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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Charlottesville Office: 706 Forest Street Charlottesville, VA 22903

P: 434-975-0224

Louisa Office: 39 Industrial Drive Louisa, VA 23093 P: 540-967-2557

ABOUT US

We are your local partner
in conservation!

As one of the largest conservation
districts in Virginia, TJSWCD's mission
is to be a partner in conservation for
landowners and residents of Albemarle,
Fluvanna, Nelson, Louisa Counties and
the city of Charlottesville.

In Virginia, Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (SWCD) are
authorized through the Code of VA
10.1, Chapter 5. Districts in Virginia
are self-governed subdivisions of the
State, and are comprised of one or
more localities.

The TJSWCD works in partnership with
our five member localities to support
local conservation programs, and to
bring state and federal conservation
programs and resources to each
community.

Each SWCD is governed by locally
elected Board of Directors, ensuring
that they remain a local influence
with local people, local decisionmaking, and local programs. There
are over 3000 SWCDs in the U.S.
covering about 98% of the country’s
land area.

Support for the TJSWCD comes
through the Commonwealth of
Virginia (through the Virginia
Department of Conservation &
Recreation – Division of Soil &
Water Conservation), state & federal
grants, contributions from each of
our five member localities, fees for
special services, private grants, and
donations.

Districts accomplish their missions
through partnerships and leveraging
of local, state and federal resources.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Tom Pratley, Fluvanna County

Mark Campbell, Nelson County

Brian Wagner, Louisa County

David Collins, Nelson County

Steven Meeks, Albemarle County

Angus Murdoch, Fluvanna County

John Easter, At-Large

Joe Thompson, City of Charlottesville

Lonnie Murray, Albemarle County

Carrie Swanson, Extension Appointment

Nicola McGoff, Assoc. Director, Albemarle County

Kim Tingley, City of Charlottesville

Logan Tweardy, Assoc. Director, Fluvanna County

Steve Lucas, Louisa County

Board members contributed 1,039 hours of volunteer hours during 2019

Left to Right, Front Row: Carrie Swanson, Joe Thompson, Steven Meeks, Angus Murdoch, Nicola McGoff,
Mark Campbell, Tom Pratley, John Easter, Lonnie Murray, Kim Tingley, Steve Lucas, David Collins
Not pictured: Brian Wagner and Logan Tweardy
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

STAFF
Anne Coates, District Manager

Chris Gyurisin, Conservation Technician

anne.coates@tjswcd Ext.100

chris.gyurisin@tjswcd.org Ext. 103

Luke Longanecker, Conservation Program Manager

Mary Eiserman, Agriculture Conservation Technician

luke.longanecker@tjswcd.org Ext.106

mary.eiserman@tjswcd.org Ext. 102

Amy Moyer, Management Analyst

Tim Talley, Agriculture Conservation Technician

amy.moyer@tjswcd.org Ext. 101

tim.talley@tjswcd.org 540-967-5940

Lauriston DaMitz, Education Coordinator

Lisa Hyatt, Agriculture Conservation Technician

lauriston.damitz@tjswcd.org Ext.107

lisa.hyatt@tjswcd.org, Ext.110
Marie Abowd, Agriculture Administrative Assistant
marie.abowd@tjswcd.org, Ext. 104

Left to Right, Front Row: Marie Abowd, Mary Eiserman, Lisa Hyatt, Amy Moyer, Anne Coates, Lauriston DaMitz
Back Row: Tim Talley, Chris Gyurisin, Luke Longanecker
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Proud to be your local partner in
conservation!

FY 2019
SNAPSHOT

213,074

total feet of
stream bank protected
through agriculture best
management practices.

$962,133 in cost

share funds awarded to
citizens to implement
conservation practices.

138

acres of forested
riparian buffer created
within the district.

62,167

sq. ft. in run-off
reduction achieved through
urban conservation
practices.

55

septic best
management
projects completed
across the district.

1,490 4th graders

participated in watershed
education activities
hosted by TJSWCD.

$987,763.10
in landowner and
partner match
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

VIRGINIA AGRICULTURAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

213,074
Total feet of
stream bank
protected

Acres of
252 cropland
conversion
across district

37

Cost
share
provided
to landowners

Acres
of
trees
planted

$801,767.53

138
Acres of
riparian buffer
installed

1,910
Acres of
cover crop
planted

The TJSWCD locally administers the Virginia Agricultural Best Management Practice (BMP)
Cost Share and Tax Credit Program, which allows the District to offer technical and financial
assistance to farmers who wish to implement eligible BMPs. Cost share funds and/or tax
credits are available to exclude livestock from streams, provide alternative water systems,
plant cover crops, write nutrient management plans, convert cropland to grass, convert to a
continuous no-till system, and plant riparian hardwood buffers, among others.

