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With an electric typewriter and only one other District employee at the time
(Alyson Sappington), Deloris Bradshaw began her 23 year career as a Soil & Water
Assistant with TJSWCD and has been part of an evolution of steady and solid progress since then.
It began when Deloris started with Albemarle County in 1984, as Recording
Secretary for the Albemarle Planning Commission. She then accepted a part-time
position in 1990 with The District. At that time, the two offices were just down the
hall from each other in the County Office Building. The District part-time job was
made full-time around 1998.
“When I became full-time I took on a few additional tasks. When we hired a
technician, I became an ‘assistant’ who sometimes held the survey rod as practices
were being laid out. That involved climbing mountains and fences. One particular
time, while out with the technician putting in survey flags, a goat kept pulling up the
flags and trying to eat them as fast as I put them in.”
Livestock encounters didn’t discourage Deloris – she continued helping in the
field when needed. And, she recalls, “A year’s worth of cost-share paperwork was
about one inch thick (Now, one year takes up a full file cabinet drawer!).” Deloris
not only helped with field work, she conducted education programs in schools and
was the first to create a web-page for the District. The annual TJSWCD calendar
(Annual Report), that we look forward to each year—was her idea. Worth noting, in
all her 20+ years she has missed very few Board meetings.
Deloris has a few plans already set as she begins her
retirement. Music is a great passion in her life, and she is
looking forward to a lot more practice time with her
clarinet and performing for assisted living and nursing
home facilities. Travel plans are in the works to visit with
friends and family from coast to coast. Her retirement
celebration continues well into the New Year… look for
Deloris on television, as she will be close to the live action,
watching the Rose Bowl parade in Pasadena with her
daughter and sister. Later, perhaps she and Pete will make
plans for a really big trip to celebrate their 25th wedding
anniversary in 2015.
“I have loved working with the District. Though I have always been an
Albemarle County employee, I feel so very fortunate that the position has been
with the TJSWCD for most of that time. I have nothing but good memories of my
23 years with the District.”
For all of us here (and beyond), Deloris is the central heartbeat of this office -keeping the numerous channels of activities and the staff working at TJSWCD
rhythmically flowing.
Deloris, as you have supported each of us and for all you do, we truly thank you.

Welcome Luke Longanecker To TJSWCD
Luke Longanecker graduated from Nelson County High School and went on to major in
Fisheries Science and minor in Watershed Management at Virginia Tech. Post graduation,
Luke interned for USGS before getting a job with the Shenandoah Valley SWCD as a Conservation Technician. After spending a year in the Valley, Luke moved back to Nelson County
and began working for the Thomas Jefferson SWCD. Luke is very happy to be back in the
area where he grew up and looks forward to working in the place he calls home.
Luke’s primary focus will be working with landowners to improve water quality in Nelson
County. He is excited to get started in Nelson and work with landowners in the Rockfish and
Tye River Watersheds. Luke’s goal is to reach out to the Nelson residents and make them
aware of what the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District can do within the
community. Once outreach is underway, Luke hopes to work one-on-one with individual
landowners to address water quality concerns on their land.

Charlottesville Area Tree Steward Training Course
A tree steward is a trained volunteer whose mission is to support rural and urban forests and to increase public awareness of the value of trees ,through education and partnering with local government agencies and civic groups. Classes
meet on Tuesdays, March 4– May 20, 9:00-Noon. For more information visit charlottesvilleareatreestewards.org.

