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Welcome to the District, Anne Coates 

It is a pleasure to introduce Anne Coates as the 
TJSWCD District Manager. She has over                 
twenty-five years of land use, management, and                       
environmental planning experience on private land, 
as well as with local, state, and federal agen-
cies. While she has spent her last 19+ years                 
working in California, she is a Virginia native. She 
has spent the last six years as the Executive                  
Director of the Resource Conservation District 
(RCD) located in Santa Barbara, CA serving over 
1.9 million acres. RCDs in CA are similar to 
SWCDs in VA and work on many similar soil and 
water conservation programs.  
 

Prior to Anne’s recent work with the RCD, she was formerly the Conservation 
Director for five years on a 14,000 acre working cattle ranch located along a           
9-mile stretch of the Gaviota Coast in CA and a Land Use Planner for over            
seven years with the County of Santa Barbara. Before moving to CA, she was 
also a Wrangler in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and a contract US EPA Clean Air 
Act Inspector and Auditor for Region 1 (Virginia to Maine). Anne received her 
Emergency Medical Technician training in Crozet, VA and volunteered as an 
EMT at Wintergreen and in Petersburg, Alaska.  
 
She graduated with a BA and Honors from UC Santa Barbara (UCSB) in                 
Geography and is a recent graduate and member of Class 42 from the                  
California Agricultural Leadership Program. Anne also attended Virginia Tech 
and Randolph Macon Women’s College. Anne’s coursework has included such 
diverse topics as Urban Planning, Animal Production, Conservation             
Ecology, Urban Sustainability, GIS, Environmental Planning, Environmental 
Law, and Watershed Policy. Since graduating she has continued to stay                   
involved as a guest speaker at UCSB as well as at CalPoly in San Luis Obispo.  
   
Anne’s diverse educational and work experiences have given her a strong 
background to lead the TJSWCD to the next level of conservation work in our 
area.  She will be reaching out to many of you, but feel free to email 
(anne.coates@tjswcd.org), phone (434-975-0224, Ext. 100) or stop by the              
office for a visit and introduce yourselves and help her get to know our                           
conservation community! 
  
Welcome back to Virginia, Anne. 

mailto:anne.coates@tjswcd.org


 

 

 

EXCEPTIONAL WORK 
CLEAN WATER FARM AWARDS and GRAND BASIN WINNERS 

The Clean Water Farm Award and the Grand Basin Winners are presented in December at the Virginia Association of Soil 
& Water District’s Annual Meeting (VASWCD) in Roanoke, to farmers or farm owners who are doing “exceptional work” to 
protect soil and water resources.  The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) sponsors the awards in              
partnership with Virginia’s 47 soil and water conservation districts.  One winner is selected for the Grand Basin Award from 
each of the commonwealth’s 10 major river basins: Big Sandy-Upper Tennessee River Basin, Chowan River Basin, 
Coastal Basin, James River Basin, New River Basin, Potomac River Basin, Rappahannock River Basin, Roanoke River 
Basin, Shenandoah River Basin and the York River Basin.  “These farms represent the best in conservation farming in Vir-
ginia,” DCR Director Clyde Cristman said. “By voluntarily implementing practices, such as stream fencing, cover crops, ri-
parian buffers, nutrient management plans and more, these producers are improving conditions on their properties and 
improving conditions for people who live downstream.” 

THE CAMPBELLS and DEER CREEK FARM WINNER OF THE 2016 JAMES RIVER                                               
CLEAN WATER FARM AWARD AND THE JAMES RIVER GRAND BASIN AWARD 

The Blue Ridge Mountains have a commanding presence in Nelson County. They    
support vigorous forests, cradle verdant fields of grasses, and source the cool streams 
that reach the farms and rivers below. In the shadow of these mountains,                                   
Mark Campbell and his family have lived and cared for the land in this area since the 
mid 1700’s, the Campbell family has stayed true to their legacy of cattle production for 
several generations.  
 

In the southwestern corner of Nelson County, Deer Creek Farm consists of 205 acres of pasture & hayland and 55 acres of 
maturing pine. Mr. Campbell grazes 60 cow/calf pairs and takes the role of care-taker for his land and cattle very seriously 
stating that his farming practice is a “journey of constant improvement”. 
 