Acknowledgement
The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Thomas Jefferson Soil and Water Conservation
District through financial and administrative assistance provided by the Virginia Soil and
Water Conservation Board and the Department of Conservation and Recreation.
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EQUINE
CONSERVATION
PROGRAM
Last year the district was awarded a two-year grant totaling
$258,750 from a generous anonymous donor to support the
implementation of conservation BMP's on horse farms. The
program will allow the district to provide technical assistance and
financial incentives to small acreage horse farms for the installation
of BMP's. The goal of the program is to install 20-50 conservation
practices such as manure composting facilities, stream exclusion,
alternative waterers, hardened use areas and native plantings
among others.
This spring, the district approved 17 applications for a total of 34
best management practices across all four counties. All projects for
this program were vetted through an extensive ranking system to
ensure cost share funds were allocated to the conservation
practices that will be most cost-effective, provide future educational
opportunities, and will be managed and maintained adequately.
Each approved practice will impact water quality by reducing
erosion, excluding horses from water ways, diverting runoff from
rooftops, creating vegetative buffers and creating proper storage
facilities for manure. Properties where these practices are installed
will have a lasting impact on nearby surface waters by the reduction
of pollutants and sediment entering waterways within the Bay
watershed.
Projects that were approved for funding will begin construction in
August 2019 and are expected to be fully completed by April 2020.
TJSWCD staff will work closely with program participants and their
contractors during all phases of construction to ensure that
standards and specifications are met for each practice. Once
completed, exemplary practices that offer an educational
opportunity will be highlighted on our planned bus tour and video to
serve as a tool to extend the educational benefits of this project well
into the future.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

FLOOD MITIGATION STRUCTURES

The District owns eight flood control structures in Louisa County, two in the Little River
Watershed and six in the South Anna River Watershed. When the TJSWCD took ownership of
these structures in the 1970’s, the District assumed the inspection and maintenance
responsibilities for each of them. Two additional ”PL566” structures are owned and maintained
by Louisa County.

Map of TJSWCD Dams in Louisa County

$62,000 in repair funding was awarded this
year to replace the mid-level gate on the
South Anna #23 dam.

$10,000 in repair funding was awarded this
year for a trash rack replacement on the
Little River #4 dam.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

SEPTIC COST SHARE
PROGRAM
TJSWCD administers 3 residential septic cost share programs
to address bacterial impairments in area rivers and streams
throughout the district. Eligible residents receive cost-share
funding in order to pump out, repair or replace a failing
system.

55
residential best management
practices were completed within
the district in FY19

$102,923.60
in cost-share funding provided
to district residents in FY19.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

VCAP

The Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) is a cost-share program for residential
or other developed land uses, providing financial, technical, and educational assistance to
property owners who install eligible Best Management Practices (BMP’s) in Virginia’s
Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

$22,361.76
In Landowner
Match
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Projects
Completed

$39,448.99
In Cost-Share
Awarded
to Residents

62,167 SQ FT.

Run-Off
Run-Off
Reduction
Reduction
Achieved
Achieved

43
Site Visits
Conducted

2019
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

RESIDENTIAL COST SHARE PROGRAMCITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE

The Charlottesville Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP) is similar to the VCAP program
in its purpose, but has additional support from the City of Charlottesville to further encourage
practice implementation within the City.

9,267 SQ FT.

$17,994.84

Run-Off Reduction
Achieved

In City Specific Funds
Awarded to Residents

2019

3

48

Site Visits
Conducted

Projects
Completed

$31,058.59
In Program
Match
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

EDUCATION PROGRAM

TJSWCD provides a variety of natural resource-related educational services to local officials,
schools, community organizations and the general public in the form of workshops, field days,
presentations, school events, and technical information.
School presentations include grade-specific Standards of Learning (SOLs) as well as “Meaningful
Watershed Educational Experiences” (MWEE) to assist local schools in meeting the goals of the
“Chesapeake Watershed Education Agreement: Fostering Chesapeake Stewardship”. Additionally,
the District coordinates the Envirothon Program on the local level and provides annual
scholarships to individuals wanting to pursue a degree in a natural resource-related field.

1,490

480

total 4th graders from Albemarle
& Charlottesville schools
participated in watershed
education at Camp Albemarle

total K-12 students across the
District participated in Soil &
Water Conservation Education
programs in 2019

400

200

total district residents
participated in adult education
presentations in the past year.

hours of volunteer hours given
by Rivanna Master Naturalists
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