Quarterly Moores Creek Partners’ Meeting Held at Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority
A requirement of the Moores Creek TMDL implementation plan grant is to hold quarterly meetings. These
meetings provide an opportunity for Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), TJSWCD, and
grant partners to report on activities in the Moores Creek watershed that contribute to a reduction in
pollution. On October 31, 2013, Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority (RWSA), a grant partner, hosted the
quarterly meeting at their office located at the
Moores Creek Advanced Waste Water Treatment
Facility. Representatives from Albemarle County
Service Authority, Albemarle County, City of Charlottesville, Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission, University of Virginia, RWSA, TJSWCD, and
DEQ participated in the meeting. The meeting
included a brief tour of RWSA’s completed wetlands
restoration project. Located adjacent to the treatment plant (Franklin Street) on the banks of Moores
Creek, the wetland restoration was undertaken to
mitigate the wetland impacts of the new Ragged
Mountain project. The wetlands project created
Andrea Terry (third from the left) giving a tour of the RWSA wetlands site
4.55 acres of new wetlands and enhanced 2.45 acres.
Approximately 2,700 trees and shrubs have been planted at the site. For more information about RWSA’s
mitigation project, or to arrange a tour, contact Andrea Terry, Water Resources Manager at (434) 977-2970.
For more information about the Moores Creek grant, contact Alyson Sappington, 434-975-0224, ext.100.
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Funding Available For Tree Planting

by Lara Nichols

To prevent the loss of forestland, promote healthier forests by addressing species and diversity
concerns, and promote sustainable use of forest resources, the Virginia Department of Forestry
(VDOF), in conjunction with the Chesapeake Bay Program, is launching the Open Lands Tree Planting Initiative in the
Commonwealth.
From fresh water and clean air to bountiful wildlife habitat, forests offer invaluable green space for all to
enjoy and benefit from. With all that trees give us, it’s only natural that we consider ways to restore the 16,000
acres of forestland lost annually in Virginia. Tree planting on open land is an excellent conservation practice, providing soil protection, improved water quality, wildlife habitat, future fuel
and timber revenue. Planting trees may also provide a low maintenance, secure use of land
that may be too steep or wet for other uses. Trees are also a way to use small or odd-shaped
acreage or for land owned by non-residents.
If you are a landowner interested in planting trees but are concerned about the expense, there are financial incentives available that could significantly reduce out-of-pocket
expense by up to 75 percent. This opportunity is available now.
For more information about the Open Lands Tree Planting Initiative or available costshare programs, call Lara Nichols at 434-925-0813 or email lara.nichols@dof.virginia.gov.

Funds Available in Upper
Rockfish River Watershed
Through water quality monitoring, it has
been determined that the Upper Rockfish River
is impaired with bacteria. Homeowners and
farmers in the watershed therefore qualify for
targeted funding to clean up potential sources
of bacteria. The Upper Rockfish River Watershed begins in northern Nelson County and the
western edge of Albemarle County (see map
left) and ends at Woods Mill.
Special funds have been made available to
both homeowners and agricultural producers
in the Upper Rockfish River Watershed. These
special funds can be used for septic system
maintenance, repairs, upgrades or replacement
as well as agricultural best management practices such as stream fencing and the installation of alternative watering systems.
Call Luke Longanecker at the TJSWCD for
more details on funding at (434) 975-0224 ext.
106 or email, luke.longanecker@tjswcd.org
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Sign-up Now Underway for NRCS 2014 Conservation Programs
Virginia farmers and forest land owners can now apply for assistance to protect the health and productivity of
their land with Farm Bill conservation programs administered through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in 2014.
Technical and financial assistance is available for cropland, grazing, and animal waste management practices
through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). Land owners can also sign up for the Wildlife Habitat
Incentive Program (WHIP) to get help establishing and improving fish and wildlife habitat on their property.
NRCS accepts applications year-round but makes funding selections at specific times. Application cutoff dates for
the 2014 program year are December 20, January 17, and February 21. It is especially important for producers to get
their applications in as soon as possible to be eligible for limited funding.
“With the expiration of the 2008 Farm Bill, our program offerings are more limited than in previous years,” said
Jack Bricker, Virginia NRCS State Conservationist. “We no longer have the authority to take new enrollments for the
Wetlands Reserve Program, Grassland Reserve Program and Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative.”
“However, NRCS is still here to help farmers across the state with conservation practices that promote clean air
and water, healthy soil, and wildlife habitat. That assistance will now be provided through EQIP or WHIP. We also
want to emphasize the availability of our conservation planning services, which are offered at no charge and are the
foundation for program participation.”
If you are interested in Farm Bill programs, contact Kory Kirkland, District Conservationist serving the City of
Charlottesville, Albemarle and Nelson Counties 540-967-0233, x 111, or Dana Bayless, District Conservationist serving Fluvanna and Louisa Counties 540-967-0233, x 107, to identify and plan the conservation measures you would
like to implement on your land. They can help you develop a plan, identify recommended practices, and pursue
funding through one of the many Farm Bill program options available.
General program information is available on the NRCS Virginia website at www.va.nrcs.usda.gov.
Courtesy of Robbi Savage

