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Lisa Hyatt.  After working in the professional horse industry for most of her 
adult life, Lisa moved to Orange County in 2010 from snowy New Hampshire.  

In 2015,  Lisa graduated from the University of                              
Massachusetts-Amherst with a BA degree in                            
Sustainable Business.  While at UMass she became 
increasingly interested in the vital role that agricultural 
producers play in communities and how the local food 
economy impacts rural areas.  After graduation, she 
worked for the Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic 
Plants at Monticello where she became interested in 
the use of native plants in the landscape.                                                                                   
 “I am excited to be joining the TJSWCD as the   
Agricultural Administrative Assistant in their efforts to 
promote conservation strategies to farm and land           
owners.” 
     When free time allows, Lisa enjoys tending to her 
ever expanding vegetable, herb and flower gardens as 

well as hiking and kayaking with her two rescued dogs from Puerto Rico. 

Meet TJSWCD’s Newest Additions 

Mary Eiserman.  Mary joined the TJSWCD team this  August. Mary’s 
passion for discovery and the natural world led her to 
major in Biology at Christopher Newport University.  
Following graduation, Mary worked as an independent 
contractor for several wind energy companies before 
switching to a more agricultural path.  Her experience 
working on several farms led Mary to work with the 
Rodale Organic Agricultural Institute in PA leading               
no-till weed management studies.  Mary and her              
husband are Nelson County residents. She is a                        
self-described naturalist, working for the last several 
years as an event designer and coordinator. Mary is 
excited to be jumping back into the agricultural world 
and is looking forward to working with area producers.  

     We bid a fond farewell to Emily Nelson.  She has moved on to new                 
endeavors including a recent marriage to Irvin White.  We wish to extend to 
her our gratitude for 13 years of dedicated service to the TJSWCD and to the 
agriculture community and wish her continued success in her ongoing career.                                          
 Luke Longanecker, former Conservation Specialist, has been promoted 
to fill the position of Conservation Programs Manager.     
 



 

 

Back Row: Tim Talley, Michael Ramsey, Lisa Hyatt, Alyson Sappington. 
Middle Row: Mary Eiserman, Mary Johnson, Martin Johnson, Lauriston DaMitz. 

Front Row:  John Wood, Brian Walton, Luke Longanecker. 

The Gang’s All Here  —   
Your Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District Staff  

TJ Center for Historic Plants  
Open House 

October 15
th   

10am-2pm 
1293 Tufton Farm, Charlottesville 

District Wide Cost Share Program for                   
Septic Systems  

 
To support the pollution reductions needed to 

help restore the health of the rivers,                
TJSWCD can provide cost-share assistance                 

(50-75%) for qualifying septic system                    
pump-outs, repairs, replacements, or                      
connection to public sewer systems to        

homeowners in Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa, 
Nelson Counties and the City of C’ville.  

  
 Applications now being accepted.  For more     

information or to receive an application, please 
call Lisa at (434) 975-0224 ext. 110 or                            

lisa.hyatt@tjswcd.org. 

TJSWCD mission: to exercise leadership in promoting natural resource protection. 

Water Quality 
 

“Excess nutrients in runoff are a chief threat to water quality. When it 
rains, the rain can cause erosion, pick up nutrients and chemicals, and 
run off the land into our waterways. These hitchhikers help us grow crops 
and have a nice lawn, but degrade our streams, rivers, lakes and bays.                   
Nutrients can lead to harmful algal blooms that kill underwater plants and 
destroy habitat that aquatic life needs to survive. They can also lead to 
water with little or no dissolved oxygen, again to the detriment of aquatic 
life that happen to be a food source for people. 

Nutrient management and soil and water conservation districts (SWCDs) 
play a pivotal role in preventing such runoff. In fact, SWCDs have been in 
the business of fighting erosion and preventing pollution since the                  
mid-1930s. And Virginia's 47 districts still wage the good fight, focusing 
mainly on on-the-ground work. DCR (The Va. Dept. of Conservation & 
Recreation) works closely with districts and farmers, urban and suburban 
landowners, and other land managers to cut this harmful runoff, but     
controlling runoff pollution is everyone's business. Each of us causes           
runoff pollution, and each of us must act to reduce its effects.”                                     
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov 



 

 

Alyson in the late 80’s with her first computer 

 
Come October Alyson Sappington will celebrate her 30th year of service with the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water 
Conservation District.  How ever did this young lady find her way from urban New York to the agricultural land of  
Central Virginia, so many years ago?  Her ticket out of town began in the late 70’s attending Cook College in New 

Jersey, earning her degree in  Agriculture Economics, then serving in VISTA 
(Volunteers in Service to America) in New Mexico, and then receiving her Masters 
from Virginia Tech in Natural Resource Management.   
 
