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Vivian Scott Richardson, Sr. Memorial Farm
Albert J. McGhee, Jr.
2015 TJSWCD Clean Water Farm Award Recipient for Louisa County
By Raleigh Coleman

The Vivian Scott Richardson, Sr. Memorial Farm
has been in Albert McGhee’s family for over 150 years
(possibly as many as 200 years). Growing up, Albert
helped his grandfather and uncle on the farm, but
Albert has been the lead decision-maker over the last
10 years. Albert has always worked hard to be a good
steward of the property, and within the past few years,
he has spent a great deal of time and money
implementing conservation practices to address all
identifiable resource concerns on the farm.
Historically, the farm was cropped, cut for hay, and supported livestock. Today, all
cropland has been converted to hay and pasture and supports Albert’s expanding herd of
52 brood cows. The farm consists of about 150 acres, with about 38.7 acres of dedicated
pasture, 39.8 acres of hayland that is also grazed, approximately 5 acres in wildlife food
plots, and the balance in forest. (see photos next page)
The farm is made up mostly of easily erodible sandy loam soils, with some “D” slopes
(15 to 30%). Albert does a great job of managing his grazing to maintain enough
vegetation to prevent erosion in these areas, and he recently stabilized a couple of his
access roads with geotextile fabric and stone to prevent erosion. These strategies are
important considering the property’s proximity to the North Anna River and Lake Anna.
Albert recently bore significant out-of-pocket expense to fence in his hay fields to
allow them to be grazed. This will result in the use of less fossil fuel, enhance nutrient
cycling, and allow Albert to enhance his rotational grazing system. He has a Prescribed
Grazing Plan written by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to ensure
adequate vegetation is maintained on all pastures and that any water leaving the fields is
clean.
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Mr. McGhee began participating in conservation programs in 2013 with a Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) project on his front pasture. This was a fairly simple project that made a large water quality impact
because the entire herd was drinking from a small spring-fed spring. After seeing the benefits of this project, Albert
participated in the Virginia Agricultural Best Management Practice (BMP) Program to install an SL-6 (stream exclusion)
project ; once this was completed, he completed two more SL-6 projects. The remainder of the farm was addressed
through another CREP project and the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) through NRCS.
The results of Albert’s conservation projects are very impressive. He has installed 4,873 feet of pipeline, 2.6 acres of
riparian buffers, 2 stream crossings, a hardened animal trail and walkway, 7 frost-free troughs, and over 7,600 feet of
stream exclusion fence to protect almost 5,000 feet of spring-fed streams. The property is adjacent to the North Anna
River, and the cattle do not have access to it.
Because of his tremendous conservation efforts, Mr. McGhee was recently interviewed for an outreach video
produced by USDA-NRCS. The video recognizes his farm as a
success story of someone who cares about his farm and
water quality. He certainly deserves recognition for his contributions to water quality in the York River Watershed.
-RC

The pond on the property has been fenced out.
Livestock have no access to surface water on the
farm. Mr. McGhee provides frost-free troughs as
an alternative water source.

These tree tubes represent some of the 2.6 acres of pasture that Mr.
McGhee gave up to establish forested riparian buffers through the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). In this case, he
gave up much more than the minimum setback of 35 ft.

Nominated by TJSWCD, Mr. McGhee was one of the
ten farmers awarded with the Virginia Clean Water Farm
Grand Basin Award. The awards are given each year to
farmers or farm owners who are doing their part to
protect soil and water resources. One winner is selected
from each of Virginia’s ten major river basins.
The program is sponsored by the Virginia Department
of Conservation and Recreation in partnership with
Virginia’s 47 soil and water conservation districts. The
awards were presented Dec. 7, 2015 during the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
annual meeting in Richmond.
“These farms represent the best in conservation
farming in Virginia,” said DCR Director Clyde Cristman.
“By voluntarily implementing practices such as stream
fencing, cover crops, riparian buffers, nutrient management plans and more.
These producers are not only improving conditions on their properties, but
they’re also improving conditions for people who live downstream.”

Albert J. McGhee Jr. accepts the Clean Water
Farm Grand Basin Award from Secretary of
Agriculture and Forestry Todd Haymore (left)
and VA. Department of Conservation and
Recreation Director Clyde Cristman (right).).

