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Clean Water Farm Awards recognize Virginia farmers who implement
conservation practices and are doing their part to preserve water
quality. Farmers and landowners who receive the Virginia Clean
Water Farm Award progressively manage their operations and have
adopted and implemented innovative conservation tools, technologies
and Best Management Practices (BMPs). This results in a reduction
of nutrients, pesticides and chemicals in local waterways — protecting
and enhancing water quality.

The Grand Basin Awards are selected from the pool of Virginia Clean Water Farm
Award recipients. Ten grand winners representing Virginia's major river basins are
selected each year. Nominees are submitted by local SWCDs. Grand Basin Award
winners demonstrate exceptional conservation on the land and in managing operations.
These awards are presented to the following river basins: Big Sandy-Tennessee Rivers,
Chowan River, Coastal, James River, New-Yadkin Rivers, Potomac River,
Rappahannock River, Roanoke River, Shenandoah River and the York River.
The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation proudly sponsors the Clean
Water Farm Awards.

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/soil_and_water/cwfa.shtml

FOX MOUNTAIN FARM
Mr. Ronnie Morris receives the
2014 TJSWCD Clean Water Farm Award and the
2014 James River Grand Basin Award Recipient
by Emily Nelson and Brian Walton

The Blue Ridge Mountains have stood above Albemarle County for millions of years,
supporting the mighty forests, cradling the fields of lush grasses, and shading the cool
streams that bound over boulder and rock down to the farms below. In the shadow of
those mountains, it feels as if Ronnie Morris and his family have lived off the land that
surrounds them for almost as long. The story of the Morris family and the Morris farm go
hand in hand with the history of the
area. They know every building that
used to be a school; they know every
old store and every old man who sat
in front of the store talking about
crops and the weather. They are a
respected family with deep roots in
the community.
Located in Northern Albemarle
County near Doylesville, aptly named
for the Doyles River which runs
Ronnie Morris & Fox Mountain Farm
through the heart of this farming
community, Fox Mountain Farm
consists of two family farms, totaling
one hundred and fifteen acres of pasture and seventy-five acres of
mature hardwood forest. Mr. Morris grazes forty cow-calf pairs on
these two properties, and he takes his role of care-taker for the
family’s land very seriously. Mr. Morris knows every blade of grass,
every rock in the field, and every buck rub in the forest. He is careful
to keep a good stand of grass on every hillside and to keep every
fence line clean.
Continued on page 2

Continued from front cover

It is not uncommon while riding through the hollows in this remote area to see cows and their calves enjoying the cold
streams that tumble out of the mountains, but not at Fox Mountain Farm, where Mr. Morris has protected 12,785 linear
feet of stream bank and established 14 acres of riparian buffer. The Doyles River, which is home to two federally
endangered freshwater mussels, is now protected here. The decision to fence the streams was not an easy one. After
meeting with the Soil and Water Conservation District staff for years to discuss rotational grazing, to install a water
trough off his pond, and to consider planting trees, Ronnie finally made the decision to try the stream exclusion program
on his home farm, before then applying the same principles to his aunt’s adjacent property.
Mr. Morris would not move forward with the installation of a project that he did not back fully, both from a conservation
and a business standpoint. By fencing out the streams and installing 2,850 feet of division fence to create thirteen
paddocks for grazing with seven automatic water troughs, Mr. Morris is able to graze ten months out of the year. His
intentionally low stocking rate prevents his hilly pastures from being overgrazed in the winter months. He is able to
stockpile fescue and maximize grazing. Mr. Morris takes pride in everything he does, and he believes completely in the
system he has installed.
His love of the land and the forest has always been strong, and this is shown in the management of his family farms.
He is a farmer, and always has been a farmer, even when he worked for the telephone company for twenty five years,
having to make time for the livestock and the farm after working a forty-hour week. He is an active member of the
Albemarle County Farm Bureau, serving for years on its Board. Ronnie is a pillar in the
Doylesville community. Outside his immediate neighborhood, Ronnie has been willing to
have other interested landowners out to his farm to see the work he has done and to
discuss how the fencing programs have enabled him to make better use of his forage. He
is a leader by example, and his decision to fence his streams will undoubtedly have a
rippling effect through the area.
When staff met Mr. Morris to stake his project, he had already walked the whole property.
He knew where every brace would be placed. He knew where each gate should be
installed. While helping to drive stakes to mark the fence line in the rocky soil at the base
of the mountains, Mr. Morris spoke the words “whose woods are these I think I know”,
quietly quoting the poetry of Robert Frost in admiration for the forest which surrounded us.
Ronnie Morris, out of his love for the natural world around him and his desire to optimize
the use of his natural resources, has protected over a mile of stream for the rest of the
Commonwealth to enjoy.
Fox Mountain Farm exemplifies the tenets of the Clean Water Farm Award and the Grand
Basin Award. The Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to
recognize the work of Ronnie Morris to protect the water quality and the natural
resources of Albemarle County.

