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Dovedale farm has been farmed by the Shackelford family for four 
generations. The property has been in the family since 1817. 
Historically the property supported both crops and livestock, but it is 
now home to Dave Norford’s Angus-Hereford operation.



All 245 acres of pasture are grazed by the 65 cow/calf pairs that 
move rotationally as one herd. Hay fields are stockpiled for fall and 
winter grazing after first cutting.



The farm is divided into 15 pastures 
to facilitate rotational grazing. In 
many places, the fenced out 
streams serve as the field divisions.



A pressurized, automatic water system with twelve frost-free troughs 
allow Mr. Norford to optimize grazing and to enjoy the health benefits 
and weight gain from the cattle drinking clean, cold, fresh water.



A stream crossing facilitates the 
movement of cattle and 

equipment with minimal impact 
on the stream. In addition, the 
stream crossing may serve as an 
emergency water source should 

there be a power failure



Grass height dictates the rotational grazing schedule, with larger fields 
being divided using temporary fence. Through strip grazing, where the 
cattle may be moved/given new ground every day, the cattle are forced to 
maximize grazing of the forage available.



Cattle are restricted from 54 acres of mature forest, which 
provides ample habitat for wildlife.



The 12.9 acres of protected riparian buffers make 
excellent wildlife corridors. In addition, 4.9 
acres of hardwood riparian buffer was 
established through the CREP program in 2002.



Dovedale Farm

 245 acres of pasture

 54 acres of woodland

 12.9 acres of riparian buffer

 4.9 acres planted riparian 
buffer

 1.4 miles of stream bank 
protected

 15 paddocks

 12 automatic water troughs

 100% stream exclusion 



Corky Shackelford and Dave Norford are ideal partners in conservation.

The partnership at Dovedale farm serves as a modern example of 
farming, continuing one farmer’s legacy with  the implementation of 

the next generation’s rotational grazing system.


