


Mike and Ashley McMahon manage the land in a way that 
maintains the beauty of a rural landscape, supports a working 
cattle and sheep operation, and preserves and protects the 
natural resources found on the property for wildlife and future 
generations.
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Mike and Ashley have spent the 
last 4 years implementing best 
management practices in an effort 
to transform their farm from the 
highly degraded land they started 
with to a working farm that 
prioritizes conservation and 
productivity. 

Left: Picture taken in 2015 right after 
cows had been excluded and trees had 
been planted.

Below: Picture taken in 2018-Buffer has 
established, banks have stabilized and the 
pond and stream are healing.
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Cattle have been excluded 
from the ravines and a 
combination of hardwoods 
and pines have been 
planted in order to stabilize 
the eroded slopes. These 
two ravines were referenced 
on the map on slide three.

There was very little wildlife 
present on the farm when 
the McMahons purchased 
the property. After much 
work and habitat 
improvement, the farm has 
become a sanctuary for 
many different species.



Fencing the livestock out of the stream not only improves the 
health of the water, it improves the health of the herd as well. 
The cattle have less hoof trouble, less pink eye, and less trouble 
calving now that all streams are fenced.



Mike and Ashley have adopted an 
innovative technique to stabilize and heal 
eroded areas on their farm. They deposit the 
spent sawdust substrate from their 
mushroom operation into eroded gullies. 
This filters the water, slows runoff and 
erosion, and eventually turns into high 
quality soil once it decomposes which 
makes it easier to establish grass on these 
slopes that were once bare.



◦ 80 acres of pasture
◦ 50 acres of riparian buffers
◦ 7 separate paddocks
◦ 7 water troughs
◦ 4,900 feet of stream protected from livestock
◦ 7 acres of tree planting
◦ A truly remarkable farm transformation