The 2014 Virginia Envirothon begins
with our local competition taking place
Friday, March 20 at Walnut Creek
Park. A strong competition is expected
from Albemarle County High School
and Louisa County High School. Students are tested on their
knowledge of natural resources —soils, forestry, wildlife,
aquatics and a current environmental issue. Students visit five
"in the field" test stations where written and hands on problem
solving is required along with an oral presentation formulating a
strategy for addressing the environmental issue. Winning teams
advance to the Area 2 competition in April. They may then
advance to the State competition in May and
possibly the National competition this
summer.
Thank you to the Albemarle County Farm
Bureau for their continued support.
GOOD LUCK teams.

2

Governor Terry McAuliffe presents
Ronnie Morris with the James
River Grand Basin Award at the
annual meeting of the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts.

StreamWatch Call for Volunteers
StreamWatch is hosting volunteer stream monitor
training sessions on Saturday, March 28th at the
Fluvanna County Library from 10AM to 3PM and on
Saturday, April 11th from 10AM to 3 PM at the Ivy
Creek Natural Area education center. The sessions
will cover the fundamentals of stream biological
sampling — catching and identifying aquatic
invertebrates for the purpose of evaluating water
quality and stream health. The training is free, but
class size is limited. To reserve a space, or for
more info, contact Anne Dunckel at
249-3065 or anne@streamwatch.org.
StreamWatch collects and consolidates stream health data, and
distributes information about stream conditions to decisionmakers and the public. For more about StreamWatch,
visit www.streamwatch.org.

Palo-Alto Farm
Richard C. Hartley
2014 TJSWCD Clean Water Farm Award Recipient
2014 York River Grand Basin Award Nominee
by Raleigh Coleman
Palo-Alto Farm has been in Richard Hartley’s family since the 1940s.
When the Hartley family took over the farm, Richard was just seven
months old, and the property had been mismanaged and was full of
broomsedge, poor soils, and eroding areas. Throughout the years, Mr.
Hartley has worked hard to be a good steward of the property. Today, the
entire property is green and growing, and supports Mr. Hartley’s herd of
80 brood cows.
The farm consists of about 467 acres, with about 113.7 acres of dedicated
pasture, 48.8 acres of dual-use hay/pasture, 35.6 acres of hayland, and
the balance in forest. Mr. Hartley is proud of the fact that there are no
longer any “washes,” or eroding areas, on the property. All historical
cropland has been converted to permanent grass, and Mr. Hartley is
currently in the process of fencing in the remainder of his hayland so that
it can be grazed. This will result in less diesel fuel being used, create
more efficient nutrient cycling, and allow Mr. Hartley to begin
Brian Wagner, TJSWCD Board of Directors Chairman,
implementing a rotational grazing system. As Mr. Hartley says, “the cows
presents Mr. & Mrs. Hartley with the 2014 Clean Water
can harvest the grass much more efficiently than he can.”. The Natural
Farm Award
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is in the process of developing a
Prescribed Grazing Plan that will ensure adequate vegetation is maintained on all pastures and that any water leaving
the fields is clean.
Mr. Hartley’s first structural conservation practice was installed in 1990 with the assistance of the Soil Conservation
Service. A spring development was installed to supply water to an open-topped concrete trough for the cattle to reduce
the cattle’s impact on the stream from which they were drinking. The trough is still functional today, and the springhead
has since been fenced out with the assistance of the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). Ten years
later, Mr. Hartley installed a well and pressurized frost-free trough to supply water for cattle in one of the central fields on
the farm.
In 2011, Mr. Hartley began his stream exclusion on Palo-Alto Farm in the interest of the health of his herd. He had
problems with the blackleg disease, as well as problems losing calves in wet areas. Through the CREP project, Mr.
Hartley installed 14,406 feet of fence, 2,102 feet of pipeline, and four stream crossings totaling 9,472 square feet. The
CREP project resulted in 13.6 acres of hardwood riparian buffers, including two full pasture fields (measuring 3.7 and
1.8 acres each) that were converted to hardwoods.

