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Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation District
“To exercise leadership in promoting natural resource protection”
Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD) were established in the 1930’s to develop comprehensive programs and plans to
conserve soil resources, control and prevent soil erosion, prevent floods and conserve, develop, utilize and dispose of water.
SWCDs are political subdivisions of the Commonwealth, authorized under the Code of Virginia, 10.1-500 through 10.1-573. The
current focus of most SWCDs in Virginia is the control and prevention of “nonpoint source” (NPS) water pollution, which is pollution that occurs when
stormwater runs over land areas and carries pollutants into downstream waterways.
Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District (TJSWCD) is one of 47 SWCDs in Virginia and includes the City of Charlottesville and
the Counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa, and Nelson. During fiscal year (FY) 2017 (July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017), TJSWCD coordinated a wide
variety of projects within the service area “to exercise leadership in promoting natural resource protection”. TJSWCD works with member localities,
landowners, and community partners to provide: Technical Assistance Workshops, Education Events, Community Outreach Technical Support to
localities for implementation of water protection programs Grant Administration Youth Scholarships Financial Assistance for conservation practices.

Partnerships and TJSWCD Contributions:
The District & Beyond Local, Regional and
State Partnerships
TJSWCD continues to maintain and create
partnerships that help to leverage scarce resources.
TJSWCD staff continues to serve as an integral
partner on technical advisory committees and boards
in the community and beyond our borders to ensure
that we have an influence in the issues that
affect us all. Examples include:
City of Charlottesville Water Resource Protection
Program Advisory Committee, Albemarle County
Water Resource Funding Advisory Committee, Middle
James Roundtable, Piedmont Native Plant Initiative,
James River Association, Rivanna Conservation
Alliance, Rivanna River Basin, Commission, Rivanna
Master Naturalist, Blue Ridge PRISM , Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share Program Technical Advisory
Committee, Soil & Water Conservation Districts
Funding Stakeholder Advisory Committee, Virginia
Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts
(VASWCD) Urban Committee, VASWCD Area II
Leadership, VASWCD Education Foundation and York
River Southern Coastal Basin Roundtable, Natural
Resources Conservation Service, VA Cooperative
Extension, Dept. of Conservation and Recreation,
Dept. of Forestry and Dept. of Environmental Quality.

TJSWCD Board of Directors
TJSWCD is served by a 12-member Board of Directors including two elected directors from each
locality (City of Charlottesville and the counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa and Nelson), one
Virginia Cooperative Extension appointment, and one at-large appointment. In addition, non-voting
associate directors provide input
to the Board. To accomplish the
TJSWCD mission, “to exercise
leadership in promoting natural
resource protection,” the work of
the District is conducted through
the following committees:
Agriculture, Budget & Finance,
Legislative, PL566 Watersheds
(Louisa Dams), Personnel,
Water Resources, Education &
Outreach and Secluded Farm.

Directors and Associate Directors (L to R): Front row: Carrie Swanson, Nicola
McGoff, Joe Thompson. Middle row: Tom Pratley, Mark Campbell, John Easter,
Steven Meeks. Back row: Lonnie Murray, Kim Tingley, Angus Murdock, David
Collins. Not pictured: Brian Wagner, Mistie Goodman and Deloris Bradshaw.

Monthly meetings of the
TJSWCD Board of Directors
are open to the public and are
held on the last Wednesday of
each month. All cooperating
agencies and other interested
parties are encouraged to
attend. Please call 975-0224 for
meeting time.

Our Member Localities
The TJSWCD is one of the largest Districts in the state both in number of member localities and in geographic area. The population of the TJSWCD is
over 227,000 and we cover a land area of about 1,984 square miles.* While the size of our District presents challenges with our ability to provide
adequate services to all localities, equally challenging, but exciting, is the diversity in the needs of each locality for natural resource and
conservation-related services. Below is a summary of the primary services and programs implemented within each locality.
With a population of 49,071 and a land area of 10 square miles,
the City of Charlottesville is the most developed of all our localities. Our primary
roles within Charlottesville include:







Charlottesville & Virginia Conservation Assistance Programs
Rivanna Stormwater Education Partnership
Illicit Discharge Detection Elimination program inspections Easement Program
Residential Septic Cost Share Program
Charlottesville City School, Meaningful Watershed Education Experience
Education and Outreach

With a population of 14,836 and land area of 471
square miles, Nelson County is the most rural of our
localities. Our primary service areas in Nelson are:


Albemarle County has a population of about 105,715 and a land area of 726 square miles. It is a mix
of large expanses of agricultural land and a developed area that falls under MS4 permitting. Our primary
roles within Albemarle include:










Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share Program
MS4 and TMDL Strategic Planning
Virginia Conservation Assistance Program
Rivanna Stormwater Education Partnership
Residential Septic Cost Share Program
Illicit Discharge Detection Elimination program inspections
Albemarle County’s Meaningful Watershed Education Experience
Easement Program
Education & Outreach








Fluvanna County has a
population of 26,133 and a land
area of 286 square miles. While
still primarily rural, Fluvanna
County is developing rapidly. Our
primary service areas in Fluvanna
are:

Louisa County has a population of 34,316 and land area of 496 square miles, and is a rapidly
developing county. Our primary service areas in Louisa are:









Review of Erosion & Sediment Control Plans and support for Va. Stormwater Management Program
Maintenance of eight flood control structures that were constructed under PL 566
Virginia Conservation Assistance Program
Review of plans submitted under the Lake Anna Shoreline Protection Program
Residential Septic Cost Share Program
Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share Program
Easement Program
Education & Outreach

