatory mandates.

Develop citywide master plan.

Invest in longterm drainage improvements.

Generate new revenue through user fees, based on contribution to stormwater runoff.
Reappropriate current funds.

The utility is a fee for service, not a tax, as described in section-81842 of the Virginia Code. To
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encourage environmental creativity and to encourage individual stewardship activities, this program will include

incentives to treat runoff from impervious cover. The incentives will provide credit from the fee based on the amount

of impervious surface treated, peak rate reduction, velocity control, volume control and water quality
improvements, through voluntary best management practices (BMPs).
The utility fee will be based on a billing unit of 1,000 square feet of impervious area per property as measu

red on

December 31st of each calendar year. The rate is set, per billing unit, at up to $3.25 per month. The utility fee ill

become effective on January 1, 2014.
For more information and to calculate what the fee for your property might be please go to this website:

Rain Barrel Workshops
The TISWCD is hosting three rain barrel workshops in April:
- April 6th at the Lovingston Nelson Center
- April 13th at the Lake Monticello Clubhouse
- April 20th at the Wintergreen Nature Foundation Trillium
House ,
Participants will receive instructions for rain barrel installation and will gf#%
home with one Earth Minded Recycled Rain Station. The cost is $60 p¢&
rel. The District also sells Rain Barrel Kits for $75 for individuals who ar
able to attend a workshop.
More information on our rain barrel program and rainwater harvesti
can be found online at: tjswcd.org/Rain_Barrels.html. Please contact
McGoff at 4349750224 or nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org with any questions

Geotextile Fabric For Sale

The TISWCD is now selling#aven, geetextile filter fabric for use in installing
water troughs and stream crossings. The fabric is available for $1.70 per square
foot plus 5% sales tax, and the roll is 12.5 feet wide. If you are interested in morg
details please contact Taylor Pippins at 43%-0224.
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