As Mark grew up on the family farm and began to take on more responsibilities, certain management challenges were made 
apparent.  Creeks where cattle accessed water were drying up during droughts in the late 1990’s and certain spring areas on 
the farm were claiming pasture as wetlands, Mark and his father began working with the TJSWCD to solve these issues. 
Their first projects were in 2000 with the installation of several spring-fed watering troughs that have not yet run dry or frozen. 
The spring troughs replaced the drought prone creeks as a clean and reliable water source for livestock. These successful 
projects spurred more work with TJSWCD, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) and the forest service. In 2015, 
the completion of a final stream exclusion project resulted in all water on the farm being protected- - - 4.3 miles of stream 
bank fenced and protecting the adjacent Piney River which feeds the Tye River and further down 
the James River.  

 
Additionally, the combination of exclusion and division fencing created 23.5 acres of riparian buffer                                                                               
on Deer Creek Farm.  A grazing system with 17 paddocks and 13 strategically placed water 
troughs has not only increased the health of his herd, but has also allowed Mark to practice more 
management intensive grazing with a typical grazing rotation lasting from one to seven days,                  
further enhancing soil health and water quality for the land that supports a herd of Simmental and 
SimAngus cattle and a flock of Dorset and Hampshire sheep.  

TJSWCD is pleased to congratulate and recognize the Campbell family and their ongoing work                                                                                                           
of maintaining the health and productivity of Deer Creek Farm and in protecting the water quality 
and the natural resources of the James River.  

 Pictured:  Mark & Dana Campbell are awarded the James River Basin Clean Water Farm Award Grand 
Basin Winner from Virginia’s Secretary of Natural  Resources Molly Ward and Department of                               
Conservation and Recreation Director, Clyde Cristman (left to right: Mark Campbell, Molly Ward, Dana 
Campbell and Clyde Cristman.)  

 TJSWCD’s Mary Eiserman (right) presents Dana Campbell with the local Clean Water Farm Award. 

The Campbell Family 



 

 

Burnley Farm is located within the historic district 
of Green Springs in Louisa County, Virginia, and 
feeds the York River Basin. The farm has been in 
the Fisher family since 1919 and operated as a 
dairy until recently. In 2014, the Fisher family made 
the decision to convert from a dairy                    
operation to a beef cattle operation. The                    
conversion is no small task due to the vast                   
differences in management of the operations. 
While converting this family farm is a challenge, 
the Fishers are committed to the process and                      
dedicated to including conservation practices                      
wherever possible.  
 
Burnley Farm is a diverse operation that currently 
consists of 270 acres of pasture, 260 acres of 
cropland, and 27 acres of hay land. The 270 acres 
of pasture currently supports 105 cow-calf pairs.  
 
The Fishers have been very proactive with                 
conservation throughout the conversion of their 
farm from dairy to beef cattle production. They 
have implemented numerous conservation            

practices working with the TJSWCD and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). Through the installation of 
stream exclusion practices, the Fishers have protected 2.6 miles of streambank which has created 28 acres of riparian               
buffer.  
 
The Fishers have worked with the NRCS to improve 
the quality of their pasture by over seeding clover and 
implementing a Prescribed Grazing Plan. The Fishers 
have a Nutrient Management Plan on their cropland 
and practice no-till planting methods which has greatly 
reduced erosion and nutrient runoff. With such a large 
amount of land in production, the Fishers have been 
able to make a big improvement in the quality of the 
surrounding waterways.  
 
Through the implementation of these conservation 
practices, the Fishers have seen positive results 
throughout their farming operation. The alternative               
water system,  installed in conjunction with the stream 
exclusion fence, provides fresh drinking water to their 

herd. This has                  
improved herd health 
and has limited the 
cattle’s exposure to many waterborne           
diseases often found in polluted water. By 
implementing rotational grazing and                        
incorporating clover, pasture health has                
improved, providing their herd with quality 
forage and limiting the amount of hay being fed during the winter.  
 
Over the years, the Fishers have kept conservation a priority despite being faced with the 
many challenges of converting from a dairy to beef operation. They have adopted and                     
implemented numerous conservation practices and continue to improve their land                    
productivity and the overall health of their local waterways.  
 
The Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation District is proud to recognize and the 
Fisher family for their exceptional efforts of land stewardship — protecting and maintaining 
the quality of local waterways and soil health.  Congratulations.   