After graduating from VT, Alyson’s career unknowingly began at the Southern 
States Cooperative in Louisa County.  For three years, while providing                  
customer service, she was learning first hand from the farmers themselves about 
practices, products, healthy soil, seasonal plantings, fertilizer, yields and meeting 
the people of the farming communities, listening closely to their issues of concern.  
 
With the push for reducing pollution in the Chesapeake Bay, the Thomas                    
Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District (aka the District or TJSWCD)              
received funds to implement Agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) and 
hire a technical employee.  Mr. Jim Carlson a regular customer at Southern States, 
a pig farmer, and a Director with TJSWCD was the first to approach Alyson to     
consider working for the District.    
 

 
In 1986, Alyson was hired and worked part-time for TJSWCD and part-time for the Albemarle County Engineering 
Department.  At this time the District primarily focused on agricultural programs, but at the same time, Alyson was 
also learning about urban programs through the Engineering Department two days per week.  
 
When Alyson began working for TJSWCD, the majority of the Directors were farmers.  Over the course of time, 
many growing seasons and as other natural resource agencies began to evolve, the TJSWCD Board of Directors 
recognized the interest as well as the need to reach out in other areas (non-agriculture), and it was time for the  
District to ebb and flow.  
 
In 1990, Alyson’s position became fulltime with TJSWCD. In her 30 year career, she has worked with over 70    
directors and has attended nearly 360 Board of Directors meetings.  Working with landowners, land managers, and 
natural resource professionals in the District’s five localities (Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa and Nelson Counties, 
and the City of Charlottesville), and also networking with other soil and water conservation districts, TJSWCD    
developed a more diverse Board of Directors.  She shares this insight, “With respect to water pollution issues, it’s 
not the farmers’ fault, it’s not the developers’ fault.  It’s not the government’s responsibility to fix it, it’s not the 
NGO’s (non-government organization) responsibility to fix it.  It’s a little bit of everything and everyone doing their 
part.  TJSWCD is not just an agriculture organization, or a native plant organization, or an urban stormwater        
organization … It’s the diversity that makes this district really strong.”  She is quite right.   

Cultivating Grassroots 
“Protecting natural resources isn’t on any one group’s shoulders;  

its about pulling everybody together and working.”  - A. Sappington 

Stats & Facts in a 30 Year Recap: 
 

Part-time (3 days)          full time. 
Conservation Specialist           District Manager (remember in the beginning there was no such thing as a District Manager) 

2 part-time employees at the District           11 full time employees. 
0 service vehicles           4 service vehicles. 

¼ inch thick cost-share files           1 ½ inch thick cost share files. 
Pen, paper and clipboard           ipads in the field.                                                                       

(And, that clipboard was much more effective than an ipad would have been when she had to fight off an                                                                   
angry domestic turkey beast while on a field visit.) 

Typewriters and carbon paper            desktop & laptop computers in the office. 
Cost share budget of $30,000.00           a near $2,000,000.00. 

Served on a number of committees (far too many to mention)               serving as a Director on the Culpeper SWCD Board. 
Happily married and no children          to happily married with two grown children. 



 

 

 
Just a few program highlights and accomplishments of Alyson’s stewardship: 
 
 Grant awards and funding from all localities and at all interagency levels that has kept the District                 

solvent, proactive, and quite productive.    
 
 TJSWCD is the only Soil and Water Conservation District in Virginia to have an on-going                   

open-space easement program.   
 
 While working more and more with Charlottesville’s staff and officials, a partnership developed to assist 

the City in meeting stormwater management requirements.  In 2006, the City of Charlottesville joined the 
TJSWCD’s service area.   

 
 TJSWCD, along with three other Soil & Water Conservation Districts, planted a “native plant” seed, and 

steered the ship in a four-year pilot program, providing cost share incentives to implement urban                  
(non-agricultural) best management practices, aiding in the reduction of stormwater runoff and                      
supporting the TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) for the Chesapeake Bay.  This cost share program, 
the Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP), has grown and is now a Chesapeake Bay-wide 
program in Virginia.   

 
 She is an award winning District Manager.  Alyson has been recognized at the local, regional and state 

levels for her efforts in implementing water resource protection programs and soil conservation.  One 
particularly unique award -- Alyson (in the 90’s), was one of fifteen selected nation-wide by the Soil & 
Water Conservation Society to receive the Berg Fellowship.  This was an opportunity for these select   
individuals to participate in a forum of policy discussions.     
 

 Alyson’s specialties: watershed protection, water quality, NPS pollution control, stormwater management, 
erosion & sediment control, agricultural conservation planning, urban and agricultural best management 
practices, and open-space easements.   

 
 
As we know soil and water are essential to the health of any 
good root system, and as Alyson explains, “Districts started 
with agriculture, we don’t want to lose sight of this.  Stay open 
to new endeavors and remember what got us here in the first 
place: The fact that the TJSWCD is a local, grassroots,            
autonomous organization here to help.”   
 