Review of Erosion & Sediment Control Plans and
support for Va. Stormwater Management Program
Upper Rockfish and Tye River Watersheds
TMDL
Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share Program
Virginia Conservation Assistance Program
Residential Septic Cost Share Program
Easement Program
Education & Outreach







Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share Program

Virginia Conservation Assistance Program
Residential Septic Cost Share Program
Easement Program
Education & Outreach

*Population estimates from http://demographics.coopercenter.org

ESTABLISHING A STRONG ROOT SYSTEM
October 2016 , Alyson Sappington celebrated her 30th year of service with the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water
Conservation District. How did she find her way from urban New York to the agricultural land of Central
Virginia? Her ticket out of town began in the late 70’s attending Cook College in New Jersey, earning her
degree in Agriculture Economics, then serving in VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America) in New Mexico,
and then receiving her Masters from Virginia Tech in Natural Resource Management.
After graduating from VT, Alyson’s career unknowingly began at the Southern States Cooperative in Louisa
County. For three years, while providing customer service, she was learning first hand from the farmers
themselves about practices, products, healthy soil, seasonal plantings, fertilizer, yields and meeting the
people of the farming communities, listening closely to their issues of concern.
In her 30 year career, she has worked with over 70 directors and has attended nearly 360 Board of Directors
meetings. Working with landowners, land managers, and natural resource professionals in the District’s five
localities (Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa and Nelson Counties, and the City of Charlottesville), and also
networking with other soil and water conservation districts, TJSWCD developed a more diverse Board of Directors.
While we sound the horns and recognize Alyson’s 30 years of dedicated service - - February 2017, marks the start of her retirement. Her
immediate retirement plans...hiking and backpacking 500+ miles of trails, little by little, in the Shenandoah National Park (to date Alyson has
hiked 155 miles). Alyson also plans to remain in touch with the District providing direction and assistance with projects as needed.
“With respect to water pollution issues, it’s not the farmers’ fault, it’s not the developers’ fault. It’s not the government’s responsibility to fix it, it’s
not the NGO’s (non-government organization) responsibility to fix it. It’s a little bit of everything and everyone doing their part. TJSWCD is not
just an agriculture organization, or a native plant organization, or an urban stormwater organization … it’s the diversity that makes this district
really strong.” -AS

January 2017, The District welcomed Anne Coates as the District Manager.
Before moving to California and getting a degree in Geography from UC Santa Barbara, Anne attended
Virginia Tech and Randolph Macon Women’s College. Her coursework included such diverse topics as Urban
Planning, Animal Production, Conservation Ecology, Urban Sustainability, GIS, Environmental Planning,
Environmental Law, and Watershed Policy.
Anne worked for the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) under contract with Bionetic
Corporation (Norfolk VA) as an Environmental Inspector in the 1990’s. After moving to CA, Anne was a
Planner in the Planning and Development Department of Santa Barbara for 7 years, before becoming the
Director of Conservation and Development Programs for Hollister Ranch for 5 years. Since 2010, she served
as Executive Director of the Cachuma Resource Conservation District (California’s version of Soil & Water
Conservation Districts).

Anne’s diverse educational and work experiences have given her a strong background to lead the TJSWCD
to the next level of conservation work in our area.

Agriculture

Cattle being moved out of recently grazed pasture

The TJSWCD locally administers the Virginia
Agricultural Best Management Practice (BMP)
Cost Share and Tax Credit Program, which allows
the District to offer technical and financial
assistance to farmers who wish to implement
eligible BMPs. Cost share funds and/or tax credits
are available to exclude livestock from streams,
provide alternative water systems, plant cover
crops, write nutrient management plans, convert
cropland to grass, convert to a continuous no-till
system, and plant riparian hardwood buffers,
among others. In addition, there are practices
available that provide funds to maintain existing
conservation practices such as stream exclusion
fence and riparian buffers.

Recently planted riparian buffer protects stream from cattle access.

The District offered cost-share at 80% on the installation of stream fencing with a 35-ft wide buffer and an alternative watering system. In addition to these
new signups, the District continued to work on their backlog of stream exclusion practices that were signed up under the 100% cost share program that
ended June 30, 2015 and resulted in the signup of 188 farms within the District. This program gave many farmers the financial incentive needed to make the
change to their grazing system. In FY2017, the TJSWCD received enough funds to fund the entire list of backlog stream exclusion practices.
The TJSWCD works closely with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a branch of the United States Department of Agriculture, which also
provides technical and financial assistance for conservation practices. By partnering closely and utilizing both the Federal and State programs, we can serve
landowners better and the environmental benefits are maximized.
During the last fiscal year, the TJSWCD provided farmers with $1,467,429.99 in cost share funds to implement agricultural conservation practices within the
District. 124 conservation practices were installed. A total of 85,711 feet of stream were protected, 4.9 acres of riparian forest buffers were installed, 18.4
acres of cropland converted to trees, 46.4 acres of cropland converted to grass, 2,122.8 acres of cover crop were planted and 4 animal waste facilities were
installed to protect our local soil and water.
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Highlights for FY2017

Newly installed frost free automatic water
trough provides clean water to livestock.

Accepted 162 application for programs; EQIP CSP and RCPP.
Approved 67 application for contracts with a total obligation of
$1,206,071.94. Deferring 52 applications into FY2018 program.
119 active contracts with a total obligation of $3,411,964.47.
Made payment on 53 contracts totaling $1,236,270.50.
Wrote conservation plans on 5,819 acres.
Conservation applied on 8,924 acres.
CREP re-enrolls are actively being taken.