Right: Cattle have been fenced out of the 1.98 miles of
stream on Palo-Alto Farm. They drink water from
pressure-fed troughs.

Left: Palo Alto Farm featuring a CREP
buffer with a trough in the distant
background.

Center: This spring development was one of the first
conservation practices installed on the farm in 1990.

3
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Palo-Alto Farm continued from page 3

Mr. Hartley was so pleased with the results of the CREP project that he
has since completed two SL-6 projects through the Virginia Agricultural
Best Management Practice (BMP) Program. He is currently working on
an Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) project through
NRCS to complete the remaining stream exclusion fence on the property
and install additional troughs and cross-fence to allow Mr. Hartley to
begin rotational grazing.

A stream crossing where Mr. Hartley
installed the stream exclusion well
beyond the minimum setback of 35 feet.

The results of Mr. Hartley’s conservation projects are staggering. He has
installed over 8,000 feet of pipeline, 13.6 acres of riparian buffers, 8 frostfree troughs, 1 spring development, and 17,042 feet of stream exclusion
fence to protect 10,450 feet (1.98 miles) of stream. Mr. Hartley installed
much of the fence himself, reducing the cost and thereby reducing the
amount of cost-share funds needed to accomplish the projects.

While the numbers are impressive, so is Mr. Hartley’s attention to the “small things.” When erosion rills form on his farm
roads, he plugs them up with hay bale net wrap, which is an innovative substitute to the blanket/matting that is utilized on
construction sites. Instead of herbicides, Mr. Hartley carries a grubbing hoe in his UTV to dig up any weeds that need
removing in his pastures. Mr. Hartley has recently added stone around one of his mineral feeders in the middle of his
pasture, which is just an example of his dedication to maintaining the property – ultimately resulting in clean water.
Mr. Hartley is very proud of the condition of his farm, stemming from his love for the land and watching things grow. He
certainly deserves recognition for his contributions to water quality in the York River Watershed.
“Only with the continued hard work and commitment of our agricultural producers will we be able to meet our water
quality goals for all of Virginia, including the Chesapeake Bay” said Secretary of Natural Resources, Molly Ward.
“These farmers show that water quality protection and profitable and sustainable farming go hand in hand and I
applaud their accomplishments.”

100% Funding Available for Conservation Work
Through the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water
Conservation District
The State of Virginia is offering 100% cost-share
to fence streams at 35-ft
100% Cost-Share is available for:
 Alternative Watering Systems:
 Automatic frost-free water troughs, new wells, or spring
developments
 Stream exclusion fencing at 35-ft from the top of the bank
 Division fencing to help develop a rotational grazing system
Reasons to fence your streams:
 Increase weight gain in cattle by providing plentiful, clean water
 Reduce incidents of disease and illness in cattle
 Less likelihood of foot rot, bovine virus, diarrhea, and
environmental mastitis
 Fewer calves lost from being born in streams /wet areas
 Develop a rotational grazing system that could help improve pasture quality and maximize grazing potential
Contact the District before June 30, 2015
in order to be eligible for 100% cost-share
For more information or to set up a site visit, contact the TJSWCD.
In Albemarle, Fluvanna or Nelson Counties, call (434) 975-0224.
In Louisa County, call (540) 967-5940.
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Pollinators, Plant Sales
and Wildflowers
March 11, 2015, Pollinator
Symposium, Dolly Madison
Garden Club 11:00-3:30
Barboursville - Stone Fire
Station.
glenmaryfarm@gmail.com
Speakers: Jack Price, Why
pollinators are important.
Don Heary, Big picture of threats to
pollinators.
Repp Glaettli, What can we do to
support and increase pollinators at
the garden, landscape and farm.