As we sound the horns and recognize Alyson’s 30 years of 
dedicated service this will also mark the beginning of her    
retirement in February 2017.  No, she is not subscribing to 
Modern Maturity but rather her immediate plans in her                 
retirement will be hiking and backpacking all 500+ miles of 
trails, little by little, in the Shenandoah National Park. 
 
Ralph Waldo Emerson said “To laugh often and much; To win 
the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; 
To earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the                      
betrayal of false friends; To appreciate beauty; To find the 
best in others; To leave the world a bit better, whether by a 
healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; 
To know even one life has breathed easier because you have 
lived; This is to have succeeded.” 
 
Thank you Alyson.  Happy trails. 
 



 

 

Tim Talley and John Wood reinforce avoiding the                                
use of  industry jargon as a second language.   

Mark Campbell shares photos of conservation practices 
implemented on Deer Creek Farm . 

                  
 
     Do you own land? Are you a farmer? Do you have timber on your property? Do you get tired of                
mowing, weeding, and trying to make your fields look like a golf course? Do you often wonder where all 
the wildlife went? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then I may be able to help. I’m Lorien 
Koontz,    Private Lands Wildlife Biologist for southside Virginia. Thanks to the Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries and the Natural Resource Conservation Service, I’m here to help landowners 
create and maintain wildlife habitat. Whether it’s quail, deer, turkey, rabbits, songbirds, or pollinators that 
you’re aiming for, it is my job to help you manage your property in such a way that boosts wildlife activity.  
     I specialize in managing early successional habitat (ESH); this is the habitat that first shows up after a 
disturbance like logging, burning, or old overgrown fields. ESH is home to many ground-nesting birds and 
small mammals – all of which have been in steep decline over the decades due to habitat loss. Once 
farm equipment became mechanical, less time was needed for farming and more time went into                          
neatening up fence rows, field edges, and brush piles. The goal became to make the property look nice, 
neat, and manicured; a clean lawn is a                
happy lawn. Sadly, due to this transition, wildlife 
habitat has  declined, taking wildlife populations 
down with it.  
     So if have some land you can set aside for  
habitat like the shrubby hedgerow or wildflower 
meadow pictured here, give me a call before bush 
hogging your fields to keep them neat, before you 

cut down all the briars growing in a weed patch, or before you burn 
your debris piles. You can use debris, old fences, and idle fields to 
benefit wildlife, and there are government programs that can                   
provide assistance to help you do so.  If you’d like to learn more about 
early successional habitat to see if it’s something you’d like to create 
on your land, visit www.vaquail.com.  

SL-6, VCAP, E&S, RB-1, IDEE, BMP, TMDL...W-H-A-T??                                                                              
Communicating the Language of Conservation 

         In August, the James River Association hosted a “Training in Conservation Programs, Practices and                                
Communication” workshop at the Ivy Creek Natural Area in Charlottesville.  Along with a number of natural             
resource professionals and Soil & Water Conservation Districts, TJSWCD Conservation Techs offered clarity to a               
sometimes confusing language of acronyms and terminology.  Mark Campbell, TJSWCD Director, shared his   
perspective from a producer / landowner point of view on several Best Management Practices (BMPs) that he  
successfully utilizes on his farm….the benefits and challenges.   

www.jrava.org 

Meet Your Private Lands Wildlife Biologist 

http://www.vaquail.com
http://jrava.org/
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More ways to conserve natural resources… 
If you would like to receive The Resource Review newsletter electronically, send an e-mail request to   

lauriston.damitz@tjswcd.org 

 
Rain Barrels  
TJSWCD sells 45 
gallon EarthMinded                      
Rain Barrel kits for 
$80.00.                  
 
Call  975-0224 ext. 107          
to arrange an easy            
pick-up and everything 
you need to know                  
tutorial.   

Geotextile Fabric For Sale 
Geotextiles are permeable fabrics which, when used in association with soil, have the     

ability to separate, filter, reinforce, protect, or drain.  
 

TJSWCD has for sale non-woven, geotextile filter fabric for use in  
installing water troughs and stream crossings.  This can also be used in non-agriculture 

landscaping.  The fabric is available for $1.70 per square foot plus 5.3% sales tax, and the 
roll is 12.5 feet wide. If you are interested in more details please contact                                        

Tim Talley at 540- 967-5940 or tim.talley@tjswcd.org.  

Holidays are coming...making a list and checking it twice. 

 
Piedmont Native Plant Guide 

Grow your resource library with this 
go-to guide, the Piedmont Native Plant 

Guide. A sturdy & compact 8.5” x 6” spi-
ral, wire bound guide full of color 
photos, native plant recommen-
dations and growing conditions.  

Also sharing the heritage & beau-
ty of Native Plants in the Pied-
mont and the life sustaining im-

portance of  attracting pollinators.      
                                            

Call TJSWCD and reserve yours 
today.  $10.00 (includes tax!)  