The installed stream exclusion fence creates a
natural buffer that filters agriculture runoff and
provides habitat for wildlife.

FISHER FAMILY’s BURNLEY FARM RECEIVE
THE 2016 YORK RIVER CLEAN WATER FARM AWARD AND

David Fisher and family receive the York River Basin Clean Water
Farm Grand Basin Award from Department of Conservation and
Recreation Director, Clyde Cristman and Virginia’s Secretary of
Natural Resources Molly Ward (far right). 12-5-16.

Hardened stream crossings are
installed in order to move cattle and
equipment with minimal stream disturbance.

Burnley Farm is located within the historic district of Green Springs in Louisa County, Virginia, and feeds the York River Basin. The farm has been
in the Fisher family since 1919 and operated as a dairy until recently. In 2014, the Fisher family made the decision to convert from a dairy operation
to a beef cattle operation. The conversion is no small task due to the vast differences in management of the operations. Burnley Farm is a diverse
operation that currently consists of 270 acres of pasture, 260 acres of cropland, and 27 acres of hay land. The 270 acres of pasture currently
supports 105 cow-calf pairs.
The Fishers have been very proactive with conservation throughout the conversion of their farm. They have
implemented numerous conservation practices working with the TJSWCD and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS). Through the installation of stream exclusion practices, the Fishers have protected 2.6 miles of
streambank which has created 28 acres of riparian buffer. The Fishers have worked with the NRCS to improve the
quality of their pasture by implementing a Prescribed Grazing Plan, a Nutrient Management Plan on their cropland
and practice no-till planting methods which has greatly reduced erosion and nutrient runoff.

The Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to recognize the Fisher family for their
exceptional efforts of land stewardship — protecting and maintaining the quality of local waterways and soil health.
David Fisher receiving the York River Clean Water Farm Award
from TJSWCD’s Tim Talley.

TJSWCD FY17 Cover Crop

A total of 2,123 acres
benefited across four counties.

Wheat Cover Crop

Cover Crop Mix: Rye, Oats, Dwarf Essex Rape,
Crimson Clover & Daikin Radish

Cover Cropping is a strategy implemented by farmers to protect bare soil from erosion and improve overall soil health. Cover Crops are
typically planted in the fall and remain standing throughout the winter until the farmer is ready to plant in the spring.
Cover Crops also improve water quality when utilized properly. The excess nutrients in the soil are taken up by the plants, preventing them from being
displaced into nearby waterways during the winter months. In addition, the crops planted in the spring will require less fertilizer application and will benefit
from a soil with more organic matter contributing to nutrient rich topsoil.

Continued Conservation in the Hardware River Watershed: Bundoran Farm
Bundoran Farm is nestled in the Hardware
River Watershed, in North Garden. The full
farm spans several hundred acres, made up
of a handful of residential lots, forested area,
pasture and hay land.

Since 2011, TJSWCD and Bundoran Farm staff have
continued conservation partnership efforts on the
farm. To date, projects are nearing the
complete exclusion of livestock from all streams.
In 2012, the first stream exclusion project was
completed. This project spanned about 160 acres,
excluding 8,100 feet of streambank and creating 5.7
acres of buffer.

In 2014, another stream exclusion project was
completed. Covering nearly 260 acres. This project
excluded 19,850 feet of streambank and created
26.3 acres of buffer.
The most recent project completed early in 2017was on, nearly, an additional 100 acres of pasture;
protecting 9,800 feet of streambank and creating
19.5 acres of buffer.

The property is split in half by Tom’s
Mountain, which falls between Plank Rd. and
Edge Valley Rd. The Edge Valley side
includes Middle Branch and its tributaries of
the North Fork of the Hardware. The Plank
Rd. side of the property has several strong
flowing tributaries that flow to South Branch.

Currently staff are working on the final phase
of the farm. This final phase would exclude
the livestock from the remaining streams on
the pasture area. As planned this would
exclude approximately 8,660 feet of
streambank and create an additional 14
acres of buffer.
Overall, Bundoran Farm has worked to
exclude nearly 9 miles of streambank and
created 65 acres of buffer. This is only one
of many great examples of the continued
landowner and District partnerships, putting
great conservation on the ground.

Mark Campbell and Deer Creek
Farm recognized for the 2016
Clean Water Farm Award and
the 2016 James River
Grand Basin Award.

The pond on the property has been fenced out. Livestock
have no access to surface water on the farm. Mr. McGhee
provides frost-free troughs as an alternative water source.

Mallory’s Ford Riparian Easement
Mark & Dana Campbell are awarded the James River Basin Clean
Water Farm Award Grand Basin Winner from Virginia’s Secretary
of Natural Resources Molly Ward and Department of
Conservation and Recreation Director, Clyde Cristman. (L to R:
Mark Campbell, Molly Ward, Dana Campbell and Clyde Cristman.)

In the shadow of the Blue Ridge Mountains on the banks of the Piney River, Mark Campbell and his family have lived and cared for the land since the mid
1700’s. Deer Creek Farm consists of two hundred and five acres of pasture, fifty-five acres of maturing Pine and is home to the Campbell family and sixty
cow-calf pairs. Mark Campbell and his father began working with the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District in the early 2000s to create
solutions for issues affecting their farm. Their first projects were in 2000 with the installation of several spring-fed watering troughs. These successful projects
spurred more work with the district, the NRCS and the forest service over the years. 2015 saw the completion of a final stream exclusion project resulting in all
surface water on the farm being protected.
Over the past 20 years, Mr. Campbell and his parents have protected 11,450 (2.17 miles) linear feet of streambank and established 23.5 acres of riparian buffer.
The adjacent Piney River which feeds the Tye River and further down the James River, is now fully protected on this farm. The installation of exclusion fencing
and division fencing and strategically placed water troughs has allowed Mr. Campbell to practice management intensive grazing. A prescribed grazing plan
established with the NRCS provided the base for a constantly improving system of forage management. This has enabled Mr. Campbell to improve the quality of
his forage and increase his stocking rate. The Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to recognize the ongoing work of Mark Campbell
in maintaining the health and productivity of his farm and in protecting the water quality and the natural resources of the James River.
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/soilandwater/cwfa.shtml

A ROYAL FLUSH
DISTRICT WIDE SEPTIC PROGRAM


OUR CONTRIBUTION: TJSWCD awarded $152,151.10 in septic
assistance cost share funds to residents in Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa
and Nelson Counties and the city of Charlottesville.



