STEPS IN DONATING
AN EASEMENT

THOMAS JEFFERSON
SOIL &WATER
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

1) Contact the Thomas Jefferson Soil and
Water Conservation District at
(434) 975-0224.
2) A representative from the TJWRPF will
visit you on your property to discuss easement
options and calculate the fees the District
charges for setting up the easement and for
monitoring the easement.
3) If the TJSWCD Board of Directors agrees
to consider holding an easement on part or all
of your property, a representative from the
TJWRPF will work with you and your attorney
to create a deed of easement that honors your
plans for the property and meets the program’s
water protection requirements.
4)A Baseline Documentation Report that
meets the minimum standards of the TJWRPF
is required prior to closing and will be signed
by the landowner and TJSWCD. The report,
prepared by a qualified individual, documents
the important conservation values of the
property and describes the existing conditions
of all the property's features.
5) Donation of the easement is complete when
it is signed by the TJSWCD Board of
Directors and the landowner and it is recorded
in the relevant Clerk's Office of the Circuit
Court.

The primary purpose of the TJSWCD
Easement Program is to protect water
resources, such as streams, wetlands, or
springs. The program requires that all
streams, springs, ponds and other bodies of
water on the property be protected by
preserving and maintaining a buffer of
forested land around them. Protecting
forested stream buffers also provides healthy
animal habitat and natural recreational areas.
· The TJSWCD has been protecting soil and
water resources for over seventy-five years.
· The TJSWCD holds easements on parcels
of land which may be ineligible for other
easement programs due to their limited size.
· As a locally based organization, TJSWCD
will make certain your wishes for the land,
as documented in the deed of easement, are
carried on forever. Periodic visits from the
TJWRPF ensure the land is being properly
managed and provides the opportunity for
direct communication with the landowner.

EASEMENT PROGRAM
FOR LANDOWNERS AND
DEVELOPERS

705 Dale Ave.
Charlottesville, VA 22903
434-975-0224
www.tjswcd.org

For the Protection of
Our Water Resources

WHAT IS AN EASEMENT?

THE BENEFITS

· Placing your property under easement
allows you to permanently protect all or a
portion of your land. The land is yours to
live on and enjoy, to sell, or to pass on to
heirs.

· An easement can permanently protect open
space on your property that you value, such as
farmland, forest or streams, from future
development.

· Each easement is tailored to reflect the
conservation values of the property, and the
goals of the landowner.

· There may be certain tax or financial

· Easements do not grant the public access to

discuss potential opportunities with an

your land.

THE PURPOSE
The primary purpose of the program is to
protect water resources from pollution or
degradation by focusing on riparian forest
buffers, critical slopes, springs, wetlands and
groundwater recharge areas.
The conveyance of an easement may be used to
address federal, state, or local requirements
intended to protect water quality following
development of land. The developer or owner
offers to permanently protect open space in lieu
of more expensive stormwater alternatives.

advantages of placing land under easement.
See our website for more information, or
attorney.

SUPPORT THE
TJSWCD EASEMENT
PROGRAM
Name:_____________________________
Address:___________________________
___________________________________
Phone:_____________________________
Email:______________________________
___Please add me to your mailing list
___I would like to support the TJSWCD
Easement Program. I am enclosing a taxdeductible donation:
___$50 ___$100 ___$500 ___Other

THE THOMAS JEFFERSON
RESOURCES PROTECTION
FOUNDATION
The Thomas Jefferson Water Resources
Protection Foundation (TJWRPF) is a nonprofit subsidiary of the TJSWCD,
developed to administer the District’s
Easement Program. Its Board of Directors
is composed of area citizens appointed by
the TJSWCD and local governing bodies.
This Board ensures that the interests of all
member localities are adequately
represented.
The Foundation helps guide the District in
its goal of obtaining easements on lands
that are critical to the protection of water
resources, with a focus on riparian areas.
The Foundation solicits contributions from
those placing land under easement, and
from the community, to ensure that
sufficient resources will be available for the
TJSWCD to fulfill its custodial
responsibilities.
If you wish to take advantage of tax
incentives that may be available to
easement donors, you must obtain an
appraisal from a qualified conservation
easement appraiser for the value of your
easement donation, and contact a tax
professional for guidance.

(Please make checks payable to TJWRPF)
Or donate online:
www.tjswcd.org/easements/

www.tjswcd.org