2015-2016 Mountains to the Bay Academy
TJSWCD hosted the first weekend of the Mountains to the
Bay, James River Watershed Academy at Camp Albemarle
along the Mooremans River. The Virginia Resource-Use
Education Council (VRUEC), in partnership with The Office of
Science and Health Education and the Virginia Department of
Education, offers three Mountains to the Bay Watershed
Academies for 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th grade teachers. The
academies provide exemplary instruction focused on the river
watersheds through an interdisciplinary approach for teams
of teachers (science, social studies, language arts,
mathematics, physical education, etc). The team of teachers
selects one of the three academies (Potomac River M2B
Watershed Academy, the Rappahannock/York Rivers M2B
Watershed Academy, and the James River M2B Watershed
Academy) and participates in that academy’s four weekend
sessions spread throughout the school year from the
Mountains to the Bay.
It was a full academy of teachers from Buckingham County, Norfolk, Giles County, Prince Edward County, Virginia Beach and
Chesterfield County. The weekend’s organizing question: The Value of Water, Why Does it Matter? Focused on the economic,
political and ecological implications of our water quality & quantity, and challenged the teachers to rediscover and inquire about
water’s past, present and future.
The outstanding presentations captured the teacher’s attention and encouraged full participation in hands-on activities to
reinforce the new, and for some, familiar information. Many, many thanks to the guest presenters who made it happen—
Laurel Williamson from the Center for Watershed Protection, Master Naturalists and StreamWatch Volunteers, Marilyn Smith (a
retired geologist) and Ida Swenson (a retired educator). Karen & Ken Hall, Virginia Beekeepers and Michael van den Bossche a
Chemical Engineer (currently working as a research associate in the Environmental Science department at UVA) all provided
technical information, curriculum ideas & projects that support Virginia’s SOLs.

NOW ACCEPTING COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

Cunningham Creek and Tributaries TMDL

We are pleased to announce the availability of the 2016 Scholarship
Awards. Additional information and applications can be found on
our website www.tjswcd.org.
Scholarship application deadline 4:00 pm on March 4, 2016.

Virginia DEQ , Preliminary Public Meeting is tentatively set
for Monday, February 29, 2016 at 6:30 pm.
Location TBD—check the TJSWCD website calendar for
location update.

Alyson Sappington receives the 2015
Watershed Connections Achievement Award
The Watershed Connections Award recognizes an outstanding Soil & Water Conservation
District (SWCD) director in each of Virginia’s major river basins for encouraging SWCDs to
work on a watershed basis.
Stephen Meeks presents Alyson with her Watershed Connections Achievement Award at
the Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts Annual Meeting
held in Richmond.
Alyson served on the Culpeper Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Directors from
January 2008 - December 2015.
Congratulations Alyson!

2016 begins a new year with a few new Directors and Staff.
MARY JOHNSON
Mary comes back to the TJSWCD as a Management Analyst after serving as a District Director
from 2000 to 2011. During that time she served on numerous ad hoc steering committees
related to stormwater management regulations, on both state and local levels. The VASWCD
recognized her efforts by selecting her as the recipient of the 2001 Watershed Connections
Award for the York River Basin.
Originally from the Tidewater area, Mary has traveled across the United States, working as a
stormwater design professional. As a licensed land surveyor in the Commonwealth of Virginia,
she was the previous owner of two small businesses providing professional land surveying and
private land development consulting services in the Central Virginia area. She resides in Louisa
County and continues to actively serve her community as a member of the Louisa County
Broadband Authority and the Louisa County Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee.

MICHAEL RAMSEY
An Amherst County native,
Michael has just recently joined the
Charlottesville community by
becoming the new Urban Conservation Technician at the TJSWCD. After
graduating from Amherst County
High School in 2005, he helped on
the disaster relief team with the Red
Cross, assisting in the re-stabilization
of the Gulf Coast after the arrival of
hurricane Katrina. Following this, he
served 4 years as an engineer/
firefighter with the United States Navy, and eventually gained his BA
in environmental studies from Randolph College. Michael is an
accomplished equestrian, and he competed nationally on the
Randolph College riding team. Other hobbies include playing music,
hiking, kayaking, and running. As an employee of the District, his
main goal is to inform the public about environmental issues and
continue to provide support for land conservation through the
Virginia/Charlottesville Conservation Assistance Program.

CHRISTINA SHOUP
Welcome Christina to the
TJSWCD. She joins the
District as the Agricultural
Administrative Assistant.
Christina studied Education
at Piedmont Virginia
Community College and has
lived in Nelson County and
now currently in Southern
Albemarle County for the
past 12 years, with her
husband Adam and their
two daughters. “We love
exploring all the wonders of
this beautiful area. “

Welcome Newly Elected TJSWCD
Board of Directors.
Full biographies can be found on
www.tjswcd.org

City of Charlottesville: William Lucy
and Clement “Kim” Tingley.
Fluvanna County: Angus Murdock.
Louisa County: Mistie Goodman.
Joe Thompson, Associate Director.
2016 Thomas Jefferson SWCD Board of Directors
Top row (left to right): Bill Uhl, Joe Thompson (Associate Director), David Collins, Steven Meeks and John Easter.
Bottom row (left to right): Carrie Swanson, Mistie Goodman, Brian Wagner, Angus Murdock, Lonnie Murray and Deloris
Bradshaw (Associate Director). Not pictured: Tom Pratley, Bill Lucy, Kim Tingley and Irvin White (Associate Director).