STAFF TIME: Oure staff has contributed hundreds of hours of
professional assistance to septic program participants during the course
of this program



WATER QUALITY IMPACT: This program funded the repair of 13 septic
systems, replaced 19 failed septic systems and provided assistance for
72 system pump-outs.



MUTUAL BENEFIT: Participants agree to maintain their septic
systems properly for up to 10 years, resulting in protected
waterways for all of us!



PARTNERSHIPS: By working with Albemarle Housing
Improvement Project , Fluvanna-Louisa Housing
Foundation, Southeast Rural Community Assistance
Project, Jaba & Habitat for Humanity we were able to
leverage services and increase our outreach.



EXPANDING REACH: This is the 5th septic system cost share
program for TJSWCD but the first to cover all four counties and
the City of Charlottesville.

Managing Stormwater Runoff
On the stormwater front, the TJSWCD continued to provide robust support to our partners in the Charlottesville City government, Albemarle County
government and the University of Virginia in their ongoing efforts to satisfy federal stormwater permit requirements.
The District helped both Albemarle and Charlottesville meet Illicit Discharge
Detection and Elimination (IDDE) requirements for their federal Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (MS4) permits. Mapped and inspected 50 stormwater pipe
outfalls into streams in the County’s urbanized areas. We also inspected 50 pipes in
the City’s MS4 area, finding no evidence of illicit discharge into the nation’s waters.
The District also provided leadership in the activities of the Rivanna Stormwater
Education Partnership. Outreach in the form of newspaper ads and posters on
Charlottesville buses helped to educate the public. We designed a new flyer about
stormwater topics that was mailed with utility bills by the City of Charlottesville. Our
short video on preventing water pollution was played before every movie shown at
the Stonefield Regal Cinema Theaters for two weeks in December, 2016. A UVA
senior assisted us in the design of a placemat to be printed and made available to
kid-friendly restaurants. The placemat provides puzzles, coloring projects, and
games designed to educate the public about watersheds, stormwater, and water
pollution. We also started designing a new web site to make local stream
monitoring information and data available to the public. The website will use an
exciting new format called Story Maps that integrates interactive maps, photos,
and text in an interesting and accessible way.

Easement Program
The Thomas Jefferson Water
Resources Protection Foundation
finalized one easement this year. The easement
protects forested land and open space in a
Habitat for Humanity-sponsored subdivision in
Fluvanna County.
A number of small streams run through the
easement, and stream named Burke Creek is
protected with a 200-foot forested buffer.

Virginia Conservation Assistance Program(VCAP) and
Charlottesville Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP) and
Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay (ACB)
VCAP is a cost-share program that was started by four districts in 2012 to provide both financial and technical assistance to property owners who have a
passion for conservation. In recent years, the program has matured from a smaller grant driven pilot program to a fully supported Virginia-wide program
that receives roughly half a million dollars for cost-share funds for projects which include:

 Conservation Landscaping  Impervious Surface Removal  Permeable Pavement Installation  Dry Wells  Rainwater Harvesting
 Vegetated Conveyance Systems  Constructed Wetlands  Bio Retention  Rain Gardens  Green Roofs.
During FY 2017, the TJSWCD provided $76,689.44 to district residences by installing 23 projects, including both structural and non-structural BMP’s.
Mirroring VCAP, the City of Charlottesville has adopted the Charlottesville Conservation Assistance Program into its Water Resources Protection Program
and relies on the TJSWCD’s Urban Conservationist to administer CCAP. The Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay has also provided funding to the TJSWCD
for the installation of conservation projects.
For more information on how to apply for cost-share funding, go to our web page at www.tjswcd.org,
or contact Mary Eiserman at our office in Charlottesville.

Gravel infiltration trench being installed.
Photo Credit: Louisa Community Development

Rainwater Harvesting System

Homeowners area of concern: Stormwater runoff causing erosion issues. Rain garden installation alleviates the amount of stormwater runoff and
vegetation (use of native plants strongly encouraged) with deep roots help stabilize the soil. Photos show the before (L) during (M) and after (R).

Water Resources-MS4 contract with Albemarle County
A municipal separate stormwater sewer system (MS4) is a
massive web of conveyance pipes and channels that is
regulated under a 5 year permit, authorizing urban areas inside of a
locality to discharge stormwater into local waters. In order to
responsibly hold one of these MS4 permits throughout its urban areas,
Albemarle County partners with organizations like the TJSWCD to help
implement Minimum Control Measures, which include:



public education and outreach



public involvement and participation



illicit discharge detection and elimination



construction site stormwater runoff control



post-construction stormwater management in new
development and redevelopment



pollution prevention / good housekeeping

Continuing the long partnership between the County and the
TJSWCD, Urban Conservation Specialists, have been contracted over
the last several years to monitor MS4 outfalls, create TMDL
implementation plans, and coordinate educational efforts through the
Rivanna Stormwater Protection Partnership (RSEP).
Without this support from conservation and environmental
organizations like the TJSWCD, the required annual reports that are
submitted by the County to DEQ (Department of Environmental
Quality), would fall short of many goals set in the 2013-2018
MS4 Permit Plan.
For more information on the reporting and implementation of the
2013-2018 MS4 Permit Plan, please go to www.albemarle.org, or visit
the Environmental Services Department located at the County building.