ENVIROTHON PROGRAM

The Virginia Dominion Envirothon, a natural resources competition, provides an opportunity for teams of
high school age students to expand their knowledge, apply and be tested in the four core skill stations:
aquatics, forestry, soils and wildlife. The 2019 Envirothon season was an especially triumphant season
with 53 students from Louisa County, Albemarle County, Monticello and Western Albemarle High School’s
Envirothon teams competing at the local competition in March. Two teams, Louisa County and Western
Albemarle High Schools advanced to the Area 2 (regionals) competition in April competing with 8 regional
teams and only one team-our very own- Louisa County High School advancing to the next level,
representing TJSWCD at the State Envirothon.
An estimated 150 teams statewide participated in local and regional Envirothon competitions finally
resulting in 17 teams from across Virginia demonstrating their knowledge and skill at the State Envirothon.
The Louisa team shined like the stars that they are during this two day competition in May at the University
of Mary Washington, placing 2nd in the state of Virginia with a 1st place in Oral Presentation, 2nd place in
Aquatics and 3rd place in Soils and Wildlife.
An unexpected extra bonus for TJSWCD- we received the Oral Presentation Excellence Award, the first of
its kind. This comes with a cash award from the Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts
in recognition of the highest scoring team in Oral Presentation. This cash award will be applied to help
further the Envirothon program at the local level.
The TJSWCD Envirothon teams achieved levels of success in every topic due in part to the natural
resource professionals and volunteers who generously shared their time and expertise supporting and
enhancing the students’ education in addition to test writing and station judging at our local competition.
Many, many thanks to the staff at the Natural Resource Conservation Service, Department of Forestry.
Rivanna Master Naturalists, Rivanna Conservation Alliance/StreamWatch, Wildlife Center of Virginia,
Private Lands Biologist for the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, Camp Albemarle,
TJSWCD Staff & Directors and the Virginia Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts. These
partnerships help in making TJSWCD Envirothon a most demanding and successful program.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

EASEMENT PROGRAM
The TJSWCD Easement Program is unique in that it focuses on preserving small properties (or portions of
properties) associated with the protection of water resources. The easement program is open to accepting
qualifying land parcels from any landowner in the TJSWCD’s area of program responsibility.
The Program is administered through the Thomas Jefferson Water Resources Protection Foundation
(TJWRPF). While the TJWRPF provides administrative functions for the Easement Program, the TJSWCD
remains the holder of all easements, decides what easements to accept (upon recommendations from the
Foundation), and is responsible for legal enforcement of the easements’ provisions.
In 2019, The Thomas Jefferson Water Resources Protection Foundation monitored forested riparian
buffers on 19 easement that the TJSWCD holds. The easements protect local water quality and habitat for
future generations to enjoy.
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

ASSISTANCE TO LOCALITIES

THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

This year, District staff mapped and inspected 55 stormwater pipe outfalls into streams in Albemarle
County’s urbanized areas. We also inspected 50 pipes in the City’s MS4 area, finding no evidence of
illicit discharge into the nation’s waters. This is a part of the annual inspection that the District completes
for both the City and County’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit. Water from MS4s
often include pollution from non-stormwater sources. Illicit discharges enter the MS4 through either
direct connections (e.g., wastewater piping either mistakenly or deliberately connected to the storm
drains) or indirect connections (e.g., infiltration into the system from cracked sanitary systems, spills
collected by storm drainage from streets, or used oil dumped directly into a drain or into street inlets).
The result is untreated releases that contribute high levels of pollutants, including heavy metals, toxins,
oil and grease, solvents, nutrients, and bacteria to local waterways and beyond. Pollutant levels from
these illicit discharges significantly degrade our creeks, streams and rivers water quality and threaten
aquatic, wildlife, and human health.

55

stormwater pipes
outfalls inspected in
Albemarle County

50
stormwater pipes
outfalls inspected in
Charlottesville MS4
area

14

THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

EROSION & SEDIMENT
CONTROL & STORM WATER
MANGEMENT
District staff provides general Erosion & Sediment Control (E & S) and Stormwater Management Program
guidance and assistance to local staffs, developers, contractors, and property owners in all of our localities.

Erosion and sediment control is much more than silt fence and hay bales. These plans ensure that sediment
transport is addressed in one of the most crucial stages of the project: the planning stage. A good erosion
prevention and sediment control plan first minimizes the extent of disturbance by focusing on erosion control
(minimizing disturbed areas, seeding, mulching and matting) by controlling the amount of soil that can run off
and cause pollution of our local waterways. Staff spends their time diligently reviewing these plans and
working with plan preparers to ensure the proper control practices will be installed.

Louisa County

UVA

22 E & S plans reviewed

10 E & S plans reviewed

19 Shoreline plans
reviewed

Totaling 30.71 acres of
development
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THOMAS JEFFERSON SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Stormwater Planter Project
This year we were proud to partner with the Rivanna Conservation Alliance (RCA) by offering cost share
assistance through the Charlottesville Conservation Assistance Program to install stormwater planters in
front of its new office. The planters will collect runoff from the roof of the building,slowing it down, filtering
it, and giving it a chance to infiltrate before it flows to the river. The project will also serve as a
demonstration project for other businesses and homeowners in the River Road area and other parts of
the city. RCA placed the planters in a highly visible location near the road and installed educational signs
explaining what the planters are and how they improve water quality. RCA staff will use the planters in
their outreach efforts with neighboring businesses and area residents, encouraging them to implement
similar projects.
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HERE'S TO ANOTHER GREAT
YEAR!
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www.tjswcd.org