FISHER FAMILY’s BURNLEY FARM RECEIVE                                                                                                       
THE 2016 YORK RIVER CLEAN WATER FARM AWARD AND                                                                            

THE YORK RIVER GRAND BASIN WINNER 

Hardened stream crossings are installed                                             
in order to move cattle and equipment                                              
with minimal stream disturbance. 

 Pictured very top:  David Fisher and family receive the York River Basin Clean Water Farm Grand Basin Award 
from Department of Conservation and Recreation Director, Clyde Cristman and Virginia’s Secretary of Natural 
Resources Molly Ward (far right). 12-5-16.  

 Pictured above: David Fisher receiving the York River Clean Water Farm Award from TJSWCD’s Tim Talley.  



 

 

Educator of the Year 

On behalf of the Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water  Conservation District                                                                                                             
it is our pleasure to honor   

Kim Jancaitis-Martinak 

for your tireless dedication and outstanding efforts to encourage and support students in their                                  
education by instilling the  mission of the District –  to exercise leadership in promoting                                                                   

natural resource protection.  

                       

 

YOU MAKE THE DIFFERENCE                                                                                                      
December 14,2016                                

Kim Jancaitis-Martinak, a science teacher at Louisa County High School and             
Envirothon coach was named Thomas Jefferson Soil & Water Conservation                    
District’s 2016 Educator of the Year.  
 
Mrs. Martinak has taught in the Louisa County Public Schools for 12 years and 
holds triple endorsements to teach science - earth science, biology, and chemistry. 
Kim has found avenues for students to connect to science & conservation and     
Envirothon is one of them.   
 
The Virginia Dominion Envirothon is a natural resources competition for high school age 
students. Students participating have opportunities for hands-on learning from natural                
resource professionals.  Expanding their knowledge of soils, forestry, wildlife and aquatics.  
As well as developing stewardship and management concepts while formulating strategies 
to solve real and hypothetical environmental issues.  At each level of competition (local, 
regional, state and nationals), students are tested “in the field” on their knowledge of natural 
resources and construct an oral presentation of a current environmental issue.    

The District recognizes the 2016 Educator of the Year.  

Kim has been the Envirothon coach since 2007 and it’s that last three years that make her story something remarkable…in             
August of 2011, a 5.8 magnitude earthquake shook Virginia and much of the east coast.  The damage was most intense in 
Louisa County, the epicenter of the quake.  Many buildings including the high school were severely damaged so much so that 
the high school was not able to be saved and was demolished.  For over three years, the Louisa County High School (LCHS)
was a campus of modular trailers for classrooms until the completion of the new high school. During this time, Kim kept the       
Envirothon team going.  She motivated and encouraged her students to continue in their pursuit of environmental science. While 
maintaining her own unique, high level of enthusiasm – Kim kept the competitive spirit strong and that was contagious.  In those 
three years her team advanced from the local to area to state each year achieving higher scores and placement--2015, LCHS 
placed 8th in the state and in 2016, placed 6

th
in the state. 

 
“She possesses a true passion and dedication for service to her students and demonstrates it on a daily basis through her     
efforts to educate students, faculty, and community members about the environment and conservation.”, said David Blanchard, 
Assistant Principal.  “Frequent evenings are spent working after school with students that are a part of the Envirothon team.  She 
works very diligently with them to prepare them for competitions, but more importantly to share with them the importance of        
becoming educated about ways that humans interact in both a positive and negative way with the planet.  The group strives to 
keep others educated about ways that we can make a difference in preserving our environment for years to come.  Once again, 
it is a group that demonstrates true passion, and this is largely a result of the leadership of Mrs. Martinak.”  
 
Kim, one of Virginia’s outstanding classroom educators whose creativity, content knowledge and passion for teaching is proven 
time and time again at each Envirothon.  She notes that, “Many students who participate with Envirothon decide to pursue inter-
ests in natural resources. Of the six Envirothon seniors who graduated from Louisa County High School, five are pursuing de-
grees in science or natural resources that did not plan on this career path before participating in Envirothon. “ 
 
The 2011 earthquake was a force of nature that destroyed a high school property but not the desire and determination of an      
Envirothon team, coached by Kim Jancaitis-Martinak. 

TJSWCD’s Lauriston DaMitz (left)                       
presents Kim Martinak with an                  
engraved certificate. 