Education
In September, October, April and May—-1,527 4th grade students from Albemarle County Public Schools and the
City of Charlottesville Public Schools participated in the Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience (MWEE)
at Camp Albemarle. Each student and over 308 parent/teacher chaperones participated in a rotation of field
investigations that include our three core stations: 1) A nature study hike that highlighting a variety of habitats,
rock outcroppings that just the right platform to learn about the rock cycle and erosion, 2) a stream study and a
biological water quality assessment of the Moormans River with help from resident benthic
macroinvertebrates, 3) a 3 in 1, watershed station meeting under the great Beech tree for
activities that include watershed maps, soil box experiments and an enviroscape demonstration
that students (and adults) gain a better understanding of how our day-to-day activities impact the
environment. A customized 4th station is also offered to support current area of study happening in
the classroom. This MWEE program is facilitated by TJSWCD Education Assistants and Rivanna
Master Naturalist volunteers with their knowledge, interest and passion for nature and
conservation of our natural resources encourage and engage students’ participation in hands-on
environmental learning about our local watershed, the Rivanna River Watershed, and our place in
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. The Rivanna Master Naturalists provided 350 volunteer hours to
the Districts’ MWEE program. Thank you!

Give me an E-N-V-I-R-O-T-H-O-N !
The Virginia Dominion Envirothon, a natural
resources competition, provides an opportunity for
teams of high school age students to expand their
knowledge in five categories: aquatics, forestry, soil,
wildlife and a special topic that directly relates to a
current environmental issue: 2017
Agricultural Soil & Water Conservation Stewardship.
For the first time, students from Fluvanna County
competed with students from Louisa Co. HS,
Albemarle Co. HS and Western Albemarle Co HS
in the 2017 Virginia Dominion Envirothon.
Louisa & Albemarle County HS advanced to the
Area II competition and Albemarle Co. HS
qualified for the state competition and placed
5th overall.

Pictured above: 2017 Envirothon
Teams from Fluvanna Co.,
Louisa Co. HS, Albemarle Co. HS and
Western Albemarle Co. HS.
Pictured left: Albemarle
County HS Envirothon Team.

Over 800 students, in all localities, participated in, in-school soil & water conservation
programs. This provided additional support to the classroom teachers with hands on
activities to reinforce lesson plans in preparation for the Virginia SOL’s.

A grant award was received from the Chesapeake Bay Restoration
Fund to purchase a new Enviroscape model. These funds are
generated from the sale of the Chesapeake Bay license plates.

Community Outreach
POSTER CONTEST— This annual
Conservation Poster Contest provides k-12
grade students an opportunity to express
their thoughts about soil, water and
related natural resource issues through art.
The poster contest theme follows the
annual National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) Stewardship theme.
2016 theme: We All Need Trees.

Emily Morris’ poster selected for the state association
entry for 7-9 grade level

Each year students in the TJSWCD localities
have the opportunity to participate in the
NACD Poster Contest. Girl Scout Troops
also participate earning a conservation
poster contest patch.

REACHING OUT FOR LEADERSHIP—Youth Conservation Leadership Institute (YCLI) is a
recognition program, established by the Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation
Districts (VASWCD) for students to focus on volunteer
service and environmental stewardship. YCLI began
as an expansion of Youth Conservation Camp in an
effort to keep student campers engaged in
environmental topics introduced at camp. YCLI offers
high school students interested in environmental
conservation and stewardship an opportunity to build
leadership skills and connect with local mentors
involved with environmental issues.
Tori Sanborn, a 2016 YCC attendee participated in
YCLI and TJSWCD was fortunate to mentor Tori along
the way. She completed the program which required
at least 20 hours of community service which Tori, organized an
invasive pull in Albemarle County with her fellow Environmental
Science Academy classmates. She also submitted a final report to
VASWCD and made a presentation of her community service project
at the awards banquet in February. Pictured left Tori Sanborn with Steven

EVERY DROP COUNTS— TJSWCD reached out in the City of
Charlottesville and the Counties of Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa and
Nelson with rain barrel sales, workshops and tailgate-tutorials.
The sale of 23 rain barrels, in this fiscal year, makes for over 130 rain
barrels in use by homeowners harvesting rain and making a positive
difference in reducing storm water runoff. Every drop counts and the
Chesapeake Bay thanks you.
An extended thank you to the Central Virginia Master Gardeners of
Louisa County assisting in our outreach efforts, selling rain barrels
from their booth at the Louisa Farmers Market.
YCC— The Virginia Association of Soil &
Water Conservation Districts Youth
Conservation Camp, held at VA Tech,
provides a unique opportunity for Virginia
students to explore the many careers in
the field of natural resources
conservation. A few, of the many, exciting
activities included: aquatic ecology, farm
tours highlighting agricultural Best
Management Practices, canoeing and hiking. TJSWCD awards Logan
Johnson and Olivia Babineau full camp scholarships. “I learned many new
things, had fun and met lots of friendly people with the same interest as me. This was
a great opportunity that helped me with my future in agriculture.” -Logan

Meeks, VASWCD President and Beth Beran, VASWCD Education Coordinator.