Corky Shackelford and Dave Norford: Ideal Partners In Conservation.
The partnership at Dovedale Farm serves as a modern example of farming, continuing one farmer’s legacy with
the implementation of the next generation’s rotational grazing system. By Emily Nelson
When Corky Shackelford realized running his Angus herd on his own was getting to be more than he could handle, he did not have to
look far to find a partner to keep agriculture alive on Dovedale Farm. Dave Norford and Corky Shackelford work together to have a
productive farm where conservation is a key tenet. Mr. Norford manages his 65 cow/calf pairs by grass height, making certain to keep
good vegetation on every inch of the farm. The partnership between Mr. Shackelford and Mr. Norford allow a modern twist on
farming while keeping a family’s legacy alive.
Corky Shackelford’s family and their relationship to Dovedale Farm is a long and rich
story. Corky’s great-grandfather found his way up the Rappahannock River,
purchasing the land in Albemarle County which became Dovedale Farm in 1817.
Cork’s grandfather, a country doctor who also served in the Confederate Army,
farmed when he wasn’t doctoring around the County. His livestock herd grew as
patients paid him for his services in calves, sheep, and chickens. His wheat and corn
crops thrived while tended by patients who traded day labor for his medical
attention. Corky’s father, and Corky himself, were both teachers at a boarding
school, Woodberry Forest, and they farmed around their school schedule, with
female relatives (a sister, aunt, and sisters-in-law) taking care of the bulk of the daily
farming chores during the school year. Corky’s father and Corky would plant during
spring break and then return to harvest wheat and hay during summer vacation.
Corky’s family clung tightly to the family farming tradition. They raised what they
needed, selling extra cream and milk to the local dairy, chickens to the surrounding
neighbors, and even shipping turkeys up to Baltimore on the train. All farm work was done manually, with two full-time employees
and some seasonal workers helping manage the teams of horses and mules. Eventually, in the
mid 1950’s, the family bought a tractor. They were the last in the community to buy a tractor, but
Corky worried if they did not, they would not be able to keep up both teaching school and
working the land. The family soon got into the cattle business, keeping about seventy Angus
stockers. They would sell yearlings rather than calves, and filled a niche in the community,
providing less expensive registered bulls to the smaller operators.
When Corky sold his herd of registered Angus to make room for Dave Norford’s operation, some
of the cattle could be traced back more generations than Corky. While Corky to this day misses his
cattle, he is glad to see Mr. Norford’s operation in place at the farm. Currently, Mr. Norford
moves his cows in one herd through the 15 paddocks on the farm. He is able to rest his hay fields
to stockpile forage for the fall and winter. Grass height dictates the grazing schedule, with the
A stream crossing facilitates the
cows potentially being moved as often as every day. Fields are subdivided using electric fence, forcing
movement of cattle and equipment
the cattle to graze as efficiently as possible. Water is provided through a pressurized system to 12 water with minimal impact on the stream.
troughs as there is total exclusion from the waterways on the farm, with 1.4 miles of stream protected.
- EN

245 acres of pasture
54 acres of woodland
12.9 acres of riparian buffer
4.9 acres planted riparian buffer
1.4 miles of stream bank protected
15 paddocks
12 automatic water troughs
100% stream exclusion

Emily Nelson presents Mr. Shackelford (left) and Mr. Norford (middle) with
the 2015 Clean Water Farm Award Winner. Dovedale Farm, Stony Point, VA.

Youth Conservation Camp (YCC) is sponsored by
the VA. Assoc. of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (VASWCD) giving high school students a
chance to broaden and exercise their conservation
knowledge and interests. TJSWCD offers two
Youth Conservation Camp Sponsorships. Full
camp tuition (includes food & lodging). YCC
applications can be found on our website
www.tjswcd.org. YCC application deadline
4:00 p.m. on April 12, 2016.
For the 2016 Camp Highlights or for more info
visit www.vaswcd.org
Rain Barrel workshop at the Nelson Center in
Lovingston, VA on Saturday, April 2, 2016.
10:30-Noon. Registration is required. Please contact
Lauriston at the TJSWCD office 434-975-0224 ext.107.
If you have a group or community interested in
learning more about rain water harvesting we will
gladly offer a workshop for you.

Rain Barrels for
sale: TJSWCD sells
45 gallon EarthMinded Rain
Barrel kits for $80.
Call 975-0224 to
arrange an easy
pick-up. Ask

about rebate
offer.

Geotextile Fabric For Sale
Non-woven, geo-textile filter fabric
for use in installing water troughs
and stream crossings. The fabric is
available for $1.70 per square foot
plus 5.3% sales tax, and the roll is
12.5 feet wide. If you would like
more information please contact
Emily Nelson at 434-975-0224 or
emily.nelson@tjswcd.org.

More ways to conserve natural resources…
If you would like to receive The Resource Review newsletter electronically, send an e-mail request to
lauriston.damitz@tjswcd.org
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Soil & Water Conservation District
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