 

 

BLUE RIDGE PRISM ANNOUNCES 
AVAILABLE FUNDING FOR INVASIVE SPECIES REMOVAL  

The Blue Ridge PRISM (Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management), in conjunction with the USDA  Natural                               
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), announces the availability of Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)                         
funding to assist landowners with the removal of invasive plants.  The dollar amount available to an eligible landowner                                 
depends on many factors but could be as high as $22,000 spread over a three-year period. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? 

Owners of nonindustrial private forestland and agricultural producers are eligible to apply for this program.  The land in                               
question must be in the 10-county area served by the Blue Ridge PRISM (Albemarle, Augusta, Clarke, Greene, Madison,                                
Nelson, Page, Rappahannock, Rockingham, and Warren counties) and be managed by the applicant.  Your local NRCS                                      
District Conservationist (see below) can walk you through other eligibility criteria that rarely apply and answer any                                     
questions you may have.  
 

OTHER PROGRAM DETAILS 

Each landowner accepted into the RCPP program will sign a 3-year Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)                                              
contract with the NRCS. A $643,915 pool of funds has been reserved in the RCPP program solely for work on invasive                                     
plants within this 10-county area.   
 
Each application must include treating at least one of the following 10 high priority invasive species: ailanthus (tree-of-heaven),          
autumn olive, Chinese privet, garlic mustard, Japanese honeysuckle, Japanese stiltgrass, kudzu, mile-a-minute vine, multiflora rose, or 
oriental bittersweet.  Other species on the Invasive Plant Species list published by the VA Department of Conservation and                           
Recreation’s Natural Heritage Division may also be included in the application.   
 

HOW AND WHEN TO APPLY 

Applications are now being accepted. A few important steps that you can take now in order to submit an application:   
 

 First you must establish farm records with USDA’s Farm Service Agency and verify compliance with the provisions of the               
Agricultural Act of 2014 or “Farm Bill”.   

 Then you will work with your local NRCS District Conservationist and possibly your local Virginia Department of Forestry  Area 
Forester to develop a conservation plan that outlines the specific species that will be treated and where the treatment areas are 
on your property.     

 

If you want to have your contract signed during the winter in order to be ready to treat invasive plants when they first emerge in the 
Spring, then taking these steps now is important.  Your NRCS District Conservationist will walk you through all the required steps.  
 
 

WHERE CAN YOU GET MORE INFORMATION? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nelson,                   
Albemarle 

Kory Kirkland Louisa Service 
Center 

kory.kirkland@va.usda.gov 540-967-0091 

x3204 

Augusta Charlie Ivins Verona 

Service Center 
charles.ivins@va.usda.gov 540-248-6218 

x122 

Greene,                          
Madison,                  

Rappahannock 

Rex Rexrode Culpeper 
Service Center 

rex.rexrode@va.usda.gov 540-825-4200 

x101 

Rockingham, 
Page 

Cory Guilliams Harrisonburg 
Service Center 

cory.guilliams@va.usda.gov 540-433-2901 

x118 

Warren, Clarke 
  

Jeff Barr Strasburg 

Service Center 
jeffrey.barr@va.usda.gov 540-465-2424 

x108 

Continued on next page  

http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/invsppdflist
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THE BLUE RIDGE PRISM 
The Blue Ridge PRISM is a collaboration of private 
landowners, conservation organizations, federal 
agencies, state agencies, local government entities, 
and companies involved with treating invasive 
plants.  Our mission is to reduce the impact of                   
non-native invasive plants in our 2.8 million acre,                 
10-county region. The Blue Ridge PRISM is a project 
of the Shenandoah National Park Trust, which is a 
501c3 nonprofit and the fiscal sponsor of the Blue 
Ridge PRISM.  Membership is free and participation is 
open to the public. For more information, please visit 
www.blueridgeprism.org.  To be added to Blue Ridge 

PRISM mailing list or to request additional information,                                              
please email info@blueridgeprism.org.                              
CONTRACTOR OPPORTUNITY 
As part of this program the PRISM and the NRCS will make available to land-
owners a partial list of potential contractors who provide services related to 
invasive plant removal and restoration of native species. If you are qualified 
to do this work, have relevant experience and references, are properly certi-
fied, and would like to be added to the list, please forward your information 
to info@blueridgeprism.org.  

More ways to conserve natural resources… 
If you would like to receive The Resource Review newsletter electronically,                                                                              

send an e-mail request to lauriston.damitz@tjswcd.org 