TJSWCD awards $2500.00 in college scholarships to
Andrew Rapp (The Covenant School), James Burger (Monticello HS) and
Maggie Browning (Albemarle Co. High School).

TJSWCD continues its many efforts to reach out to the community by providing informative
presentations & interactive displays at Community Days, Earth Day Celebrations, Eco Fairs, County Fairs,
Old Farm Day and by invitation from Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists.

FY 2017 DIRECTORS
Deloris Bradshaw, City of Charlottesville (Director appointed, August 2016).
Mrs. Bradshaw served as the District's Office Manager from 1990 to 2014, and served
as an Associate Director from 2014 to August 2016. She is from Huntington, WV, and
earned an A.S. degree in Business Administration from Marshall University. She and her
husband, Pete, live in Charlottesville.
David Collins, Nelson County (Director since January 2004). Mr. Collins resides in
Nelson County with his wife. Originally from South Carolina, he has been in Virginia for
about 40 years, attended Virginia Commonwealth University and received a Bachelor of
Science Degree in Civil Engineering from Virginia Tech. He is licensed as a Land Surveyor
and Professional Engineer, and has worked in the area and lived along the Rockfish River
for over 25 years. Mr. Collins is a member of the Virginia Association of Land Surveyors
and the American Society of Civil Engineers

Mistie Goodman, Louisa County, (Director since January 2016). Mrs. Goodman, is a
lifelong resident of the Bumpass area in Louisa County. She and her husband own a 400
acre beef cattle and hay farm. Mrs. Goodman grew up on this same farm, and is the 5th
generation in her family to farm it. They also own an excavation business which her
husband operates. She currently serves as a board member for the Louisa County Farm
Service Agency, and in the past has served on the Board for the Louisa County
Agricultural Fair.

Steven G. Meeks, Albemarle County (Secretary, Director since January 1991). Mr.
Meeks was born and raised in Albemarle County and Charlottesville. For most of his adult
life, he has either worked or volunteered as a public servant, striving always to make his
community a better place to live and work. He has written extensively about local history
and has given a series of history lectures for many years to include OLLI (Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute). Most recently he has demonstrated his interest, competence, and
Mark Campbell, Nelson County (Director since May 2016) lives in the community of
knowledge of historic preservation through the work he has done and continues to do on
Lowesville in Nelson County with his wife and two sons. He is a 1993 graduate of Virginia
Tech with a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Science. Mark works for Virginia Farm historic buildings in the Scottsville Historic District. His current affiliations include
Bureau as a Sr. District Field Services Director in central Virginia. In this role, he serves as President of the Albemarle Charlottesville Historical Society, a member of the Albemarle
County Historic Preservation Committee, and oversees the operation of the Hatton Ferry,
a liaison between Virginia Farm Bureau and ten county Farm Bureaus, working with
volunteer leaders and staff. In addition, Mark works on his family farm in his free
the nation’s last hand-poled river ferry. He has also served on the boards of the
time. Deer Creek Farm is a registered Simmental and SimAngus farm, acting as a
Albemarle County Fair, the Virginia Assoc. of Fairs, the Scottsville Museum, Albemarle
seedstock producer by selling bulls and replacement heifers to other cattlemen.
County’s Road Naming Committee, the Scottsville Planning Commission, the Biscuit Run
Agriculture best management practices have been utilized on the farm for many years,
State Park Advisory Committee, Charlottesville Historic Resources Committee, Co-Chair
and stream exclusion fencing and water troughs have been installed throughout the
of Charlottesville’s Celebrate 250th Committee, First Vice President of the Education
farm. Managed intensive grazing is a key management practice in the operation. Mark
is a member of the American Simmental Association, Virginia Simmental Association as a Foundation of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(VASWCD), and the Scottsville Architectural Review Board. He currently serves as First
director, National Cattlemen's Beef Association, Virginia Cattlemen's Association,
Nelson County Farm Bureau, and Rose Union Baptist Church.
Vice President of the VASWCD Board of Directors.
John Easter, At-Large Appointment (Treasurer, Director since 2004). Mr. Easter lives in
Fluvanna County with his wife and twin sons. He was born in Richmond, Virginia and has
a Bachelor of Arts Degree from UVA and a Master of Science Degree in Aeronautical
Science. He runs an expanding beef cattle farm, and has served as the TJSWCD
representative to the Rivanna River Basin Commission. He is on the Board of Directors of
the Heritage Trail Foundation, and has been active in both the Rivanna Conservation
Society and the Fluvanna County Historical Society. Mr. Easter is retired from the U.S.
military (Air Force and Army) and continues to fly.

Lonnie Murray, Albemarle County (Director since January 2012). Mr. Murray has been
involved for many years in local environmental and community planning initiatives,
including the Charlottesville Citizens Committee on Environmental Sustainability,
Albemarle County Natural Heritage Committee, Biscuit Run State Park Master Plan
Advisory Committee, and was one of the founders of Charlottesville Earth Week. Mr.
Murray is also active on the Thomas Jefferson Water Resources Protection Foundation
Board and the Virginia Noxious Weeds Advisory Committee. He presently represents the
TJSWCD on the Rivanna River Basin Commission. He lives in Albemarle County with his
wife and children.