The Charlottesville Mural Project in collaboration with Rivanna Conservation Society, StreamWatch, Rivanna River
Basin Commission, and artist Kaki Dimock create a work of art to commemorate the passage of the Clean Water Act
of 1972 and celebrate our Rivanna River Watershed. Dedicated on November 22, 2013, the mural is intended to
serve as a reminder that it is up to each and every one of us to be stewards of our river and its quality. You can find
this mural on the Tru Pilates Building 1st Street, next to the railroad tracks between South Street and Garrett Street.
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Native Plants in our County’s Landscapes by Repp Glaettli
Albemarle County is pleased to unveil two native plant test landscapes, a Sun Garden and a Shade Garden, located
at each County Office Building. Over the past 10 years, there has been a shift to using native plants for both ecological
and aesthetic reasons. Native plants cost less to maintain, restore ecological diversity, and foster a larger sense of
place. General Services therefore established a Standard Operating Procedure on November 26, 2012 to use 80%
native plants in all future County landscape projects. The County has also created a public, searchable database
online to support the use of native plants: www.albemarle.org/nativeplants.
The test gardens were designed and coordinated by Repp Glaettli and Dan Fowley, and installed by trustee labor
overseen by Corporal Bruce. The Virginia Extension Office has offered to help with maintenance of the 5th Street COB
Rear Parking Island Landscape. Plants were selected to reduce long-term maintenance needs, to create an
aesthetically pleasing landscape, and to attract butterflies. Costs were minimized by purchasing a majority of plants at
local plant sales with multiple vendors located at the same venue. All plants were sourced within 90-miles of
Albemarle County. Plant signage has recently been added to make identification easier.
A list of nurseries and plant sales that focus on selling native plants can be found at http://vnps.org/wp/vnpsnative-plant-nurseries-and-plant-sales.
COB-McIntire Shade Garden (located at the Copy Center entrance) before and after:

COB-5th Street Sun Garden (located at the rear parking island) before and after:

The General Service Department encourages you to visit the Sun and Shade Gardens, and send your
feedback to nativeplants@albemarle.org.
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Rain Barrels & Workshops: If you have a group interested in learning more we can conduct
a workshop for you. TJSWCD sells 55 gallon Rain Barrel Kits for $75 daily from the office. More
information on our rain barrel program and rainwater harvesting can be found online at:
tjswcd.org/Rain_Barrels.html. Please contact Lauriston at lauriston.damitz@tjswcd.org

Rain Water Harvesting System: If you are interested in installing a larger rain water harvesting
system, we currently have funding for cisterns 250 gallons and larger. The incentive payment rate for these is $2 per
gallon. Contact Nicola at nicola.mcgoff@tjscwd.org

Geotextile Fabric For Sale
The TJSWCD is now selling non-woven, geo-textile filter fabric for use in
installing water troughs and stream crossings. The fabric is available for $1.70 per square foot
plus 5.3% sales tax, and the roll is 12.5 feet wide. If you are interested in more details please
contact Emily Nelson at 434-975-0224 or emily.nelson@tjswcd.org.

Help us Conserve Paper!
Would you like to receive this newsletter via E-mail, or be
notified when we post it on our website? Send an e-mail to
nicola.mcgoff@tjswcd.org
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