April 26th Annual plant sale.
Doors open at 1pm Ivy Creek
Natural Area Barn. Native
plants at inexpensive prices.
May 15 and 16, 2015 TWNF
Wildflower Symposium
http://www.twnf.org/springwildflower-symposium-about/

2014 Highlights

TJSWCD celebrates 75 years of service —
“To exercise leadership in promoting natural resource protection.”
Albemarle County Farm Bureau
delivered as promised, an extraordinary event to promote
local agriculture and agriculture education.
When a home bred, 6 year old Holstein, with a classification of 92
points from the Holstein Association walks into Lee Park on a
beautiful September day — that gets your attention and perhaps
your curiosity too. She goes by the name Excetera and was a
real crowd pleaser at Farm Bureau’s first annual Agriculture on Main Street
Event in Charlottesville.
Just for a change of pace, Excetera took a leave of absence for the day
from Early Dawn Dairy to travel to downtown Charlottesville, finding a
comfortable place in Lee Park to spend the day. It was here that this fine
Holstein along with Tom Gilbert welcomed all ages the opportunity to get a
little closer, listen and learn more about our local agriculture community.
P.S. For those city dwellers and others unfamiliar with this classification-that’s only 8 points away from being considered a perfect cow.
Tom Gilbert with Excetera

Practicing What They Teach
Did you know that each dedicated person on the education staff is also a certified Virginia Master Naturalist? The
mission of the TJSWCD is “to exercise leadership in promoting natural resource protection” and the intention of our
education programs is for students to develop and gain a better understanding of environmental responsibilities and a
sense of stewardship that are essential to long-term sustainability. TJSWCD is very fortunate and grateful to have a
true working partnership with Rivanna Master Naturalist volunteers. They are a vital resource in maintaining a safe and
exceptional educational experience. The education staff consists of seasonal and part time positions. Here they are in
action, practicing what they teach.
In September, Dan (on right) along with
fellow river stewards and volunteers
removed 60 tires out of the Rivanna River
just between Camp Friendship and
Palmyra. No easy task…somewhat...
“tire-some”.

On a cold November morning Lauriston &
Frances layer up and gear up for the final
Rivanna River Clean-Up organized by the
Rivanna Conservation Society. With help
from over 35 volunteers working a portion of
the Rivanna and a segment of Meadow
Creek, a tributary of the river, alongside the
Rivanna trail, they collected 75 full bags of
recyclable trash and debris (bikes, shopping
carts, even televisions) removed from this
urban habitat.

Congratulations Ida on your 2,500
hours of volunteer service for the
Virginia Master Naturalist. An
exceptional accomplishment!
You name it—she’s done it.
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Photos courtesy of Rivanna Conservation Society

Two upcoming rain barrel
workshops at the Nelson
Center in Lovingston, VA
on Saturday, March 28th
and Saturday, May 2nd.
10:30-Noon. Registration is
required. Please contact
Lauriston at the TJSWCD
office 434-975-0224
ext.107.
If you have a group or community interested in learning more we will gladly offer
a workshop for you.
Rain Barrels for sale TJSWCD
sells 50 gallon EarthMinded Rain
Barrel kits (pictures above) for
$85.00. Call 975-0224 to
arrange an easy pick-up.

2015 TJSWCD Scholarship is now
OPEN. The Thomas Jefferson
Soil and Water Conservation District
(TJSWCD) is excited to announce
the availability of its 2015 Scholarship Awards, including the Annual
Eddie Wood Memorial Scholarship.
Additional information and
applications can be found on our
website www.tjswcd.org
Scholarship application deadline
4:00 pm on March 2, 2015

Help us Conserve Paper!
Would you like to receive this newsletter via
E-mail? Send an e-mail to
lauriston.damitz@tjswcd.org

Youth Conservation Camp
(YCC) July 12-18, 2015 at
Virginia Tech in Blacksburg,
VA. Sponsored by the VA.
Assoc. of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts giving
high school students a chance
to broaden and exercise their
conservation knowledge and
interests. Visit www.vaswcd.org
for more information.
Two YCC Scholarships are
available. Full camp tuition
(includes food & lodging). YCC
applications can be found on
our website www.tjswcd.org .
YCC application deadline 4:00
p.m. on April 10, 2015
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