Angus Murdock, Fluvanna County (Director since January 2016) - Mr. Murdock lives in
Fluvanna County near Kents Store with his wife, Kristen Parker, and their two
children. They farm part time, raising beef cattle, sheep, dairy goats, and forest products
on family land and neighboring properties, where Angus has gained experience with the
installation, maintenance, and use of many of the stream protection and water supply
improvement techniques supported by TJSWCD and others (while also marveling at the
speed and efficiency of natural forest regeneration where stream buffers are simply
allowed to grow back on their own). Since 1993, Angus has served on the board of
directors of the Rivanna Conservation Society (RCS), and he remains active in the Rivanna
Conservation Alliance, which recently merged RCS with the StreamWatch local
volunteer-driven surface water monitoring program which combined and greatly
enhanced the monitoring efforts of several public and private groups in the Rivanna basin
beginning in 2002. Prior to returning to Virginia, Angus worked as a volunteer with
environmental restoration and community development NGO's (non-governmental
organization) in Southern Africa and Central America and stream restoration and urban
forestry projects in the US Pacific Northwest and western Canada. Angus holds a 1992
bachelors degree from the School for International Training, where he majored in
environmental studies. Since 1999, Angus has owned and operated Byrd Creek Building
and Landscape, LLC, specializing in historic restoration and energy efficient design-build
services for new and existing structures.
Tom Pratley, Fluvanna County (Chair; Director since 2012) – Mr. Pratley and his wife,
Phyllis Montellese, reside on a small farm in Palmyra. Mr. Pratley has an Associate’s
degree in Civil Engineering Technology and worked as a survey crew chief for a Pittsburgh
engineering firm. He also served on the board of a small Pittsburgh-area land trust. In
2008, he and his wife moved to Fluvanna County, where they are vendors at the Fluvanna
Farmer’s Market. He served on the Fluvanna County Rural Zoning Task Force in 2010. Mr.
Pratley is also active with the James River Chapter of the Ruffed Grouse Society as Habitat
Chair.

Joe Thompson, City of Charlottesville (Director since June 2016). After serving as an
Associate Director for the TJSWCD, Mr. Thompson was appointed as a full Board member
in June 2016. He brings 35 years of experience in the planning and implementation of
conservation and environmental restoration programs, working 30 years with the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in Oregon, California, Nevada and Virginia
retiring in 2007. He also recently was the Landowner Advisor for the Potomac
Conservancy and the Conservation Easement Specialist for the Northern Neck Land
Conservancy. Currently he is the sole proprietor of Smarts Creek Enterprises LLC,
providing consultation services for analysis, design and implementation of natural
resource conservation projects, organic agricultural production, and conservation
easements. Joe is also the field adviser for a 120 acre grain farm producing both organic
and conventional wheat, rye and soybeans.
Brian Wagner, Louisa County ( Vice Chair, Director since January 2012). Mr. Wagner is
the regional director of Ecotone, Inc, a private ecological restoration and environmental
consulting company based in Forest Hill, Maryland. Mr. Wagner co-manages the
company’s office in Charlottesville, Virginia. Mr. Wagner has 29 years of progressive
experience in the environmental restoration and environmental consulting industry. His
area of experience includes environmental assessment, environmental permitting,
regulatory negotiation and environmental restoration. His experience has included
employment with local and state government agencies as well as private consulting and
environmental restoration companies. He has served/serves on a number of boards and
scientific advisory panels including the board of the Thomas Jefferson Water Resources
Protection Foundation, South River Science Team, Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality Nutrient Trading Certification Regulatory Advisory Panel. Brian lives on a 40-acre
farm with his wife and children in western Louisa County.
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS

Clement “Kim” Tingley, City of Charlottesville, (Associate Director since August 2016, Director
from January 2016 to August 2016). A founding director of the Capitol Region Land
Conservancy in Richmond and a founding director of Virginia Forever, the only statewide
organization that advocates for increased government funding for water quality improvements
Carrie Swanson, Extension Agent Appointment (Director since April 2007). Ms. Swanson and land conservation across the Commonwealth. Additionally, Mr. Tingley worked with the
is a Senior Extension Agent with the Albemarle County office of Virginia Cooperative
Green Infrastructure Center to initiate Green Infrastructure planning in parts of Virginia. Mr.
Extension, specializing in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Animal Science. Prior to her Tingley received his Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Swarthmore College, a
current position, Ms. Swanson was an Equine/Livestock Extension Agent with Cornell
Master of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Pennsylvania, a Master of
Cooperative Extension in Ithaca, NY. She has also been an Adjunct Professor at Lord
Business Administration from William & Mary and is a registered professional engineer in VA.

Fairfax Community College and a Nursing Technician at Marion DuPont Scott Equine
Medical Center in Leesburg VA. Ms. Swanson has an MS degree in Animal Science –
Equine Nutrition, and a BS in Animal Science, from Virginia Tech.

Nicola McGoff, (Associate Director since August 2016). Mrs. McGoff is the owner and
primary project manager for Wild Ginger Field Services, an environmental consulting company
established in 2011. As a professional wetland scientist Nicola has a diverse background in
wetland and riparian science and ecology. She is also a certified urban nutrient management
planner, a licensed pesticide applicator, a native plant enthusiast, and a beekeeper. Prior to
starting Wild Ginger Field Services she worked with the Virginia Aquatic Resources Trust Fund
at The Nature Conservancy to restore streams and wetlands throughout Virginia. She received
a MSC from the University of Virginia, Environmental Sciences in 2004.

FY 2017 DISTRICT STAFF
Anne Coates, District Manager. Staff since January 2017, Anne holds a BS degree in Geography
from UC Santa Barbara. She attended Virginia Tech and Randolph Macon Women’s College. Her
coursework included such diverse topics as Urban Planning, Animal Production, Conservation
Ecology, Urban Sustainability, GIS, Environmental Planning, Environmental Law, and Watershed
Policy. Anne worked for the USEPA under contract for the Bionetic Corporation (Norfolk VA) as an
Environmental Inspector in the 1990’s. In California, Anne was a Planner in the Planning and
Development Department of Santa Barbara for 7 years, before becoming the Director of
Conservation and Development Programs for Hollister Ranch for 5 years. Since 2010, she has
served as Executive Director of the Cachuma Resource Conservation District.

Mary Johnson, Management Analyst. Staff since September 2015 –May 2017, Mary comes
back to the TJSWCD as a Management Analyst after serving as a District Director from 2000 to
2011. During that time she served on numerous ad-hoc steering committees related to
stormwater management regulations, on both state and local levels. The VASWCD recognized
her efforts by selecting her as the recipient of the 2001 Watershed Connections Award for the
York River Basin. Originally from the Tidewater area, Mary has traveled across the United
States, working as a stormwater design professional. She is a licensed land surveyor in the
Commonwealth of Virginia and resides in Louisa Co. where she continues to actively serve her
community as a member of the Louisa Co. Broadband Authority and the Louisa Co. Parks and
Rec. Advisory Comm.

Lauriston DaMitz, Education & Outreach. Staff since April 2012, Lauriston holds an AAS in Equine
Science. As a second career, she began getting her feet wet in the Moormans River facilitating the
water quality station for the MWEE program at Camp Albemarle. In addition to coordinating the 4th
grade MWEE program with Albemarle Co. and C’ville City Schools, her position also includes
Envirothon, rain barrel workshops, community outreach and in-school soil and water conservation
programs. Lauriston received her Watershed Educator Institute certification and is also a
Virginia Master Naturalist in the Rivanna Chapter.

Luke Longanecker, Conservation Program Manager. Staff since October 2013, Luke holds a
BS in Fisheries Science (minor in Watershed Management) from Virginia Tech (2012). A
native of Nelson County, Luke came to the District from our neighboring Shenandoah Valley
District. His primary responsibilities are administering the District’s Agricultural Cost Share
Program and TMDL program.

Mary Eiserman, Conservation Technician. Staff since August 2016, Mary’s passion for discovery
and the natural world led her to major in Biology at Christopher Newport Univ. Following
graduation, Mary worked as an independent contractor for several wind energy companies before
switching to a more agricultural path. Her experience working on several farms led Mary to work
with the Rodale Organic Agricultural Institute in PA leading no-till weed-management studies.
Mary and her husband are Nelson county residents.
Lisa Hyatt, Agriculture Administrative Assistant. Staff since July 2016, after working in the
professional horse industry for most of her adult life. In 2015, Lisa graduated from the Univ.
of Massachusetts-Amherst with a BA degree in Sustainable Business. While at UMass– Amherst
she became increasingly interested in the vital role that agricultural producers play in
communities and how the local food economy impacts rural areas. After graduation she worked
for the Thomas Jefferson Center for Historic Plants at Monticello where she became interested in
the use of native plants in the landscape.
Martin Johnson, Urban Conservation Specialist. Staff since October 2004, Martin holds a BS in
Biology from Bates College and a M.Ed. from UVA. As a Peace Corps volunteer he taught middle
school science and math for two years in Liberia, West Africa and Intercultural Communication for
21 years at a non-profit educational institute in Tokyo, Japan. Martin’s responsibilities with the
TJSWCD include inspections and mapping for Charlottesville’s and Albemarle County’s Illicit
Discharge programs, coordinating the Rivanna Stormwater Education Partnership, preparing
baseline reports and inspecting easements held by the District, and reviewing E&S and
stormwater management plans. Martin and his wife, Hiromi, have lived in Albemarle County
since 1998.

During FY17, TJSWCD’s annual operating budget was about $755,000 and over
$1.5 M in cost share funds were allocated throughout the District.

Lexi Monteleone, Conservation Technician. Staff since June 2017. Originally from Davis Creek,
West Virginia, Lexi received her BS degree from WVU, in environmental protection and minored
in environmental microbiology and sustainable design. She also earned a Master’s degree in
agronomy while simultaneously working on a reforestation reclamation research project on
mountaintop removal coal mines throughout West Virginia. Her role with the TJSWCD will
include involvement on projects of all disciplines including both agricultural and urban.
Michael Ramsey, Conservation Specialist. Staff Since September 2015-June 2017, an Amherst
County native, Michael joined the District as the new Urban Conservation Specialist. He served
4 years in the United States Navy, and eventually gained his BA in environmental studies from
Randolph College. Michael recently received both his Erosion & Sediment Control and
Stormwater Management certifications, and he reviews Erosion & Sediment plans in Louisa and
Nelson Counties.
Alyson Sappington, District Manager. Staff since 1986, Alyson holds a BS in Agricultural
Economics, Rutgers University (Cook College) and an MS in Natural Resource Economics,
Virginia Tech. Alyson directs the day-to-day operations of the District and its staff, and
provides technical support for all District programs. She and her husband Larry have two
grown children. Retired February 2017
Tim Talley, Conservation Technician. Staff Since June 2016, Tim was raised on his grandfather’s
farm in Spotsylvania County. Following his graduation from Spotsylvania High School, Tim earned a
Bachelor’s Degree from Virginia Tech, majoring in in Crop and Soil Environmental Science.
He resides with his wife in Louisa County.
Brian Walton, Conservation Specialist. Staff since May 2012, Brian began as an intern
drafting Dam Inundation Emergency Action Plans for Louisa County. Brian holds a BS in Geography
from Radford University. Now working as a Conservation Specialist, his responsibilities include
working with agricultural programs primarily in Fluvanna and helping staff with various projects
District wide.

